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High Cost of Living

The Government has passed an Order-in-Cognml 'em-
bouying the recommendations made by. the cabme‘t ;013-
mittee which investigated the ‘advancmg 4cost of food-
sturrs and other commodities in Canada. Wide powgrstare
given to municipaiities 1n reiation tq the control pt taq ors
which may have anything to do with advance u; pr;ceist.

: yrder-in-Council covers a wide range. Kirst,
stalt];: t;;?e“No person shall conspire, combine, agree or
arrange with any other person:— :

(a) To limit the facilities for _transportull_g, e;oil:lc-
ing, manufacturing, supplying, storing or .aea mgtrade 0¥
nec’essary of lite; or (b) to restrain or injure

commerce 1n relation to any necessary of lite; or (c¢) to.

Y t or lessen the manufacture or productlo.n
g; e:;}r: tﬁeléen;lstary ot life, or to enhggce Fhe price therte.ot ;
or (d) to prevent or lessen competition in the produc ion,
manuracture, purchase, barter, sale, tgansportatlon, in-
surance or supply of any necessary of life.

er, it 1s ordered that, : :
flu)rthNo person shall accumulate or shall withhold from
sale any necessary of life beyond an amount thgreor
easonably required tor the use or consl}mptlon c_)t h1§
insszholu or tor the ordinary purposes of his business;

(2) HEvery person who shall at any tupe hold any ne-
essary of life beyond an amount tpereot reasonably .re:
Les‘rea as aforesaid, and every person who shall hold fox
1(;11111el purpose of sale, whether as manutacturer, whole§a1er,
jobber, retailer or otherwise, any stock-in-trade of any
necessary ot life, shall ofter for sale the said excess amount
or the said stock-in-trade, as the cae may be, at prices
not higher than are reasonable and j‘ust.

Provided, however, that. this se;ctwn ‘shall not a.,pply
or extend to any accumulating or withholding b}.’ any ;arm-
er, gardener, or other person, of the pro.ducts.ot any farm,
ga’raen, or other land cultivated by him, nor shgll any
manufacturer, wholesaler or jobl‘)er,.because of anyth}xlng
herein contained, be under obligation to sell to other
than such classes of persons as are accustomed to pur-
chase from manufacturers, wholesalers or ]o})belrs, re-
spectively, nor shall any person pe under 0_b11gat10n to
sell otherwise than in accordance with the ordinary course
of business.” i o . maﬁon .

isi i ade for the collecting of infor
toPtIifeV lséglclkés o]t¥1 any commoditigg held by indiyi@uals or
concerns. Under notice in wr1t1ng by th Minister of
Labor, such individual or concern is required to render
a written return showing in detail:

A ies and amount of any necessary of life
he{g)byrlgsclslpggrson at any indicated time or times, in-
cluding any time preceding the making of these regula-
tions, where and for whom said necessary of life is held, and
if held for another, upon what terms: (b) the time when

" any or all of such necessary of life was prepared, manu-

P uced, acquired, or taken into possession ;
t(?;gutl;:dc,os%:rz% such nec%ssary of life, including all charges
and expenses of an overhead or other nature, affect.mg
such cost; (d) the price at which spch necessary of life,
if already sold, has been so.ld, or it unsold, is held for
gale; (e) such other information concerning any necessary
of lite as the Minister may require, including a full dis-
closure of all existing contracts or agreements which such

son, or his principal or agent, may haye at any time
0! é into, with any other person, touching or concern-
?ntexe sale’or resale prices of any necessary of life, or
;Iﬁi period of time during which any necessary of life
should be held as bailee or_otherwise, before sale or re-

le, or limiting the quantity of any necessary of life
sahi(;h should be sold to any one buyer or combination of
:)Vuyers or within any limited district.

THE POWER OF MUNICIPALITIES.

Whenever the Council of any municipality ahalll declare
way of resolution that in its opinion excessive prices
i being demanded within the limits of such munici-
arf't for any necessary of life, the Council may, by notice
ip: Ivzlri'cing require dealers within the municipality to

render a written return of, (a) the amount of such ne-
cessary of life held by such person for sale or risposition
within such Municipality at any indicated time or times
including any time Preceding the making of these regula-
tions; (b) the time when any or all of such necessary of
life was acquired, Produced, or brought within or into such
municipality; (c) the cost of such necessary of life, in-
cluding all charges of an overhead or other nature affect.

these regulations.

Absolute power is granted to the Council or the Minister
of Labor to thoroughly investigate conditions. Where
wrong returns are made power is given to examine the
books and stock of the concern or individual in question.
After through investigation, if it is found that an offence
against these regulations has been committed action may
be taken through the Attorney-General of the province in
which the offence is committeed.

“Any person who contravenes or fails to observe any

of the provisions of these regulations shall be guilty of
an indictable offence and liable upon indictment or upon
summary conviction under Part XV of the Criminal Code
to a penalty not exceeding five thousand dollars, or to im-
prisonment for any term not exceeding two years, or to
both fine and imprisonment as specified; and any director
or officer of any company or corporation who assents to
or acquiesces in the contravention or non-observance by

‘such Company or corporation of any of the provisions of

these regulations shall be guilty personally and cumula-
tively with his Company or corporation and with his co-
directors or ‘associate officers.”

THE EVOLUTION TOWARDS A LASTING CANA-
DIAN PROSPERITY,
It is gratifying to take note of the continuing advocacies

ol  DriJ M, Harper, of Quebec, in favor of a past-war ad-
vancement towards a fuller prosperity for Canada. His

. Inagazine and newspaper articles are in line with our

Canada, great or Small, can best assume its share in bring-
ing our Dominion into its own, even though the end of
the war is not yet definitely in sight. The nursing of an
evolution in the way it should 80 is the statesman’s highest
brerogative in any and every country that is righteously
jealous of its nationhood. And it is the duty of every

Dr. Harper has lately been dealing with
the moralities that tend to the maturing of a wholesome
nationhood. He would have our churcheg range them-
selves in religious matters as we would have our muni-
cipalities range themselves in commercial matters, to
bring about a co-ordination” of all the influences for ad-
vancement we Canadians have in our gift to mature g
united commonwealth of our own within the Empire. His

come of it, even if it be only a partial union, for the time
being, brings us in presence of the assimilation of prin-
ciples and purposes that is ours to éncourage in our “daily
walk and convention” as Canadians having the welfare of

The democratic spirit in church or state, working for our
Canadian nationhood, as he further maintains, bear to
be loyal to itself and its first principles, if it would eg-
cape from fostering anarchy, directly or indirectly, in the
bud or in the storm tossed leaf.”

And so is it with the democrarcy of rule within oyp
municipalities working for their own parochial advance-
ment. There must ever be held in view the welfare of
the whole country and its brogressiveness ag g guiding
line in our local exploitations.
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