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Two. Lake Simcoe Houses
Scarcely less important thian the designing

of a house is the planning of the, grounds which.
surround it. Only toù f requently we see attrac-
tive irouses eom.pletely. ruined by ill-considered
incongruous settings. For instance thre quiet
d1ignity -of a Georgian city residence may be en-
tirely spoiled by grounds lackin-g tirat degree of
foinality whicli alone could bring tirei in ha-r-
mony witir the building. >Or again, a country
irouse of rambling picturesqueness maiy have its
lawns disfigured by beds of
Canmas and Salv-ia, such
as are usual]y associated
with a city park.

In designing a garden it
sirould be borne in mind
that it crànnot be oonsid-
ered *as a unit in itself.
Since it is dominated by
the house it must of neces-
sity lie subservient to ît,
therefore, that portion of
the grounds whichi immne-
diately surround it should
confor-m to its architec-
tural style. The m&st suc-
cessful gardexi is tire onie
which .is planmed at the
same time as -the ho-use and
in conjunction with it. In
no oth er manuer can sueir
a harmonlous resuit lie
produced. No rule of
tliumb miethods eau be
adopted -ii thre designing
of garde'ns, each site sug-
gests its own requirements
and many a pre-conceived
rule lias to be aband-oned
in order to. preserve exis-t-
ing features of value or to
adjust tire design to diffi-
cuit topographical condi-I
tions.

In the case of Mr. H. H.
Maffon's property at Lake
S.ircoe, there were but
few obstructions to be con-
sidered. Tire land which
lias a gentie -sio-pe from tire
main ro-ad to thre lake was
devoid of tree-s except at
the fringe of thre lake
shrore. , I order to obtain
a good vriew across tire
lake aind at the same time
take full adv-aurage of a
soutir aspect for tire flower
gardeui, the house. was
placed iear tire north'
boundary close to tire l.ake

front. Thre outrance to thre pro'perty is at tire
northeast corner and the driveway follows
irregularly tire nortir bound-ary to tire carriagge
court at the east end ýof tire.building.

In order to give tire bouse tire desired'feel-
ing of elevation and to minimize tire appearancie
-of tire ground falIing towards tire building, the,
main flower garden oin tire soutir front iras been
sunk 21/a feet. Tire sunken garden wiren com-
pleted will ho laid out witlr formai. flower bed.,s
grouped round a liJypond. A pergola a-t tire
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