THE FARMER'S JOURNAL:

How to Buy a Horse.
DEFECTS TO BE DETECTED IN AGE,

EYES AND WIND.

In a. recent number we pointed
out a few short rules for the selection
of horses by purchasers not preterd-
ing to be perfect judges of the ani-
mal ; dwelling on the points of ex-
cellence in the form of the horse
which should - be principally sought
for in making a cho'ce. We proceed
to indicate briefly some of the most
ordinary defects, diseases and un-
soundness to which horses are labe
and for indications of which every
buyer ought 10 look before : compiet-
ing his. purchase. The more-deéply
seated aliments and intricate com-
plaints are not to be detected at a
glance, sometimes not even after a
thorough examination even by a jud-

ge ; to allude to.them, therefore, for

the benefit of a novice,” would be
worse than absord.’

. +7In speaking:of-the -age of horses.

we obgerved before, that the number
of years which the animal has li-ed
is indicated, up to his seven h year,
by marks in the teeth of ‘both jaws,
but: principally of the.lower jaw,
which vary every year until the
¢ighth, when they become aobliterai-
ed: We added that they are diffi-
cult to learn, and impossible to ex-
plain without the aid of diagrams.
We should perhaps have said also
that there is'a gystem of jockey ras-
cality by which false marks are for-
grd on the teeth of aged horses, ma-
king them appear to be six or seven
years old, which may- deceive, and
often do deceive navices, but are
thrown away on judges and old
hands. 'This system i called Bish-
oping, and is executed by the ugse
of a file and the usual cautery. There
are, however, some signs of extreme
-age in the horse which can easily be
‘reeogrized by any one',  some uf
which are ‘infallible: One  of these

'
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is the fact haiin a young horse the
crown of the tooth is ablong or' ra-
ther obovate in form, lengthwise,” 68
in the line of the jaw-bone; but
that in very old horses the crowns
change their shape ami beeome ob-
long or obovate across the jaw-bone!
When, therefore, the tovth has assu-
med this form, or has eveti- become
murh modified from the longitudi-
nal shape, it is certain that the horse
is too old 10 he a desirable - acquisi-
tion, A seeond s gn is the length of
the teeth from the root 1o the erown,
and theif anguiar protrusion like
those of the haré or- rabbit ; in beth
which particulars the increase is re-
galar with the inciease of'age.  In-
deed, the degree of this protrasion ig
said to be so certwin and infallible
that a machine has beén invented by
the french veterinarians-for ‘measur-
ing the angle of protrasién, by which
1t is alleged that the éxact uge can
be ascertained up 1o any known pe-
riod of equine-life. “Withotit under-
taking to answer for this; we should
advise a buyer always 10 lack to the
points mentioned § as it is extréme
age which one seeks to avoid, with
reason, not maturity,or even the coni-
mencement of ‘decline.  lxcept {0
4 tacing man, it maiters liitle whe-
ther the hoise he buys be four, six,
eight or nine years old, provided that
he be sound, suitable in other res-
peets, and free fiom the effects and
marks of hard  labor and wear and
tear; remembering always that ‘if
the buyer requires a horse Yor immeé-
diate hard use, he shoold not pur-
chase one undersix ; and, if thé ani-
mal be perfectly sound, “aind : frish
and cleanin hizlegs, he will be wiser
to bay at eight or niné-\hanyeinger.

We now coe 1o the ¢yes,‘Which
of all the pans of the Horse are, ex-
cept the legsy of the most ‘vital im-
portane#, and in which it is often tiie
most difficult to detect impeHedtion.
There:are somergpeecies 0f=bl§tidnes_’é,

which to'a eoffitiion obséiver give o



