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DECISIONS REGARDING NEWSPAPERS.
1. Any person who takes a paper regularly
om the Post ofMce, whether directed to his own name or
&nother’s, or whether he has subscribed or not, is respon-
#ible for payment. :

2, If a person orders his paper disoontinued
he aust pay all arrears, or the publisher may,coniinue to
send It untll payment 18 made,and then collect the whole
amount, whether the paper 18 taken from ithe office or not

3. In suits for subscriptions, the suit may be
\natitnted 1n the place where ithe paper s published at
thoughthe subsorlber may reside bundreds of miles away

4, The courts have decided that refusing to

take newspapers or periocdieals from the Post office,or
removing and leaving themuncalled for, 1a prima fanie
evidenoo of intentlonal frand.

OALENDAR FOR JUNE,

Juxg ‘7th—20d Sunday after Trinity.

[ Notice of St. Barnabas ]
11th—8¢, Barnabas, A. & M,
14th—3rd Bunday aftor Trinity.
21st—4th Sunday after Trinity,

[Netice of St. Jokn Baptist ]
24th—Nativity of St. Jobn Baptist.

| Athanasian Creed ]
28th~b6th Sanday after Trinity.

| Notice of St. Peter.]
29th—8St. Poter. A. & M.
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UNWESLEYAN METHODISHM,

The observance of the hundredth anniversary
of John Wesley's death snggests certain refleo~
tions which found no place in the speeches and
the sermons delivered at the celebration referred
to, It is obvious on such an ocoasion to wonder
what Jobn Wesley's own opinion would have
been of tho proceedings held to do honor to his
memory, could he have beon prosent af them.
‘What, to begin with, would he have thought of
the titles borne by the principal speakers ? He
wonld huve heard of a Prosident of a Wesleyan
Morhodist Conference, of u President of the
Methndist New Connexion, of a President of
the Primitive Methodist Connoxion, of a Presi-
dent of the Bible Christian Connexion, of a
President of the Wesleyan Reform Union, of a
Pregident of the TUwnited Methodist Froe
Churches. What would the Founder of
Methodism have said to the stato of things
among poople professing to be his followers
whioh this list of cfficials reveals ? ,

But whatever might be tho feeling of amasze-
ment with which John Weeley would have
witnossed the rending ssunder of those calling
themsolves Mothudists into at least six separate
orgunizations, the venersble and saintly man's
surprise would have boon greater still if he had
realised the relation in whioh they all stand to
the Church of which he himself, to the day of
his death, was a devoted son. No faot in his-
tory is beiter established than the loyalty of
John Wesley to the Church of England His
system, 88 Mr. Urlin observes in the Newbery
House Magozine, was derigned to suppliment,
not to supplant, that ~f the Church. Heoalled
the buildings used ‘for his devotional servioes

~

‘preaching houses’ not ‘chapels’ He was
gorupulously careful to arrange thatthe service
gshould be held at hours when they should not
olash with the Church services, ‘Only when a
olergymsn cfficiated,’ says Mr. Urlin, ‘as was
the csse in London, Bath and Dablin, would
Weeley allow of services in Charch hours.’

It is true that, towards the end of his life,
Wesley found the movement he had started
slipping cut of his control. He could not ensure
that the system should remain purely supple-
mentary to the Church., But it is & remarkable
faot that, in drawing up his Trust Deed of 1784.
he expressly provided that the Methodist
Society should be, at any rate, capable of per-
mament comb nation with the Chmroh. To
quote Mr. Urlin again: ‘The body is perpetual,
the trust is well-defined, and the property has
become enormoas, But the whole machine is
legally oapable of being worked within the en—
closure of the English Church. The Conference
would in such case, continue to ba the patrons,
as such nominating to all posts of duty; and
having legal rights analogous to those of the
Simoon Trustees or the Council of Ksble
College.’ Yet, at the present day, we see six
large religions denominations, all professing to
follow Jobn Wesley, though they are as separate
from, if not a8 antagonistic to, the Church of
England as are the Independents, or the Baptists,
or any other seote of Dissenters. This; then, in
the vast difference between the Methodism of
Wesley and the Methodism of those who style
thomselves Wesleyand, It is tibe difference
between loysl Churchmanship and Dissent pare
and eimple. _

The time has gone by when we used tobe
told that Wesloy and his disciples had been
‘osst out’ of the English Church. That unhia-
torical fiction has long since been exploded. The
Church, in Wesley’s time, had been foroi-
bly and fradulently deprived by the state of her
Convooations, 80 that no formal action of the
Churoh either for or against Wesleyanism was,
at that period, possible. Nor was Wesley ever
inbibited or formally censured by any Bishop
or Roolesiastioal Court; so that such allegations
as that the Church was hostile to Methodien,
or that the Methodists were ‘driven out’ of the
Church, are absolutely unfounded.  And it is
further to be noted that, although Wesley's
death was almost immediately followed by the
sstting-up of & rival organieation to that of the
Churoh, yet the Wesloyana did not professedly
Jeave the Church. On Churoh principles their
action was undcubtedly schismatical, bat they
themsslves did not profess to have left the
Church. AsMr. Urlinenys, ‘the Wesleyans,
in their corporate charaoter, have never for-
mally seceded. Fifty years since, most of the
Wesloyan families kept up a traditonal tie, by
resorting to their Parish Churches on ocoasions
of Marriage and Baptism ; and they often wounld
deny that they were Nenconformists. When
away from their homes they frequented
Charohes, and avoided Dissenting places of
worship, Their politioal and social inflaence,
althongh not great, was always exercised in the
same direotion,’

To a very great extent this was still true only
a fow years ago, and there are looalities where
it is trne even now, Bat no one can watoh the
ocourse of events at ull closely without perceiv-
ing that what professes to be Wesleyanism is
sharing the fate of the other Dissenting bodiea.
The various Dissenting denominations are
steadily losing their distinotiveness of dootrine,
and becoming sassimilated to each other in &
common type of theological Liberalism. The
Downgrade of Diseent is, there is reason to
think, to be witnessed in Wesleyanism as else-
where. We have no desire to emphasise unduly
the faot that, at the Wesley Centenary celebra.
tion, speoial prominence was sacoorded to ‘s
representative of the Uritarian Churches

bearing an address signed by membera ot 200
Unitarian families.” At the same time, if this

means what it ocertainly seems to mean, it

might well make John Wesley turn in his grave
with horror at the thought that those who pro-
fess to be his followers should publicly associate
themselves with a phase of religious belief
which posserses 10 olaim to be oonsidered
Christian in any sense.

It is to be feared that Wesleyanism, like
other forme of Diszent, is becoming less and
less of a religious movement, and more and
more of & political organization. We refer, not
80 much to individual Wesleyans, as to the
officials and wirepullers of the various Wes-
leyan denominations; Envy of the Charoh is
forcing all forms of Dissent into the arms of
Radioalism, It is long since Dissent was well
described as ‘the backbone of Radicalism.’
Wesleyanism, once an exception to this rale, is
g0 no longer. The rapid decay of its spiritual
power could not be better exemplified than by
the attitude recently adopted by the Wesleyan
Methodists on the Hduoation question. That
attitnde may be summed up in & single sen~
tence ;—Better the foroible establishment of
universal compulsory non-religious ednosation
than that the Church should be allowed to keep
her schools any longer,

‘We must frankly avow the opinion that for
those who to-day call themselves Wealeyans to
profess reverence for John Wesley's memory
is an utlerly hollow and unreal proceeding, They
tnke his name but they repudiate all that he
held dear, Who can doubt that, if Wesley were
nlive now, he would devote all his-energies to
working inside that old Church of Englard
which, eince his days, has so eularged her
borders and so fully realised the ideal he set
before himself f—The Church Eclectic.

EDITORIAL NOTES.

WinnipEe CoNFERENOE.—AfL the opening of
his 8ynod on the 2nd of Jane instant, the Lord
Bishop of Ontario ip his Address, referred to
the report of the Winnipag Confereace and its
recommendations, His Lordship is very out-
gpoken ir his opposition fo the resolutions of
the Conference, and declined to rescommend to
his Synod, “to pass resolutions for its adoption

or otherwise” as he had been requested, Oa the
contrary, he suggested the formation of a
strong committee to take the whole matter into
ocousideration and report at the next session of
Synod. Speaking of the plan proposed by the
Conference of & GRNERAL SYNOD, his Liordship
says: ‘I know of no pressdent for such Legis-
lation. It is an innovation: one, too, of & most
serious kind. The novelty of the proposal is
not of necessity an objection, but I do distrust
all modern systema of Charch government, If
a committee of this Synod is appointed, I wish
them to consider whether there is apy instance
or any thing that makes it probable that the
Provinoial Synod oan be worked harmonioasly
with the General Synod.” His Lordship then
illnatrated his position by reference to Eng-
land, Sootland and the United States; and
concludes this part of his remarks: 'I shounld
prefer that this new system of a General Synod
over-riding the Provincial Synods should be
tried elsewhere than in Canada.’

His Lorpsaip tonched upon that which
several members of the Conferencealso claimed
would be the case, namely, that the P.ovincial
Synods would, under the assignments of powers
made to the General Synod be shorn of all real
power and deprived of authority and dignity.
If, says he, 'It (the General Synod) assumes the
most important items of legislation, now per-
formed by the Provinoial Synods, the latter
will die of inanition, aud by-and-bye will fall
into contempt; beosuse when the olass of
subjeots suggested by the Conference as proper-
ly coming within jarisdiotion of the Genersl
Synod is withdrawn from the Provinoial

Synods, the ocoupation of the latter is gone.’



