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T HE Political Science and I)ebat-
ing Club begani work for this

session on Novem-ber 3Othi, Mien
Prof. Shortt, the H-onorary President
of the Club, gave an address on Pub-
lic ()wnership. Thle speaker did not
attemipt to treat the question exhaust-
ively -il was inuch too large for that
-but mnerely opened it out and show-
ed briefly hiow its varions aspects
should be jtl(ge(l. ln begilnning lie
wvariled bis hearers against bein,,
staile(ed l)y coulparisons. That p)ub-
lic oxvuership hiad succee(le( iii cer-
tain lines in Norway, for instance,
was no rason why it shoul(l succeed
in the saine liues ini Canda, wliere
the conditions are entirely different.
And becauise public ownership had
been a suiccess in the Post Office it (11(
not necessarily follow that it wouild be
a stîccess iin any other line.

Public ownership) i Canada divides
itself into three branches, national,
provincial, mutnicipal. These phases
inust again be divided on thie question
of operation. Does public ownership
mecan mierely the ownership by the
public of public uitilities, or does it
also inclu(le public opration ?

The question of public ownership
is a very (lelatable one, andl intust ble
discussed ini (etail and1 with refereuce
to special cond(itions. It cannot be
supported or condened as a whole.
The sainple of public ownership) înost
often pointed to is the Post Office.
l'utt hiere there is a pectiliarity îlot
conion to other p)ublic uitilities. Tliere
is a special reason for the Post Office
being a national rather than a private
service. There are national iilterests
at stake. it is necessary tlîat every
citizen of a cotuntry slîould have solue

means of coillnînicatiug witb every
other citizen. Tliere arc sections in
every country wvbere, economically
considered, it (loes ilot pay to keep uip
the postal sx steni. But this inakces nio
diff erence. It is flot the business of
the Post Office to succeed economic-
ally, but to succeed in serving the
people. If the service is not self-
supporting the governîneut inust pay
the balance.

'lelegrap)l andl telephone sy'stcins
seemi at first siglit to be specially
adapted to pub 'lic oxvn ersbip). Tliere
are several reamous x'li the telel)boile
5V stei especially shil( be a mono-
poly. A inunîber of telephonle sys-
teins i one town i s a n]uisance. 1It is
uinsatisfactory andl expensive, as sev-
eral staffs and several sets of wires
iust be kept uip. 'l'le public require
that the teleplione systein be simple,
direct andl single. The easiest wavy
of securing thiese necessary qîialities
is for the Goverîîîîîeît to take hold of
the teleplioiie b)usiness. Bu4t if by
regulation the govcrîîiment can secuire
the necessary uniforînity, and( caîl es-
cape the (lifficulties and ldang,,,ers of
goveriliilent management it is s0
înuich the better.,

Railroads are soinewvhat analogouis
to the P ost O ffice, yet di fier fin'l it
in beimîg ruin ou1 anl econo1(ilic basîs. I t
is, therefore, imot logical bo reasoîî
froin sucécess of public owniership in
the Post Office to the saine stuccess in
the railroa(l busincss. Ne1ýithier can
p)ulic owvnership of railr-oads be ad-
vocated(l 1 the grotil(l of a(lvantages
to be gaiile( in the layiîîg omit of rail-
roa( systeins. 'flic arrangeniemt of
Governîncîît roads is îlot alxynys
goo(l. That of thîe I utercolomîial, lor"
instance, is abouit as bad as it could
be. Thi oîîly thimîg ini favor of Gov-


