HALF A CENTURY’S PROGRESS

?-lready fairly well off) had fifty yearsago
SeaChed the submarine stage. On
eptember 27, 1851, the first telegra-
Phic message reached England from
rance. Dublin and Holyhead had
€en previously joined, and other won-
ers were to follow. Some readers of
ree Canadian Magazine may be able to
ofCall a day when, amid the rejoicings
E two hemispheres, the Queen of
ngland exchanged greetings with
Igtsldent Buchanan. The day was the
W'lh of August, 1858, and there was
1ld enthusiasm on either shore. But
t‘i Joy proved premature. Before the
o antic cable was successfully laid be-
= een the two continents, and its per-
ru?nent operation was assured, both
ers had undergone grave ordeals.
Otrtlle lost he_r beloved consort; the
Wh‘er saw his country rent in twain,
lle he was powerless to prevent it.
a‘;: the interval of suspense came at
tembto an end, and on the #7th of Sep-
% er, 1866, the two hemispheres had
Common pulse.
the he ef’f?ct of these developments on
eas_;?vorld s thought and action cannot
daill y be over§tated.. Men cannot hear
endy of what is taking place at all the
s of the earth and become familiar
nint]he very c.lint of repetition with the
Oines and circumstances, desires and
cOmgS of strange peoples, without
Stramg in time to .consider them less
indunge. Opportunity, moreover, has
s ced thousands of people to travel
penof‘e}gn lands who, under the old dis-
e qsdtl'on of waggons and sailing ves-
l'm;"Wlt-h no means of quickly com-
speftlllcatmg with friends, would have
ens‘t all the.lr lives at home. The ex-
. t10n of Sir Rowland Hill’'s reform so
Worlg embrace a great part of the
gaing is another of the half century’s
B S. Photography, which brings dis-
i scenes to the family fireside has
fe 18amother of these unifying forces.
Albe St these forces l.lad made Prince
izat; ft's scheme practlcable. The real-
ing on of it 3nc.11cated one of the lead-
Wechharactenstxcs of our half century.
t ave seen that tendency to unite,
Combine, to co-operate, exerting

its . y : R
ClIf in the international and political
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domain. In the sphere of religion we
have seen it attain a strange activity.
In the provinces of commerce and in-
dustry it has been no less active and
much more effective. Indeed, thereis
nothing more noteworthy in all the
movements of this wonderful century
than the rate at which the principle of
amalgamation—offspring of this last
generation—has been pushed by the
emperors of capital and the princes of
commerce and industry.

Industrial association of some sort
has existed for ages. Craft-guilds,
under various names, were known to
Greeks, Romans, Israelites. But labour
organization on such a scale as to be a
power for defence and, if necessary,
offence, isa conception of our day. It
grew in part from a spirit of revolt—a
revolt that had enough right on its side
to justify it, notwithstanding the law-
lessness of extremists.. There is a
good and a bad trades unionism. Asa
recognized force in civilization, social,
political and international, its history
forms one of the most important chap-
ters in the record of the half cen-
tury, especially of the last thirty-five
years.

The subdivision of labour and the
specialization of skill in every class of
work done mainly by machinery makes
co-operation essential to production.
The completely-qualified and indepen-
nent tradesman or artisan of some
generations ago has been largely super-
seded by specialists in some process of
a trade, so that many an article in com-
mon use once turned out by a single
craftsman is now produced by the co-
operation of several craftsmen and the
adjustment of their several tasks to a
common end. New inventions gener-
ally necessitate fresh division and
create new occupations. This indus-
trial feature of our time, brought more
and more into evidence by the develop-
ments of machinery and the many ap-
plications of steam and electricity, give
a complexity to industrial life that
makes classification difficult. But it
illustrates that tendency to co-opera-
tion which we have tried to emphasize.
A man with a fragment of a trade is



