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How to Buy a Horse.
DEFEoTS TO BE DETECTED IN AGE,

EYES AND WIND.

In a recent number we pointed
out a few short roles for the selection
of horses by purchasers not preterd-
ing to be perfect judges of the ani-
mal;. dwelling on the points of ex-
cellence in the form of the horse 1
which should be principally sought
for in making a cho'ce. We proceed
to indicate briefly sorne of the most
ordinary defects, diseases and un-
soundness to which horses are liabe
and for indications of which every
buyer ought to look before complet-
ing his purchase. The more-deeply
seated aliments and intricate com-
plaints are not to be detected at a
glance, sometims not even after a
thorough examination even by a jud-
ge ; to allude to them, therefore, for
the beuefit of a novice , would be
worse than absurd.

In.speaking.of:the age of horses.
we observed before,: that the numbet
of years which the animal has Ji- ed
is indicated, up to his seven h year,
by marks in the teeth of both jawi,
but· principally of the. lower Jaw,
which vary every year until the
eighth, when they become obliterai-
ed. We added that they are diffi-
cuit to learn, and impossible to ex-
plain without the aid of diagrams.
We should perhaps have said also
that there is·a system of jockey ras-
cality by which false marlks are for-
gwd on the teeth of aged horses, ma-
king them appear to be six or seven
years old, which nay deceive, and
often do deceive novices, but are
thrown away on judges and oId
hands. This system is called Bih-
oping, and is executed by the el
of a file ànd the usual caulery. Ihere
are, however, some signs of extreme
ýage,in the horse wbich can easily be-
ýeeognized by any one, soment
*hlich are infallible. Onêe of these

-is tl fact ihai in a young horse %Ie
crown of the tooih is oblong or ra-
ther obovate in form; Iengtkwiôe, or
in the line of the jaw-bone ; but
that in very old horses the crowns
change iheir shape and become ob-
long or obovate across the jaw-bone.
When, therefore, the tooih has assu-
med this form, or has ever become
rtmuh modfied from the longituidi-
nal shape, it is certain that the horse
is 1oo old to be a desirable acquisi-
tion. A second s gn is the length of
the teeth fro', ihe root to the erown,
and their anguîiar protrusion like
those of the haré or rabbit ; in bho
which particulars the inerease isre-
gaular with the ineîease oftgé . Iri-
dfeed, the degree of t1is protrnsion is
said to be wo certain and ihîfallible
that a machine bihs beéen invented by
the french veterinariansfôr measur-
ing the angle of proiru-sidn,hb which
<t is alleged that the exact age can
be nseertainedý up 1o aiy known pe-
riod of eqi'nelife. Withoit under-
taking to añverb for this, we should
ad vise a buyer always Io look to the
points mentioned ; as It is extreme
age which one seeks to avoid, With
reason, not maturily,or even the coni-
miencement of decline. Except l'
a racing man, it matters uile whe-
Aher the hoi-se he bnys be four, six,
eight ot nine years old, proyidied that
he be sound, suitable in ,other res-
pocts, aind free from the efti'us and
inarks of hard labor and wear ancd
tear; remeanbering always thai if
the buyer requires a horse lor inmié-
diate hard use, he should not pur-
-h-e one under six ; and, if ihe ani-

nmal be pt'rftectly sound, and frtsh
and cleanin his legs, he wilibeWisër
to L>ny at eighi oir ne îhanyerbgér.

We now eone to the tiyes,Which
of ail the parAuof the horse are, ex-
cept the legs thof tie ist vial în-
pdrtane, and ih wtich it is<oferE tie
mbt dfiidoïit to deict imekfedion.

h-re ave 8smMpeciés of biundnen
which tb aeohion obsér'ë4 givé ilo

iîâ


