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instead of six months. Nor is the farmer during that time by any means
restricted to indoor occupations. During the time of sleighing lie bas his hay
to draw in from the hay marsh, where it ivas stacked when cut in the month of
July; hie lias rails to draw in for new fencing, or logs for nexv buildings ; he bias
wheat to draw to miii or market; hie lias wood to haul to the city for sale, and
he can fill up bis spare moments with the feeding of thirty or forty cattie
which during the summer rnonths can ivander on the prairies and grow fat
without the slightest care or trouble being exercised over thern by their owner.
Surely withi ail this to do the winter months cannot prove a/togelhi an idie
time.

Having thus treated of the varions charges against the North-West con-
tained in the pamphlet to which 1 referred in my first article, I shahl hope in
No. III. to present to the readers of the SPEC'rA'roî SOMe considerations as to
the value and prospects of the North-West, which may, perhaps, induce them
to take a somewliat more cheerful view of the future of Canada than that
advanced by the able writer to whom I have hiad occasion s0 fr-equently to
allude, and from whom, at leasi as far as the North-West is concernied, I arn
obliged so widely to differ. Ganad1iali.

MODERN PROGRESS AND THE TRADE QUESTION.

'l'le discussion between Protectioulists and Free Traders is not alw'ays
confined to the main question: Which of the two systems is the best for any
partîcuilar country, or for the world in generai ? A point froquonitly rccurring
in debate is : Which of the two is gaining or losing as the years roll onxvard ?
whichi of the two is destincd to be the victor in the strife ? Looking for it that
there xvili be a survival of the fittest, whichi of «these txvo opposing systems is
likely to be the survivor wvhon the other shaîl have been crushied out and shall
have passcd away ? On which side are the miost rernarkable forces and pro-
(iucts of modern civilization working ? Let nis name, for exanmple, tho steami
engine, the ocean steamers, the locomotive, the teiegraph, the I)riuting p)ress,
and then ask : Are thiese working in favour of Protection or of Froc lI'rade ?
Upon the answer to be given to this questioni muich depeuds ; for, as I have
before stated, if it be shown that the current Frec 'lrade assumiption bc0 truc,
and that thc chief factoms going to make up modern 1)ogress are womking in
favour of that system, thon is Protection sureiy doomed to extinction, like
the strange animais of fam-back geological ages. On the other hand, if it be
shown that thesc charactoristic influrences of mur. tiimo are workiuig il) favour
of Protectionl, then wc almeady soc the handwriting ou the wali ,iviig xvarning
that Free Trade, however fondiy cherishied by a band of able and resolute
supporters, is mnarkcd ont for swift decay and inevitable extinction. Froc
Tradcrs scarceiy doign to argile this question of filct at aIl ; they assume it is a
matter of course thiat they are sailing with the streani, and that ou the vast
moral curment of modemn irogress their systorn is being carried forward iii
triuml. 'fhat this assumpltion shouid corne ont in Free-TIrade speeches is
nothing nexv, for with the orators on that side it is aiways recnrring ; bult the
fact that Mr. Blake in bis recent speech dwoit somcewhat uîuon tis favourite
view of the Free Traders is worthy of notice. Ho did not deai much with
details, but dwcit more uipon general principies, anld lie appueared to rost xvith
much confidonce in the conclusion that, corne this ycar or next yoar what may,
the general xvorking of modemn pmogress mnust bc in favour of Frc l'rade.
Those wlio think with him admit presont victories for Protection in Canada,
the United States, France, and Germany, and a siight stimring up again, even in
Engiand, of a quelstion that yesterday was supposed to have been settied there
once for ail. But ail this is memely the tcmporary backward sweep) of a single
wave, which itself is part and i)amcel of the advancing tide. Iii a few years
after this, if we take actuai measurement, xve shahl sec that the Free-Trade tide
bias been risiug, not failing, as apoeared to unskiliul eyes. Great and xvide-
spread commercial (lepression lias made the people of many counitries uneasy
and discontented, aud they have rushed eagomly for the quack rmecdy of Pro-
tection, throughi whichi it xvas l)romised them that relief xvonid corne. Soon,
however, they wiil dliscover their mistake, and wili reject the nostmum with
whicb tbey have been ini)osed tipon. Meanwhiie the stearn engine and the
teiegraphi (let us take these two as standing for modemn improvoments generally)
are constantly and powerfully wvorking in favour of Free Trade as a system.
Sncb is the viexv of the muatter xvhich Free Traders deiight iii, and we note that
so able a mani as Mr. B3lake, whien glvitng reasons for iîis belief with regard to
the main question, appoared to find noue so sweeping and so conclusive as
this one.

Ilumnan progress lias been by some writers distinguishied into these five
stages,-the savage, the p)astoral, the agricultural, the commercial, and the manu-
facturing. A people who have learned agriculture are more advanced than
they uvho depend upon their flocks and herds only ; and commerce is certainly
an advance upon agriculture, though it rnay not safely supersede the latter, or
attempt to stand apamt and on its own bottom. It appears just as certainly
that manufactuming, which is named last of the five stages, is an advance upon
commerce. Savages the world over are eager to Iltrade " for guns, beads and
hooking-glasses,-articies the making of which is beyond their power. They

can buy these tbings, and they quickiy learn the tise of thcrn, too ; but as for
making them, that is a stage of progross to xvhich they cannot attain. If ever
they do attain to it, then they have ceased to be savages, and are becorne
civilized men. Semi-civilized îîeoples, of inferior deveiopment, may ride on
railway trains, and may have knowledge enough of rnoney matters to pay their
proper fares ;but they cannot build a locomotive, or produce a steel rail-these
are products of the highest civilization only. Let us take a glance backwamds
at the varions stages of progress througbi vhich these provinces bave passed.
In the early days the clearing of the forest, the raising of crops and the making
of roads cmployed the xvhole energies of our xvorking pooille. The diveliers
by the sea, Britons as they were in their turn for maritime affairs, naturaliy
took to building ships, to sailing them, and to fishing. Thon everything soid
in the stores ivas iînported, and the customn carding miii xvas considered about
as great an advance in manufacturing as it xvas worth xvhile to attempt. Duties
of froM 2 Y, to 12 2 per cent. were ievied, for the sake of revenue only ; such
a thing as Protection for the devolopment of home manufactures had not yet
entered into Caliadian heads. But the demand for protection came at last,
and, mark the fact, it carne withi the progmess of the country. When the
country was as yet far behind its present position, thiere was nîo taik of Protec-
tion in these Provinces, any more than there is now in Jamaica, or in Brazil.
Oniy in) a p)rogressive country, or let uis say in a country that lias progressed to
a considerablo extent, does the demnand for Protection arise at alI. At Rio, or
even at the Cape, among our oxvn peolie, withi vhoin progress lias not yet
reaclhed the mannifactuiring( stage, you xvill hear nothing of Protection ; but you
xviii hear much about it in Paris, Berlin, Newv York and Montreal. That
Engiand is the first commercial and manufacturing nation in the world is
admitted, but xvho cornes noxt ? France, Germany and the United States are,
of ail groat nations, the noarest to England in commercial and marnfacturing
dovelopmoent, and there are certain materialities of modemn civilization in which.
one nr the other of them is in advance even of England. Accotant for the fact
tuat these throe great nations, standing in the vol-y fr-ont of modemn progress,
have all adopted P~rotection. It is no0 more coincidence that xve have here, but
real cause and offect. Protection is wanted by the rnost progressive p)olles on
earth, because they xvant to h)ogress stihi more. A non-progressive people
bave no " hankeriig " after Protection, any miore than a savage lias for the
exorcise of a dernonstration ini Etuciid. An unarhiious peoOple, content to stay
xvhere they are, do not agitato for "lprotection to home industries." Does not
the liit of facts sem to show that Protection and progress go together, that
thecy arc going on the samie track, and in the sanie direction ?

It is an argument xvith Froc Traders that the world xviii i) best served by
division of labour, not betweon individuals, for that is conceded, but betxveen
nations. Enigiaud shouid manufacture cotton and imon for ail peopies ; France
shouid cievote lierseif to the p)roduction of siiks and xvines, whiie the United
States shouid drop rnanuifactuming altogether, and bc content to, romain the
granary and prmovision store of Europe. Bhut national ambitions xviii not be
thus confmced. France wants to manuifacture cotton, and the Amemicans xviii
not conten)t tiîemselves uiniess Pittsburg bc as smoky as Sheffield. ýAnd nlow
xve are coming to a bit of philosophy, l)nt of an oxtremely liard and practicai
kind. Lot us namo agaiui these wonderftul modern agencios, the locomotives,
the occan steamers, the p)rinting press, andi the tolegraphi. Wiuat one grand
chamactemîstic is it that pervades them ail, giviuîg them one common, generai
action and tendency ? I answer that they are above ail1 things agencies of
difilsiwn. Their notion is to spmead and scatter, to convey, to send to the ends
of the eamth xvhat xvotîd otherwvise have remained locaiized, confined to parti-
cuiam places only. Exacthy so, somne Free Tmadems xviii say, the oceanl steamship
is a means of diffusion, most cemtainly, it renders it possible, and even conve-
nient, for the Illinois farmner to excliange bis corn for Manchester cotton goods,
or Birmingham hardware. Thbis is to ho admitted; we see that the locomotive,
the scmexv propelier, and the compound marine engine have cbeapened
immenseiy the cost of camrying mercliandiso over long distances. If this weme
ail, the prospects for Free l'rade rnight ho passabiy good. But it is not ahi ;
there is something else to bo obsorved that gmeatly aiters the case. It is flot
ouiiy f >-olicts that are diffnsed, but also the labour, skili and capital which
croate the products. fluere ame instances. The discovery of the Bessemer
steel process in Engiand is folhoxved, almost immediatehy, by the establishment
of the manufacture on the Continent of Europe. and i America, nd aimeady
thore are in the United States Bessemer fumnaces enouglh to make steel rails for
the xvhohe Union. 'l'le manufacture of nitro-glycerino and its compounids, at
first the speciaity of one or two, did not take long to spread to many countries.
Scientifie associations, scientific pemiodicais, "ltrade " joumnals, and the daihy
and xveekiy press quickly miake kuîown to the civilized wvomld this or the other
new discovery that tunîs up. The steam-onginc, the printing press and the
telegraph are great diffusers. A hundred cities to-day wait for the intimation
that the electric highît lias been rnade an economnic success ; were thi 's ascertained
for a facet, Montreal, and even Melbourne, far away on the other side of the
globe, xvould not be long behind London and Paris in utilizing it. The
powver of .climate bias to ho acknowiedged ; we know that the highest civiliza-
tion must keep its seats within the tempemate zones. Within these zones, how-
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