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MUNICIPAL UNIONS.
ifleludes ail other cases «Where united action is advisahie
and xnest effective. An illustration 0vf this is the work of
the Union in opposition to the application of The Bell Tele-
Phone Company to the Board of RailwaY Coninissioners for
increased rates and a measured service in the Provinces osf
Ontario and Quebec. The proceedings were coiximenced last
Aýugust and are stili pending. Through the initiative an~d
Indu of the Union of Canadian Municipalities a confer-
enee of representatives from the rnunic.ipalitieS concerned was
early heid, and sixty-eight of thein agreed te unitedly oppose
such application through the Union, a~nd a speclal eommittee
for that purpose was appointed, of which Mr. Decary, head
Of the Admninistrative Comnmission of Mentreal was appointed
and has Since acted as chairman. The comnmittee organized
a staff 0f legal, techikical and financial experts te figlit the
battle Of the telephone usera, and whiie the cost lias heen
great and the labor intrieate and heavy, it is confidentiy ex-
Peeted that the result wiIl be of imnmense velune to the. muni-
'l'Palites, and will again show the absolute necesaity for su-ch
a Union.

Union of Nova Scotia.
T'he destructive critieismn sometimes îevelled against oui

Unions 15 that they are net sufficieiitly active or aggressive,
W11Ii lias always been unaecomnpanied, as far as I know, witli
an1Y Practical or sane suggestions for overcornilug the aileged
8hoxtage, In niy own opinion such criticisrn is based iargely
lip1on a Misapnrehension of the posaîbilities for service open

contrai of their own streets, the-reby reniedying some eut-
standing grievances. We secured legiùtion protecting muni-
cipalities against promoters &S companies seeking public
franchises, and have in other respects obtained legiislation of
mnuch value ta ail the iuunicipalities.

We value publicity, and find it, -as you de gentlemen in
every busines, very ne cessry, and for that reason I shaîl
ventuire te say a word with reference ta the wor< immediateiy
before the Union of Nova Scotia Municipalities. Shortly
stte we are cf the opinion that ini the Legisiature and
Governmfent of sur Province municipal affaira have not
been given that position that their importance demand. The
rights giveii under the original Municipal and Towns' In-
corporation Acta have been invaded frein tiime ta time. There
is wirest caused by a growing tendency for some years to
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