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I lis narrow escape, lie arose with a spring
anil once more grasping his staff, hob-
1)Ièd with renewed vigor in pursuit of
his assailant, wbio soon vanished from
sighit and bearinig into the clarkz nighit.

.it was after miidnigbit wbien lie arrived
iii the city anci passcd clown strcet after
street, uinobserved by the few who
chaiiced to be ont at that late hour. 1-is
stel) wvas slow and hcavy, but lie mioved
wvith an apparent disregard for bis fa-
tigue, Once hie pauseci, opened slowly
tic cloor of a ioclginig-housc and looked
iii. An olci xoniafl, wbose voice pro-
clainied lier a hiag,- screamiec furiouslY
at hîmii and slaI)ped the door in his face.
1-le tulrned away slowly witbi the saine
suibmissive silence that liad character-
ized bis every action. I-e nioved a littie
fardier dtown the street andi pauseci again
1)efore a dinmly liglitec window. Sniow
hiad begun to fail xvith the colci rail
anid the streets wvcre wet and slippery.
1-1e strove to rise, but could do no more
than sit up. lus strength hiad comiplete-
ly gone. A drowsy numbness seeieci to
pasthîrouglib hl like a chili, and then
lie feit w'armi again. The dripping- sn'ow
feiluUofl bis uncovcred liead, and lie
bowcd bis face sloxvly in his biands and
Slept.

'IL
'.Ihe(ldging-liouse before whichi the

footworn vagrant biad incidentally
paused, biad been tic scene of many a
Iawlcss hiour. SiJen of w\ealtli, meni of
rank even, wblo*Nislied to pass a niglit
unobserved in loose pleastires, biac for
sonie Nears macle tbis their rendezvous.
The keeper, xvbo liappened to be blind
in one eye, seemied to sec Iess tban haif
of u1hat Nvent on bcneath. bis roof ; anci
whbat lie clid sec w-as treated witli cool
disregard. H-e w~as unnîarried, but liad
foi, sonie y-ears su pported an old xvonan
as bis miistress. Sbe biad a bistory that
nione but hierseif seemeci to know and
fewv careci to learn. Thougli a virago
l)y nature, she had the factulty of talkinig
in the nmost wheedling tones Mien occas-
10n required, and sniflecl viciotisly at
tnes, even whien a snvile seemied most
out of place. The frequenters of tbe
Place spoke of lier only as "the biag,"
and invariably adlcressed bier as

"rniothier.ý' Thou g-h miistress to the
kzeeper, lie wvas by nio nmeans lier master.

On this nighit lîttie pleasure wvas fouinc
in loitering- about tbe colci streets. Con-
sequently, a lnmber of meni and wornien
had sougbit shielter in the large rooni of
the old lodging-house. A-s it gre\v later,
noisy groups passeci out one by one, and
before iclnighit only tbirec persons were
left in tbe rooili. A wvonian and two
mien (one a miilitary officer), were scat-
c(t at a table in one corner, talkinob
quietly. The oficer icaneci back leis-
urely iii bis chair anci ptulled out his
w'atcb.

kolai, according to bis promise, should
have been back at least ani hour ago."

-\'Vere cl lie go ?" askecl the other.
6UO5h, li ac some littie ctifficulty xvitlî

tbe tenants on bis estate a fewv miles
ont."

-11'1 wager it's a wonian that keeps
imii," broke iii the ~~oa."Those

1)easant girls, you know, are iii love \Vitli
iiiedals and fine clotlies.e'

-I haventt seen Ibi n mucli with the
girls since lie rici bimself of bis wvife,"
returnied the officer.

-His \vif(-,!" exclainmed the vonaii.
*\'Vb7]at. N ickolai 's \%ifC ?"
-Of courise!"ý broke in the man.

'*Dicln't von lcnowv Nickolai bad a wvifc 1'
-Yon no, saici tbe officer quietly,

-lic lia liber e.xiled less than a nionth

"NO . .1 neyer knew," rel)lied the vo-
nman. "But why did lic have lier sent
aýý,av?

"Perbaps becauise slie wvasn't I)retty
enloughy,"i saici the officer, witb a sinile.

"More likely because she wvas too
vît-tuons," replied the gentlenian, casu-
ally. "Ohi, you felloivs cati do pretty
ncarlv %vbat ),ou like ! If yon wverc al
like Niekolai

ýýl."interrupted the officer, "but
we enot."

"No," retorted the w'oman, "but not
far fronm it."

J ust then the door wvas thrown sud-
deinly open, and a man dressed in a
nuiilitary riding-habit, stepped into the
room. The youing officer arose and adi-
vanced to ieet him.


