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to performn it ?'I[f so, why should not the same principle

be extended, say to parcels, seeing that the Postal Service

lias- a parcels delivery branch ? It is obvions that the

postal business is in some respects peculiar, since the

Government is in a manner obliged, in the interests of

the public, toeniaintain the service as a public work. The

question resolves itself into one of the justice or otherwise

of compelling the residents of cities to pay a special tax

toward making up the deficiency in the revenues of the

Postal Department.

~T is, perhaps, just as well that the hollow pretence of the

Sneutrality of Dominion statesmen in Provincial poli-

tics bas been long since abandoned, so that we can now

view the spectacle of the Premier of the Dominion attend-

Îng a banquet to a Quebec party leader, and urging the

gentlemen present to organize for the overthrow of the

Local Government, without any sensation of surprise or

incongruity. The recent gathering of Quebec Conserva-

tives te do honour to Mr. Taillon, and to marshal their

forces for the coming battie, seems te have been large and

entliusiastic, and will, no doubt, have considerable efecet

upon the fortunes of the party in the coming struggle.

The time was well chosen, if, at least, reliance may be

placed on the confident assurances from Conservative

sources, that the star of Mercier lias passed the zenith and

is hastening downwarcls to its setting. It may bce lard for

the dispassionate onlooker to determine whether a change

from a spurious Liberalism, strongly tinctured witli Ultra-

montanism, to a Conservatism of the old.fashioned arid

not too savoury Quebec type, would be for the better or

the worse. But it can liardly be otlierwise than mnatter

for regret to sucli an one that Sir John A. Macdonald

should have tliougbt it in good taste, on sucli an occasion,

to utter lis ominous jest in respect te the principle on

whicl tlie next re-distribution of seats in the Gommons

will be made. Many who may lie unable to appreciate

a joke, ceming fremnsunob a quarter, based on sucli a record,

and deriving its point fromn the supposition of sucli a

betrayal of trust on the part of tlie real ruler of the

Dominion, would have been deliglited had the venerable

'Premier taken advantage of the occasion to say that, in

view of the serious charges levelled against the Govern-

ment in regard to tlie last re-distribution, they had resolved

lienceforth to follow British precedent, and entrust this

delicate piece of business to the liands of a committtee se

constituted that no one could impugu its competency or

faîrneas. Sucli a declaration would have been worthy of

a British statesman. Is ià too lofty for a Canadian 1i

W B~JRE it not for the seriousness of the issues involved,

there would be something almeast comical in the

wranglings of the opponents of the J esuits' Estates Bill in

regard to the best method of compassing its destruction.

The late meeting of the Orange Grand Lodge brouglit out

the differences of opinion and policy in sharp relief. At

least tliree courses were before the body, whicli was, of

course, bound to put itself on record ini opposition to the

Act. It maiglit petition the Dominion Governuient to di9-

allow the Act; it miglit memorialize tlie Queen to the

saine fe'tct ; or it might seek to have tlie constitutioflality

of the Act tested in the courts, and, if necessary, before

the British Privy Council. The Globe counselled the first ;

that would embarrass the Government. The Orange

friends of the Government urged, we bliee e, the second;

it would remove the onus fromn the shoulders of Ottawa

statesmen. The Lodge adopted the third, which is proba-

lly the most liopeful, thougli that is, perhaps, saying littie

for it. It augurs 111 for the success of a great popular

movement when so many of its leaders have conflicting

political interesta to serve or safeguard.

T E rioners' Aid Association is very properly asking
1T the sympathy and co-opration of tlie religions organi-

zations of the Province in securing the reforms in prison

management on liehaif of which it lias memorialized the

Ontarie Government. It is to be hoped that the response

from the churches may be as hearty and sincere as the

merits of the case demand. Judges, wardens of prisons,

governors of gaols, and inspectera of prisons are, we are

told, agreed that the county gacîs Ilinntead of being

reformatries-as they should be-are, in most cases,

actually schools of vice." This is a most serions arraign.

ment. It impugfls aur intelligence, aur political sagacity

and aur Christian civilization. If the good people addresed

really believe that such evil methôde and influences are

actually working out sucli results in our midât, undur foruj
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nst until a change lias been eftectod. Amongst the refonms '

souglit by the Association is that beys under fourteen,p

net previeusly vicieus, shiallie restored te their parents, C

upon the latter iving a guarantee of tlie future geod con- a

duet of the culprit. Thle Mail mentions a singular case in h

which a ceunty judge let a young culprit go free, underh

suspended sentence, on condition of his father undertaking

ta give the boy a seund whipping undor thie supervision of u

an officer of the court. The Mail thinks that seme punish a

ment cf the kind sheuld lie infiictld in eacli case, as a pre-b

liminany te the sending cf a boy cf confinmed evil propen- c

sities te the [udustrial Schoel or reformatory. Whether c

such a discipline would bie likely te promete or retard the 1

wenk cf referm, which is the sole olýject cf these institu-t

tiens, is a question worth considering. But tliat alI such i

effenders should lie put under the liest possible trainingN

witli a view te reformation, instead cf heing sent ta bord t

witli hardened prisoners in the gaols, admits of no question.1

wT HILE the Canadian Society for the Prevention' cf

Crùèlty to Animais bas been attempting, se far un-

successfully, te put a stop te pigeon sheoting from traps,

a similar society in England has succeeded in bringing a

mucli more dtestall practice under the ban cf the

ceurts. A Nerfolk farmer was sumnmoned liy the agents

of the Society for liaving unlawfully and cruelly tortuned

thirty-two bullocks by dishorning tleim. '[ho accused

admitted the fact. Hie did net deny that the act was pro-

ductive cf the most oxcruciating pain. He înerely pleaded

that it was necessary as increasing the value, cf the animais,

diminisbing the amount of spaco nequirod for them, and

lessening the danger cf their injuring each other. The

local magistrates dismissed the case, but the Queen's Bench

Judges, on appeal, declared that the practice cf dishorning

is absolutely illegal and ouglit tealie suppressed. The two

Judges, Lord Coleridge and Mn. Justice Hawkins, vied

with ecdi ther in thein expressions cf horrer and detesta-

tion. The fermer pronounced it 'ldetestalily brutal," and

the latter shuddered to think that men could be found to

peform an operation se revolting and torturing. We hope

the horrible practice has net found its way into our North-

West ranches; but it is net long since we saw it elalior-

ately defended in an American journal, and the tone cf

the discussion seemed te indicate that the operation was

net an unusual one. It cannot bc tee clearly berne in

mmnd, in reference teaIl sucli acts involving the inflictien

cf unnucessany pain upen the lower animais, that however

strongîy the mute agony pf the peor brutes appeals to eveny

heart net alisolutely callous, the degradation cf the human

seul which resuits inevitably f rom cruel practices is a still

strongen argument for their prohibition. A humano

soriety, well conductod, is coecf the best ageacies for the

oducatien cf human nature on its noblen side

CANADIANS wlio love Ilpeace with heneun " will regret

the occasion whicb lias again cempelled the seizure cf

an American fishing craf t for trespass, 'but they will clearly

see that, if the case bo as reprosented, the cruiser and the

authonities had no alternative. The Dominion Gavera-

ment, with the approval of ail parties, bas, in continuing

the modz6s vivendi sa long after the failure cf the negotia-

tiens which it was dosigned te aid, canied conciliation to

the farthest point consistent with Canadian self-respect

and a due regard ta national riglits. If the evidence cf

intention te fisli within the pnohibited beunds lie as clear

as it seems tealie, even Mn. Blaine can liandly have a word

te say on liebaîf cf a poachor se insensible teail considera-

tiens of honesty and generosity. But wliethen the uncer-

tain Secretary of State approves or disapproves, there is

nething for Canada ta do in tlie meantime but te pursue

the even teor cf lier way. lier present attitude is oe

whicli must commend itself te every unpnejudiced mind.

She bas conceded to the United. States fishermen every

1 privilege and courtesy in lier power, witliout sunrender cf

the territorial riglits which are bers liy the universal îaw

a and custom cf nations. llaving, pursuant te this policy,

, put it ini the power cf cvery Amenican vessel te obtain a

icense under tie modu~s vivendi, on payment of a small

13 fee as a recognition cf sov@reignty, the Çovernment is

9 bound, in defence cf Can adian interest and dignity, te visit

1,the full igeurs of the law upon ail transgressons.

y T HE denial of Sir James Fergusn, in the Britishi liuse

d ocf Gommens, disposes cf the sensational rumeur that

le Canadian seabers in iBehrnig's Sea are te, be proteoted by

s Britishi wartihips. I3eyofld tbat aIl is drkucss. lu the

o multiplicity cf contradictorY rumours it ia uncetain

whetlier the Britishi Government is even continuing to
press the matter upon the attention of the American

Cabinet. It seems incredible, however, that sunob pressure

can be relaxed until the riglits of British subjects on the

high seas are recognized, and compensation made for thie

osses infiicted upon Canadian subjects while in pursuit of

alawful calling. It is still harder to accept the statements

upon whicli the newspapers of the UJnited States seem now

almost agreed, namely, that Secretary Blaine, supported

by tlie President, is determined to assert the jurisdiction

of the United States over the waters on the Alaskan side

of Behring's Sea, regardless of the tliree-mile limit whizli

counds the territorial domain of every other nation. One

thing is brouglit out very clearly by this and other disputes

with the United States which some Canadians miglit do

well to ponder. The powers of an American Administra-

tion in international matters seem practically as aliso-

lute as those of. Germany or, we might almost say, iRussia.

The change of President overy four years, and the complete

reconstruction of the Cabinet whicli political exigencies

thon demand, may result in filling the Cabinet offices with

men unversed in the art, and untrained in the principles

of statesmanship. And yet sucli a Cabinet may commit

the nation to almeet any position, no matter how unten-

able or outrageous, with practical impunity. The apatliy

of tho people, too, is astonishing in _% Republic whicli

boasts se loudly of freedom and iself-government. While

in England the Prime Minister and bis Cabinet can make

no important movement affecting the relations of the

country with another nation, witliout boing at once made

to feel the force of public opinion, and to know that to do

violence te that opinion means sudden overthrow, the

Government of the greatest Republic under the sun lias

carte blanche for four years te work any international

injustice or mischief whicli the wrong-headedness of its

members may dictate. In the present case, for instance, it is

alear that thougli the sound comnion sense cf the majority cf

press and people condemns the alleged attitude cf the

Government, the possibility of compelling a change ia the

interests of international peace and morality seema liardly

te bie taken into the account. What the Government may

do, the people are supposed te sanction, irrespective cf

their views as te the riglit or wrong cf it.*

DEFENDING President ilarrison against the charge cf

having repudiated the pledges cf bis party and him-

self concerning Civil Service Reform, the New York Inde-

pendent says:

" Wo are told as a funther proof cf bis violation cf

bis ewn pledges that lie bas appointed Republican
partisans, men wlio helped his party te win, te bigli
positions. Suppose lielias. No sensible man could expect
him te appoint Democrats. Civil Service Reform does
not require a Republican President to make bis appoint-
ments froni the Democ'ratic Party, non a Democratic Presi-
dent te make bisappointments from the Republican Party.
This is net reform at ail but simple silliness. Reformers
must be reasionable in their demands."

The Inde pendent puts the matter in the most faveur-

able liglit. It ignores the fact that officials cf equal, in,

mainy cases ne doubt cf supenior, ability are being displaced

in order te make room for these partisan appeintments.

But, taking its apology as it stands, te liow low an clbb

must American politics have fallen when even a religicus,

or politico-religicus, paper cf the high standing and calibre

cf the Independent can seriously write thus! The idea

that there is ne necessary connectien between a man's

political. opinions and bis fitness te perform the dutios cf

office in thq Republic, that the sole qualifications fer the

public service should lie personal integrity and ability,

seems net te have dawned upen the editorial mind.

W hile a system. cf appointments in which party considera-

tiens sheuld lie ignored and menit only considered would

lie "csimple silliiiess" in the eyes cf sucli a paper, the

prospeots for anS' Civil Service Reform wortliy cf the

namne must bu small indeed.

T IIE appalling calamity whicli bas se suddenly swept

away whole townsan villages in Western Penasylva-

nia, and hurried their inliabitants by thousandg inte eten-

nity, is probalily witliout a paraîlel in the annals cf destruc-

tion by flood on this centinent. Rad it belonged nmis-

takably ta the class cf disastens that can neithen lie prevented

nor foreseen, thene weuld lie nothing ef t but te alleviate

as f ar as possible the condition cf the suffering survivons,

and te learfl One more impressive beison in regard te the

uncentainty cf human life. But, as far as eau lie gatbened

fnomn the nîeagre facts yet furnished, it is pretty evident

that the event was net one cf that class. Ih appears te


