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Silence our contemparary draws the inference that we have been
cOnverted. Our attitude is one of defence, flot one of defiitnce ;
Ive are conservative, flot radical. We have no occasion, as we
certainly have no desire, ta put ourse] ves in an attitude of antagan-
isrn to the afiliated calleges. But at the same tirne wve reserve to)
cwrselves the right of criticisn2 and attack when necessary. Our
fiist duty, as we regard it, is to University Coilege antd its interests.
When they are concerned it is ours ta do wbat we can ta defend
and pratect thern. Our contemporary bas, apparently, not forgiven
TFIIE VARSITY for the publication of the New Protestantism articles.
We are sorry for this, but have nothing ta regret in the matter.
We have o quarrel with the Knox College Mfonihly, but feel it
but just ta the formr staff of this paper, as ta the present, ta cor-
rect the impression which the Afonz/hly's article would canvey. We
have nlhing but the most friendly feelings for aur contemporary,
wbose Board of Editors is composed entirely af aur own graduates,
and whase value as a magazine is increasing with each issue;

btWe mnust respectfully decline ta receive its congratulations
"bout Our "Ichange of front."

Naýt Oniy ail who have bad ta do with University College in the
past few years, but University nien generally,-and nat Uii'ersity
rnen alane, but ail wha wanld zealously care for and foster wvhat
there is of Canadian literature,-wili welcomne the annouricement
that Messrs. Kegan Paul, Trench &ý Ca., of London, are abî)ut ta
issue a volume of the paems4 of Mr. T. B. Ph iilips -Stewart, cf THE
'ARSITY staff in the spirit, but long iast tanus in the flsh, in his

Wanderings aver seas. The class af '87 need nat be reminded
that ini their saphomare year Mr. Phillîps-Stewart didthema the
hanor of winnîng the prize by his poem, "The New World,"
Wbich has its place in "lTHE VARSITV Book." The poemis which
aPPeared over bis namne in aur columns last year are familiar ta
0 ur readers ; and littie that we cao say in praise and syn-patbetic
appraval of them will have force ta add ta their power, and beauty,
'nd promise.

M4r. Phillips.Stewart departs from London for Ronie witbin
the Oonth ; and it is not unlikely that before these lines are in
Prînt bis volume will have been lauoched an the perilous sea, whose
ebie leaves stranded multitudes af waifs. But we have
ail confidence in bis self-su3taining strength and the high paetic
Purpase which will, in time, camp2i the lîterary world ta take nate

of im ; and we are assured that the best wishes af aur readers
are witb the gifted young Canadian in bis first attempt ta scale the
Old WaVrld beights.

iUlRECORDED CONVERSATIONS 0F GREAT MEN.

I.-STEELE AND DEAN SWIFT.

to()n afternoon Mr, Addisan aod Sir Richard Steele entered But-
tans armi in a m, and found assembled most af the wits who ire-

lntdthat well-known coffee-hause. Mr. Ambrose Phillips, with
Onewhat violent gestures and flot a littie excitemeot, was deliver-
Ilbis Opinio~n ut Mr. Pape's paper on Pastoral Poetry in the

l0ost ýan af that day. Mr. Addison said but little, and seemed
,Iniditatiao while hie smoked bis long pipc. Sir Richard,

tho had been fuddling himself earlier in the day, absorbeci quanti-teOfSpirits and water, thrawing ont flashes ai wit ino the dis-usî0 goiog an, and then relapsing ino a maady silence.
ea an Swift entered with a pretentiaus grandeur ofimanner which

ast an those preseot by reasan of tbe ardaur af their canver-
a1t Si, . After a few words with Mr. Addison, the Dean, aonoyed

W itchard's persistent inattention ta bis presence, bawled ont""Il he ill-bred. vulgarity wbich was so disagreeably cbaracteristic
1101i, "lSa Mr. Dick, yau dan't know your friends any longer
II ý'*len you see them -ehb?»

turr. eY do tell me that'I amn grawing shart-sighted," said Steele,- 1L obis fellow countryman witb tipsy gravity,"I but i a
I krbi~ndly shut yaur mouth sa that I may sec mare af your face,

aehpsî1then shaîl be able ta make out wbo you are."

II.-HUXLEY'S MERRY JEST.
1rg y'erbert Spencer bas been telling me that yau were labour-9 as evening under extreme cerebral excitement," remarkedltO:Ie d, as he met Richard A. Proctar emerging fromn a Lon-augs$tore an the second af january.

11I have just been procuring same bromide," returned Practar,
smiling feebty.

11I understand," Huxley cantinued, "lthat yan magnanimously
off ered ta dlean out two bobbies witb anc band tied bebind your
back, and that you drew a great crawd by rendering several local
selections very acceptably-")

" Goud Heavens 2' gasped 1'ractor, IIDid 1 do that ?"
ciVery acceptably," persisted Huxley, II tbough whth a rather

th ick utterance. You made the street bowl witb mel)dy, and
were the centre-piece af a large and enthusiastic celebration."'

I haven't the slightest-[ don't rememnber-"1 ejaculated
Practor, putting bis bandi ta bis head vagnely. " Last evening is a
perfect blanik ta me!"

IIWould I nat be justified, oow," Huxley inquired witb a mnerry
twinkle in bis eye, " in putting this an record as an exceptionally
well authenticatcd instance of Uncanscinus Celebration ? 1

_________W. J. H.

COMMUNICATIONS.
The Editors are.not responsible for the opinions of correspondents,
No notice will be taken of unsigned contributions.

"A SUGGESTION."
7v tie E/iors oj THE VARS]TY.

DEAR SIRS,-ln your last numnber appears ane ai the most as-
touoding instances af the " cansciousness ai genius"I that the
Anierican continent bas pradnced. I attack the article from caver
because the autbor's acquaintance is a source af intellectual profit
ta me. I confess that the flrst senteuce nfII A Suggestion " slightly
staggered me. On recavering, it occurred ta me, " this m,ýast be a
joke." But the " suggestion " af this galaxy II Ratsselas," 'IEng-
lish Bards and S atch Reviewers," and "A Suggestion," sa pri-
marily essentiat ta its creation in the mmnd, is evidently no jake..
The authar might have omitted poar Ben Jansan's narne, and
certainly be aught not ta have tried ta father bis hasty sit.ggtsti,
mai on the undefended dead. Van must understand, Mr. Editor,
that I proceed according ta the canon tînt IIBrevity is the soul ai
wvit," and, therefore, (la I canclude that the first thirty liues are not
a very prosy joke ,but a littie revelation af genins. Thte authar
finisiies (alas !tao saan) by throwing ont the suggestion. What a
pity this wvas flot donc instead ai putting it in priot. But-and
bere ensues another train ofisubtie pbilasaphy fairly sampled thus-
11I cannat help thinking that ta some the VARSITv bas been mere-
ly a vehicle for the insertion ai 'copy' wbich could nat elsewbere
be inserted," and II But 'camnely,' truly, VARSITY articles have al-
most always been." This latter phrase must, accarding ta Ruskin
and Arnold, mean that the articles in question are beautiful witbin
and wvitbaut. Here, evidently, one af the "Ifat wameo"» came be-
twixt bis " wit" and bis sense, Roget and many athers use the
word IIPsychics," and it cao be faund in maoy dictianaries, sa that,
this special cainiog ai the authar muet be, as it indeed appears, u~
caunterfeit. Stili we may acquit bim ai any criminal affence for
hie observes IIDoebiless, there are many in University Callege,
wbo know mnch more ai the matter than do I."

And 'here let me notice a preitty literary gem af yar awn, Mr.
Editor " IThe bat//e af the magazines will open this winter with a
brilliant cavibaign."

Yours feebly,
* OLD SLEDGE.

"VARSITV."
Tv ilie Rd//ors of THE VAR si'rY.

SIRs,-Every time that 1 take np your valuable paper my bighly
strong nerves receive a shock on observing tbe title wbich ta me,
savours somewbat ai slang. I bave beard the terni used at Oxfordý
in reference ta the 'Varsity baat or the 'Varsity Football team, etc.,,
sncb being also the case at Cambridge University. I think it would
seem ta any one unbefitting that the first word whicb meets the.
eye in the organ ai this great Educational Institution, wbich would
be supposed ta be devated entirely ta articles i0 cultured language.
and other matter of the saine kind, sbonîd b- of the nature ai slaog.ý
I will nat, bawever, go so far as this witbout making sorte sugges-
tion myself ; I thînk some sncb titie as University Gazette or
Chronicle would be mare apprapriate. Wben I leave University
College 1 arn sure I shaîl feel mucb more in clined ta continue tak-
iog your valuable piper, if it bears a differ-nt naine. I bave spoken
ta other University men on the subject and faocy achangeaofnaine
wanld meet with general acceptance ; the saine, 1 tbink, xvill prove
true witb regai d ta the outside public, riot to speak af aur grad-
uates. If I have not made myself praminent in any other way in
University College affairs I shahl feel mucb gratified if I shaîl
prove ta be the means ai bringing about this much needed reform ;
or, at any rate, ta bring jabout a tbarough discussion of tbe subject.
Hoping this iih meet witb your approval,

I rýmain yaurs,

University College, Toronto, Dec. 8th, I 886.J.C URW.
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