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Figures are dry reading to most readers,
but they will be made brief, and as they
will be submitted in contrast to the pre-
sent period or nearly thereto, they will be
found possessing especial interest.

The saine author says, " That some tim-
ber and boards or deals, to no great extent,
are also brought down from the American
branches of that water in rafts." " Cattle
to the number of perbaps 10,000 head, fish,
meats, butter and other provisions are car-
ried over." British manufactures, West
ldian produce and specie and some fure
are taken baock in return. Such are given
as the principal importa aud exports in that
quarter.

The next given is the trafflo by land car-
rige bom Maine to Lower Canada. There
were imported in 1881-

Horse. Beeves. Obeep. Fresb Fish.
249 1,394 936 14 tons.

The value of these and some other arti,
cles not enumerated is stated to be £15,000.
The returns are similar to those last mon-
tioned. 0f the traMo between Vermont and
the Eastera Townships no particulars are
given. Blis usys . IIt cannot be of great
aMount or value, nor will it probably be-
come so until the navigation of the St.
Frances be improved and connected with
Lake Memphramagog, which the parallel of
latitude here forming the American bound-
ary crosses in about the middle."

A steamboat, he says, is already plying
upon this lake, and its waters when cou-
nected with the St. Lawrence will un-
doubtedly become the seat of a consider-
able commerce. "Notwithstanding fre-
quent portages," says Bliss, "the St.
Frances is already the channel by which
about 1,500 barrels of ashes, some timber
and other articles are brought into the St.
Lawrenoe, and British manufactures sent
up into Vermont." He states that "the
Intercourse on Lake Champlain was much
interrupted by the impolitic measures
enaeted relating to intercolonial trade."
Mont of these errors he says were " sub.
sequently remedied, and the trade which
deelined under their operation and which

-bas also been diverted by a canal to the
Hudson, seeme to be now reoovering and
perhaps already equals and will probably
soon exceed its former amount."

He gives the following figures as the
returns for the year 1824-5, and to which is
annexed what appears to be a very imper.
feet account of the quarter ending July 5,
1881.
PRINCIPAL ARTICLES IMPORTED INTO LOWER CANADA

BY LAKE OHAMPLAIN IN TEE YEABS

18N. 15. 1i3'.

Ash barr..., 6,171 6,028 1,840
Wheat ..... ,................ .....
Corn............6,356 2,654 .
Plour and Meal.. 964 298 ......

Bi.... ......,,..,..............59,218
Beef, barrels ... 464 2,811.
1Pork............ 6,069 14,462 ......

Butter, Meat and 1
other provisions, 1,411,967 1,621,866 76,897
pounds .......

Tobacco......... 227,114 127,862 295,078
Cattle, No....... 4,831 6,815 3,390
Frrs, No........25,982 38,104.
Hides and Skins.. 24,709 29,301 21,410

f 870,890 407,567 ......
Timber, pieces.. 17,554 53,000 75,000

The same author continues, " That from
the parallel of 459 on the St. Lawrence to
Lake Ontario, the commercial intercourse
with the American territories is at present
carried on in large boats or batteaux, built
for ascending the rapide of that river. He
gives as the leading articles imported into
Montreal from. the United States down the
St. Lawrence:

1830
Ashes-barrels .......... 15,375
Wheat-bushel................
Flour-barrels.........86,781
Beef " .... ,...... 77
Pork " .......... 2,868
Tobacco leaf, hhde........132
Do. manufaotured, kg. .. 1,806

Of the intercourse between the

1831.
18,112

2,646
42,000

1,541
3,910

93
2,302

British
and American sides of Lakes Ontario and
Erie and the straits of Niagara and De-
troit and other waters westward, no returns
appear to be made to the customs in this
country, and no certain information could
be obtained.

The tonnage owned on botha ides seemed
to be nearly equal on the two lakes, though
very different on each if the following esti-
mate of the amount approach nearly to the
truth :

(ntario. Brie.

Steam. Ves- Steam-
Vesels. ers. Tous. i els. ers. Tons.

British..100 9 12,700 10 3 1,600
American 30 5 4,500 850 10 17,000

130 14 17,200 360 13 18,600
What a contrast to the fleets that may

now be seen gaily gliding over the waters
of Canadian lakes !
"With their cargoes, stores and crewsonboard."

MAXIME MARITIME.

THE A.0. U. WORKMEN.

The Ontario jurisdiction of this Order
continues to meet with much success in the
matter of increasing the membership, but
the Order, as a whole, is not keeping pace
with Ontario by any means, relative to pop-
ulation. The gain in membership in this
province for July is given as 542, while the
whole of the other twenty-four grand lodges
furnished only 1,063 of.an increase. In other
words, Ontario's two millions of people are
taking a much larger proportionate interest
in this very doubtful enterprise than the
forty or fifty millions in its own fatherland
are now doing. If they continued to bave as
much faith in it as Canadians unfortunately
seem to have, their share would beto give
it au increase of upwards of 10,000 mem.
bers per month. Some of the State grand
lodges did much more than this, relatively,
in the Order's earlier days, when all its
members were young, and full of hope and
confidence; but they have grown wiser and
older, and assessments have come faster,
and a srt of sadness, born of disappoint-
ment, has settled down over the American
contingent. While members in Ontario
still hope that they eau maintain their cer-
tificates for about $16 to $20 in assessments,
there are very few grand lodges on the

south aide of the boundary liue whose
members have not, years ago, left behind
all hope of any snobhlight levy. The
Michigan Herald, the organ of the Order in
our nearest Western State, tries to comfort
the members with the fact that the "aver-
age bas been found to be about 824 per
$2,000, and when in any year it cet lems
than this, the members have gained just so
much." That's all very well for those In
whose case it does cost less than $24, even
though they were at firet made to believe
that $14 or #16 would be the highest; but
what about the other half, who are being
forced out under a pressure of very much
more than $24 a year ? Illinois, for in-
stance, bas made no gain in membership
for five years past, and New York and
Peunsylvania and Ohio, and half a dozen
other States,-have apparently come to the
top ot the bill, and are about joining l
the down-grade movement which has set
in. People who eau get their life insur.
auce in a regular company, backed by a
reserve fund, for $20 to *30 for *2,000, if
not over 80 years of age, will fot long con-
tinue to pay $45 and upward, as in Ohio,
or even $80 and more, as of late In Penn-
sylvania, and be under the uncertain yoke
of increasing assessments. We don't blame
them.

The Workmen increased their entire
membership throughout the United States
and Canada for the twelve monthe end-
ing May 1st of this year, by 29,418. But
during the year ending August lst an In-
crease of ouly 23,830 is reported. The
whole amount paid for death losses lat
year was *5,307,588, or $442,900 per month,
but last month it rose to $517,750. The
membership in good standing, August lit,
is stated at 294,745. This is the largest
membership of any of the molern asseas-
ment orders.

Not only in the United States, but in
Canada also, have the death claims begun
to show au unusual rise. It was not until
Nov. lit, last year, that "Assessment No.
f3 " was called for from Ontario's mem-
bers, but No. 13 is found this year in the
call of Sept. 1st-two months earlier than
last year. Some reason for this may be
seen in the age to whih smome of the
members have attained. The first six
in the September call bad reached, re-
spectively, 42, 49, 52, 46, 44 and 59. The
absurdity of carrying a riek on a man 59
years of age at the same price as bis
grandson of 21, cannot be too often pointed
out. The cost of risk at the one age, for
one year's insurance of $2,000, is 49.44,
and at the other age ouly *15,72. Te
years later it would have increased to
$113.50 in the eue case, but ouly to $17.00
in the case of the young man. The ex-
pectancy of a man at 59 is 14 years, and at
21 it is 42 years. No enterprise founded
upon such inequity between the members
eau possibly be a permanency, and itbis
therefore not to be wondered at that the
A.O.U.W. has begun, in most of the States,
to enter upon the down.hill course. Its
Ontario members should take warning iu
time, as most of the Ontario members in
the Iron Hall did, and ntoît of those in the
defunot Canadian Mutual Aid did not, and
refuse te pay longer when they find the
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