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"ýWhat time, she chanted snatches of old timea;
As one incapable of her own distress ;-&c.

But the fate of Shskesp2are, that seains to work such
woe, is no blind destiny, no pagan nemesis taking ven-
geance even upon unintentional wrongs. The passions of
humanity works out their own destiny. Man's criminality
involves suffering. It is the uncontrolled jealousy of
Othello- that bringas about the tragic death of Deademens,
and the perverse selfishness of Lear that is the csus(e of
his suffering as he dues

-Upon the rack of this tough výorld.'
But real as such tragedy is, the witnesses of it in real

life could receive nothing but pain freon it. unleas indeed
there could be a possibility of relieving it. How is it
then, that, iu the dramna, it should be the source of plea-
sure? It is because there is cicquisite plessure froin the
poetic language of the emutions, and frein the idealization,
the moral element, and the lighter shades which the truc
artist wrll interwesve with bis darker tints, but tbe whole
sbould becoï-e oppressively painful. Were it possible te
discusa ail the elementa of tragedy introduced by Shakes-
peare into bisdrainas, wbat wonderful power and compre-
bensiveness we should discover. That draina cf Curie-
lanus, for instance depicts a noble national spirit, s2t
apart froin aIl the men of bis turne, and the p2rennial
struggle between two extrernes of aeciety, alwaYs a source
of perplexity and trouble.

The tragedy of Shakespeare's later vision was steeped in
tleeper dyes cýf sin and crime, as those of Brutus, Mac-
beth, Hamiet and Lear. 0f King Lear the lecturer gave
a masterly analysis, tracing the felly, msdness and misery
of the uuhappy King. In King Lear, Shakespeare touches
the extreme of rnisery. Leblysl expresses wonder at its
comprehensiveness and impreasiveness, while Shelley
gives it the preference to Greek tragedy. 1Like the Con-
stance of King John, Lear is a foolish old inu, whose
characteristics are chiefly obstinacy and a desrre for affec-
tien, undervsluing and misconceiving bis own true
hearted dsuighter, and preferring her more leudly pro-
fessing sisters, till their ingratitude drives him inte exile
and misery, sud hie comes te value Cordelis in the ex-
tremity of bis need, and just where ahe is te be snatched
frein hum forever. The character cf Cerdelia us inely
drawn, ber prenid reservemingled with a little waywardiiess,
a touch cf human frarltv addiug effect te ber after-cee-
duct, svounded pride, a tou:fh cf pettishniess in ber refusaI
te be with Goneril. The extremes of character ie sisters
are net beyond the limats of probability, aud su rudecd we
inight mun throu,,b the whole range cf Shakespeare's
female characters, finding in each a distinct real being,
full cf the inconsistencues as well as tbe cenaisteucies of
reslity. sud su giving us the subtle but uninistakeable
elements of personality, the greatest triirnpb of any artist's
skill.

REflIKSEE CE~OF A H.A. OF '56.

~ 1Sonly a little more than 29 years hence siece 1
L 'began te grind for the inatriculatien exaininatien

iu Queeu's College. And yet what changes have taken
place iu the unterval ! First, how mach greater are the
facilities eujoyed by the yeuth who are now looking for-
ward te a University course! Thera wvere then iii Upper
Canada a few cf wbst were kuewn as Distric-t schools, but
they were beyond the reacb of the sens cf any except a
wealtby in here and there. They correspondled te the
Collegiate Institutes of te day, as links in the elucath( ual
chain; but while they wvere the best interinediate schools
the 'country could furuish at that tino, in thereselves
they were qurte inferior te mauy cf the presenit (Jemmccu
schoDls. And if such was the character cf the best grain-
mir schoolb, it is easy te cenceive how pzeerly equipped

the lower grade cf schools wvas. 0.ocasionally, indeed,
trustees made a strike lu the inatter cf ruuuing, upu:i an
efficient teacher, s in whc hsd received s classical edu-
cation inu the OId Couutry." Persens of ibis description
were, hewever, of doubtful character or antecedleuts.
Educationally spealking, it was my good fortune te have
been placed under the tuitien of an Irishinan, -fresh fromn
the soul,' wheu I wss betweeu 14 aud 16 years cf age, who,
whatever defects hie had, wss at lest well resd un Latin,
Greek aud rusthematics. H-e introduced me? inte a new
world cf fsct sud fsncy jui.t at the critical sud plastic
period cf life ; aud it is smosing te recaîl the enthusirsmn
whicb lie displsyed in bielping forward the cnly two ad-
vancedi pupils he had-spending heurs ever their lessons
-vhile the other acholars were utterly neglected, or,
whucb was uearly the saine thing, turned over te the care
cf my fellow-student sud myself during the shreds cf the
time that we were net euîgaged iii our owu wcrk. Wxth
hin we had ail read Corderîi Collequir, part cf Ovid sud
the wbele cf the Bitcolics sud Georgics of Virgil, sud were
thereugghly welI drilled iu Latin. syntax, presody sud
inytholegv. We had aIse inastered the Edinburgh
Acaden-Y Greek Grainmar, sud the Extracts wbich formed
the sequel te it; while lu msthemnatics wve hsd gene hur-
riedly ever the first six houka cf Eucludl, wbich we kuewv
ietellectually, althougb we were net expected te charge
or mein cries with csrryiug ail details cf the numbers cf
the propositions or probleins, or definitrons. Ahl that we
were requiircd te de was te cite the references made in auy
problein te parts we hsd slready overtahren. We had un
the saine seniewhat leese yet intellectual mauner gene

bhrougb the wbole cf Davies' algebra. This was a gond
deal cf grcend te cever in a c ouple of seasons-net yesrs
-fer farinera' sons had always te stay at home duriug
seed time sud] harvest. One rescît, however, cf the ra-
pidity witb wbich we bal travelled over our Latin, Greek
sud mathemnatica was that in a yesr or two, during wbich
1 had paid thein ne attention, 1 hsd forgetten muet cf
xvhat I bsd learned. The mental discipline remsined, but
the techuicalities cf knowledge hsd escaped my rnemory.
Up tîll this tins ne special end was liad lu view in- îy
educatien. Neither on my own part, uer on the part cf
those wlîe were responsible for mi'v up bringiug was tîrere
a drearn enter tajned cf my ever geiug te college. That
was au exslted privilege te wbich few then sspired. B3e-
aides, 1 had ne ainbitiou fer it. The very acrne cf dis-
tinction l in y eyea xvas te ho s dry goods' or grocer's
clerk. A shoit trial of it dispelled the delusion, sud uext
I stii 01)W jute being a kuîgbt cf the tawse. 1 had re-
ceived rie training for the teaching profession, sud, fur-
ther, 1 ba-l ne taste fer it. Ou a certain morning ut wassas
far fren rny thDu,,ts tce beceine a schoolmaster as it ws
te go ou s voyage te the un.ion ;and yet, befere I slept, I
xvas engaged te teach the young ideas bow te shoot," at
the rate cf £4o a year. This fact illustrates the state of
educatien at the timo. An ' euoe wlio pretended te be able
te tescb, sud coulcl pasa a very easy examiniatîcu ru the
three Rs hefere a local superintendent, was sure cf an
engagement, ne ecatter whether hoe had any experienco or
net, or any aptitude for the buicsîu3, p-ovided hedid net
ask tee large s salary. My demnanda were modeat eneugh
iu that particular. 1 bad happenod acrosa a fariner who
wvas iii quet cf a teacher fer the section iu which he iived,
sud cf svhich be %vas a trustee. His uneat serious objec-
tion was te my yeuth, wben hoe found eut thst 1 might be
regarded as qualified for the po)sitioce se far as attainints
were cencernîed ; but, perbaps, I niay allowed te scere
eue te ins credit when 1 aiEl that the trustees of that sec-
tion neyer afterwarda rejected a candi laie on account cf
bis yonth. 1 waa werking away ie the aunaîner of '52,

striving te admit ligbt inte the u mnele cf uny agriculture)
pupils, wbeb the incidents ezcurred wvhich directed my


