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If would be an ungratefui task and

one for which we have no inclination, to

atfempt f0 lessen the force o! the statis-

tics quoted liy Lord Stanley and Mn. IIos-

ter, to prove that Canada Is making momne

pr' gress. It would be a lamentable sate

o! thlngs indeed, If this young, undevel-

oped country, witli ail its immense stores

of nafural wealtb ln farm and f orest, and

mine and sea, were lu au absolutely sta-

tiouary condition. But one could not

read or hear these rose-coloured addresses

without being at once reminded o! other

figures sucli as tiiose given us by our een-

sus enumerators, and by those of the

United States, f0 which neiliher o! the

orafors, we believe, made any reference.

The obvIons fruith Is, thaf the question of

questions now before the country Is not

whefher some advance Is being made along

certain hunes, and a degree of l)rosperif Y

enjoyed hy certain classes, but whether

the progresq of the whole country,

In the growtb o! Ifs population an(l the

developmenf o! Ifs varled resources, is ail

thaf could reasonably be expected under

the best attaînable conditions. Tt cannot

escape notice, f00, thaf the growth la com-

merce, on whici the Mînister of Finance

especiaily dwelf, bas taken place malnly

ln connection witb the Britishi market-a

market whlch has always been open, and

which bas not been made more accessible

by any acf or pollcy of the Canadien Gov-

erument. Would, or would not, tbe de-

velopmenf of our trade wlth Great BrIf-

ain, whlch no one proposes to lose or dis-

parage, be more rapid but for flie obsta-

cles we put In Ifs way liy our tarif! ?

Wonld, or would not, the obtalning of bef-

ter trade relations wlfh the United States

f oster a profitable commerce with that

country lu a class of cominodities whicb

cannot be sent to or procure(l from Great

Brifaîn ? These and a dozen similar ques-

tions arIse and confront us at once, wben

we attempt f0 draw satisfaction fronu Mr.

Fosfer's sitatistlcs. And then, wbat about

Our luability f0 keep our young men from

trorsslnfig tlie border by tens of thousande,
as soon as fhey reacb manhood ? Has'the

Government's frade policy hindered or

stimnlated this one-sided and mosf unde-

sirable exportation ?

Out, of the balanced generalities f0

which Sir John Thompson was almosf

o! nccessity shut up, It would lie f oliy

f0 atfempt to cxfracf any clear indica-

tions of Intention lu regard f0 the matters

about whlcîî the wliole country le mest

now not only curions but anxious. His

admiision that our trade policy mnuet

necessarily bie affecfed by fluaf of the

United States may lead logically to, the

conclusion that we must wa ut a year or

two ln order to discover what our ueigh-

bouns are going to do lu the way of tar-

If! reduction, but fliat conclusion îal i

bardly satisfy flic counfry or meet the.

necessities of the present Canadian. sit-

uation. At the saine time, Sir John dcx-

ferously relieved the minds of tbose whose

apprehensiontî ruiglf lie aroused by the

pro'spect o! so long a delay by is clear

admission that there are defecfs both lu

the framing and in flie administration

o! flhe present tariff which require a rem-

cdy, and bis declared Intention Ilto lop

flic mouldering brandi away." The ab-

sence o! jingoisui and the sweef reason-

ableuesss and general !rlendliness of toue

lu Sir Johîn's references to the r1nited
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Stafes wene pleasiuig as fbey are becomn-

ing lu the de facto ruIen o! Canada, and

there le good reason f0 hope that these

sentiments may lie reclprocated by the

incomiuig Washingtou administration.

Sur Johu's stafement ln refereilce f0 the

canal dispute, f0 the e!fecf thaf the cause

of grievance bas been removed, may, we

assume, be undersfood to mean thaf the

objectionulile discrimination agaitist Am-

enican ports will nof lie renewed anothen

seetson.

No one wlio lias compared the f wo sys-

temes can doubt that His Excellency, the

Governor-Geuierai, vý as justified Ina daim-

ing for Canada, under lier present Con-

stitution, fliat flie power of the people f0

impose their wlll upon Goverumeuf and

f0 embody if in e'cecutive action is more

direct and coîuplete than that of fthe peo-

ple o!f lie Unifed States ; that for ail prac-

tical purposes flic Provinces have at least

a large measure o! freedom and a wide and

satisfactory latitude ln mnanaging flicir

0wn affairs, and thaf our judicial system

will compare very favourably even wltb

tha t o! the Mother Country. So fan as we

are aware, no one desîres constitufional

change for Canadla lu order f0 remove

alleged grievances touchiug any o! these

matters. Wliatever growfb of Canadian

opinion there is in the direction of Caaad-

Ian Indepeudeuce--like His Excellency, wvc

nîay 1let the question o! polifical union

witli the Unit.ed States severely alone-

and unless we entirely misread flie signe

o! the times, fliere is a steady growfh o!

suci opinion, lias ifs origin largely in the

sense of infeniorif y which necessarily at-

taches f0 the colonial position, botb lu

flic cye o! thle Mother Country and ln

those o! foreign nations, and lu ftle dis-

abilif les wluich are inseparable from sncb

a position. To flue is malnly attribut-

able, ln flic opinion of many, the weak-

ness go offea deplored o! flic feeling o!

Canadian pafriotism, as sucli. Connected

witb this is flic consciousnees of inability

f0 negofiafe directly witli other nations,

and in genenal ftle absence o!fli hihef pre-

rogatives of nafionality. If miglif even

bie said f bat flic very fact f0 wblch Lord

Stanley points as luaving peculiar ad-

vanfages. viz.. that our chief ruien is sent

f0 us periodically across the sena, le one

o! flic most conspicuous badges of flue

politîcal ia!erlorlfy, uotwlfhsfanding the

vcry uligli respect we inay have for the

distiuguislied nobiemen go sent from time

f0 finie. As f0 flic familiar argument de-

rived !rom our immunify froin flic turmoîl

Incident upon flic periodical cioice o! a

ruler, If is olivioasly one of fluose xvhicli

prove too mach, us it nuiglt lie urged

wiflî equal force in favour o! a nomin-

ated legilîture, f0 save us from flic

turmoil o! flue general election. Ifs force

telle, lu !act, against ftic elective sysfem

and responsible goverument.

If would lie an in iions and unwor-

f ly tluing for a Canadian f0 carp at

or seek f0 lnininîizc flic efatistice (luotcd

by our sanguine Minister of Finance

un proof o! Ganada's prosperity. Some

o! flic facte adduced by hum are full o!

encouragement as slîotaing flic extent

ouf flhe' counfry's resoairces. Some o!

thi, those relative f0 flic growth o!

flue cbeese-makîng iudustry, for example,
are also very instructive in regard f0
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the true way of creatiug axn naet
our productions, viz., by dei~0 ~
so' superior ln quality that the wed
for tlîem will grow with the lUo 01o

of their menlte. But can aflY Or fo

those figures console the COU1I"t Y

the loos of! go many thousands O

most valuable citizens? DO afly t
of them prove that to fetter &e

ls the way to bring about beaiy

pansion of trade?9 May not they d

suggest the question, if the reg50 ce

our country are go varied an di
that such progress lu certain e r
fions can be made in spite O! her o

and lier neiglibours' hostile tariffo' &1)
wbat growth might she not bc cLP lo
bad lier commerce been unshiackled dulri

ail these years ? We have alreadY Po t

ed ont the fact that this progressI&$

a very large extent, been ~ade )Il

ible, not by Canadilan protectionlo 't
by British free-trade. Let us ad

it should flot bie forgotten that tflue

pie fact of go much increase ln l prG
fions, and lu flie volume of exports j

imports, is not lu itself a safe al -

prosperity. Other questions are it'f

der. Has the trade been fairlY
able ? Have flie profits been equý

distribufed between those uvhose 0,1>

try lias created tliem ? Has the
ing prosperity been widely dlsfrbbl

among. and feit by ail classes Of

zens, or have the few been enlable'd~

appropriate the lion's shiare Of thbel

et s ?

But passing by these and sili'i or,

quiries which suggesf themslVe0l le,

rather, wvhich are suggcsted by t'lie o
cessify of reconcillng the fact Of ,e o
crease wifli other factos apparentf

1 çq

consistent with if, to wvhich 'w boD
referred, our attention is arreSt5 t

that portion of Mr. Foster's ar o

lu wlîicil he dilates eloquently uaPofl e
blesscdness of a country wliich eli 'i

ia the possession of the trinify O! 1009
tries, agriculture, commerce, and aso
factures. Here he . suggests a leb

picture of what Great Brtin ,#I
be if she bad flic agricuif aral bota

-viceh the Dominion of Canada h'0i

day. Now we are not going f0 1 O

tion the fruism that from the PoO

view of independence o! other PeoP Ait
i% le a boon to a nation to P0 5 sesS D10r
these varicd resources wlthifl its o

ders. It is unquesfionably thie fact je

the United States possesses ail theeOO
so large measure which lias made 't tc

ible for the Rcpublic f0 attain to Y

wonderful prosperîty lu spite o! PoV~

short-eighfed and exclusive trade ,Otlt

icy from which. It seems to lie noWe alo

f0 shake Iteif free. But doce 't r0

occur to Mr. Foster to ask -whether 0 it

Brifain could have by any p0 ssibîlt 011

tained to bier preseut commnercil te

premacy, a eupremacy îvich se tDef
carry ivil if f0 a large extent ail'008

forms of supremacy, had she Poos~!

those immense agrie nîtura i regOur»c

Wliaf but the very necessity undlerber

lier people lie, of procuring th g Co#l
part of their food from foreign dbt-

tries, lias stiînalafed thaf spirit 0'
ing commercial enterprise whiullî0, 0

ried the Brifisli fiag to fhleic it

fthc earth ? We need nof cniar%.*e

is evident that the ideal which Ou rer

nace Minister seems to have &et~ hfll

hlm. o! a nation selfceontaifled,en


