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It goes wvithout saying that it behoovcs every mniebcr, cf the profession il%
bis intercoursc wvithl his professional brethren to observe thc spirit, if flot the
letter, of the code of ethics, for nothing ks more calculatcd to bring the profes-
sion into clisrcpute than unsecmnly rivaîlries and jealousies am-ong the mnembers,
Upon this phase of the question it is not necessary te enlarge.

1 think it fair to concede that the Medical Counicil, the executive bçody
entrusted wvjth the administration of the Medîcal Act, have, ail tbings consid-
ered, administered the trust w'iscly ani 'veil, both in the public interests and
in the interests of medical sciexice. Wvhile the standard of admission to eicm
bership of the College of Physicians and Surgeons has beeii graciually raised
te kcep pace %vith discovery and advancing knoivledge, it lias not been raised
too highi te admit a goodly number of cligible recruits to the medical armny
in this Province, wvell prepared to grapple succcssfülly w'ith disease in every
form. So that the citi7ens of this country, in city, town, hamiet or rural
neigbIborhiood, are ivithiu easy rcach aud have no reason to coi-nplain of
cither the quantity or quality of the medical service at their comimand.
Neithecr have thcy any grounci of complaint in the line of exorbitant
charges ; for, cxceptingy the fees required by a fcev spccialists in certain classes
of disease, the charges are exceediugly moderate, even te, persons iu affluent
circumstances; and the instances are not numerous %vbiere medical practi-
tioners in long and ex,,tensive practice accumnulate au> ibing beyoncl a mere
competence. And to the crcdit of the profession bc it spoken, mnuch of its
most anxious toil and service is rendercd without remuncration, and flot
unfrequently without tbanks. There is in the profession r-nuch of the spirit
of unselfishiness that was se i-arked a characteristic in tbat favorite ideal
drawn by t1he peu of genius-William Mr.Lure of Drumtocbty.

I have long hel.-d the opinion, wvhich growNs stronger,%with the passing years,
that the Meclical Council wvould give a decided impetus to the study of mnedi-
cal science in2 this Province! and raise the average standiard, of knoivledge te
a higher plane than it bias yet reached by awvarding annually one or more
scholarships to, the candidates wvbo shoived the greatest talent and proficicncy
in certain subjects, the scholarships or fellowvships wc takze the form of the
ýexpeuses of a post-graduate course in one or other of the farnous sehools
of Europe or America. I believe that sucb an application of a portion of the
revenues of the Council-which by the estimnates of the Finance Com-mittee
for 1896-7 amnounts to the large sum Of $3o,ooo-wvould have a tendency te,
remove wvhatever suspicion exkts in a portion of the public mmnd, and in the
minds probably of students, that high fees and difficuit exarninations are
intended as much to prevent overcrowding and competition in the profession
as to secure a high standard of medical education.

I cannot help believing, also, that sucb a measure on the part of the Council,
combined with a disposition te, curtail its own ordinary expenses, would bc
popular with the profession and largely remove the reluctance which se many
inembers have shown to pay the sm.all annual assessment, and ivho do not
believe in the wisdorn of somne of the business transactions cf tbje Council
cluring the past.

At ail events, I feel persuaded that the results of extended study and
investigation> encouraged in the manner xvhich I have indicated, wvoulid greatly
redound to the standing and dignity of the profession both at home and
abroad.


