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Gencral Sheaffe, who had been cntrenched liere, at once re-

treated with his men to the Half-Moon Battery, a littie far-

ther to the east. 'l'le Americans followcd up their advan-

tage, and Sheaffe and lis troops wcre conmpelled ta retire to

the Garrison, from whence a brisk, fire wvas opened upon the'

advancing Aniericans. Thle latter had reachied a point about

tw~o hundred yards ta the -west of the Garrison, where they

had corne ta a ternporary liait. Just then a runibling of the

ground 'was feit, and iii another second thcre wvas a tremen-

(tous explosion. For a moment the town and the waters of

the lake ýeenied ta heave ta and fro as thoughi imipelled by

a mighty earthiquakc. The secret of this commotion was

that Sergeant Mardiali, an EngliAh officer on duty at the

magazine, hiad blowvn it tmp, ta prevent the enemny from gain-

ing possession cf the large quantity of pawder - no less than

500 barrels - which was stored there. The effect cf the ig-

nition of sýuch a quantity cf gunpowder must have been ter-

rible indeed. Thcli air far several hiundred yard., round in

every direction, for a single moment, seenied ta, be charged-

with fragments cf timber and great boulders which had

formed part cf the walls cf the magazine. When the smnoke

clcarcd away it discloscd a sickening scene. More than two

liundred Amnericans lay strewni uponi the plain, many cf theni

iiortally hurt, and fifty ef theni killed outright. Among

those miortally wounded Nvras the young Brigadier-General

hinisclf, who was crushed by the shoiver cf stonies-, and died

withini a few heurs afterwards.

Major-General Sheaffe, ail through this contest at York,

seems te have lest his head. Plis preparatieris for the de-

fence cf the tewn had bcen altagether inadequate, and hie

did flot even turni te the best account suclb insufficient means

als he had prepared. He availed himisclf cf the confusion

following the explosion to beat a retreat. Hc placed hini-

self at the head cf as inany cf the regulars as hie ceuld get


