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The Housing Situation in Canada.

The fact that steps are being formulated to
bring about an improvement in the present
situation shows that serious consideration is
being given by public officials and others to the

growing searcity of houses in our cities and in- -

dustrial districts. One evidence of this is the
proposal put forth in Toronto to relax the build-
ing regulations so as to permit of the erection
of small three-storey apartments in present
restricted areas, as well ‘as to sanction the re-
modelling of existing buildings into apartments
where such changes are now prolnb1ted by regu-
lation. Itis pomted out that unless some meas-
ure is taken to insure the provision of more
housing accommodations now, the city will be
confronted with a condition many times more
serious after the war. Toronto alone expects
an increase this year of thirteen thousand to her
present population, and it is estimated by those
best competent to judge that within the next
three to four years from twenty to twenty-five
thousand additional houses will be necessary to
meet the city’s growing requirements.

“a willing disposition to co-operate.

That the situation is an acute one in a general
way is also indicated in the report of the execu-
tive committee presented at the recent conven-
tion of the Canadian Manufacturers’ Associa-
tion, and likewise in the action of the Ontario
Government in appointing a committee under
the chairmanship of Sir John Willison to in-
vestigate housing conditions throughout the
province.

According to the report of the manufacturers,
accommodations for housing the working class,
which were far from being satisfactory in pre-
war days, have in the last three years grown
steadily worse. This is due among other causes
to the fact that Government factories have been
erected in Canada without provisions being

made to house the workers, and also to the fact
that large war orders have resulted in private
corporatlons increasing the population of cer-
tain districts without any corresponding de-
velopment in the establishment of housing
facilities. -

Taking these circumstances into considecation
and recognizing that private enterprise for ob-
vious reasons, is not building houses anywhere
in proportion to present needs, a condition ex-
ists which is foreing a large portion of a grow-
ing population to occupy overcrowded and
unsanitary habitations, and these are available
only at inereased rentals to what the tenants
should be expected to pay.

Just how the problem can best be met is some-
thing which remains to be seen. Tt looks as
thmwh it is something with which both the
Government and mumclpahtles will have to
earnestly deal, and in which the manufacturers
in their own interest will in all likelihood show
Conditions
in Canada are not unlike those in England and
the United States, where both the Government
and factory owners are aiding and finaneing
housing developments in the mdustrlal areas.
Even tlns has alrecady been done .by certain
manufacturers in Canada on a small scale.

The main thing in solving the present problem
is to deal with it intelligently, and there is a
promise of this in the committee which the On-
tario Government has appointed. In Sir John
Willison the committee will have a eapable
chairman gifted with observation and executive
ability, W’ho will be able to give the committee
the benefit of his counsel and e\perlence in
similar work. It.is likewise fortunate in having
as a member Mr. Frank Beer, who will bring to
the board a practical knowledge gained as presi-
dent of the Toronto Housing Company, which
has previously dealt with similar problems.
Other members include progressive citizens and
representatives of the laboring interests, giving
the committee a personnel 'Whlch should enable
it to decide on a policy based upon sound and

. definite conclusions.



