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are uainly devoted. One remarkable incident
is described in slmost identical ternis in both
the Greek and Siilian tale. Wlien the lieroine
lias berin suuplanted abi yields to despair sud
tbinks of killiing herself. Having otained a
" knife of nmurder " sud a " wbetstoue of pati-
ence, " abritrlla tbem hemr sad tale. The Greek
rniaidrin calis upon the knife to dat' up and cnt
lier thrcst ; andi tht' kuifri tries to do so, but the
tone hoida it back. Tht' Sicilian heroine adl-

dresses lier retnarks clîiefly to the tone, sud as
it litens it swells sud swells, until at asat it
cracks. Then abri seizes the kuife sud is about
to put au end to ber troubles. But in escli case
the' Prince 'abointhe supplated bride lias es-
cued overlurars wliat aebrilas heem sayiug, sud
rushes in to prevt-nt lier fromt stabbing lierself.
After 'ahicli ail goris well. Iu Baile's " Ponta-
ieront'" the' leroine; unjustly reduced to the

eonidition of a kitclie msid, trlla the storv to a
dol], a knife, and a piece of pumnice tone, sud
at tht'end driclarris that if the doîl doris not
suswrrbler abri will tali herseif with tht' kuife,
wbichsaebrilas 1 reviousiy aliarpent'd ouitlie
pulicri tone. Theni the dol], " gmaduslly sweil-
ing like a bagpipe," niakes rripiy. And ont' day
lier uncie overburars the wbole astory, sud rigbta
lier wrongs.

These tales of mésalliance have their own pe-
culiar fraturea, which * distinguislu thein, if tliey
havri kept truie to their original type, from tonies
of even a sonîewliat alilar nature. The leadiug
ides is tht' saute, altiougli tht' part usually played
liv tht' hero lias been sllotted to tht' leroine.
'I'ns iuî a Grt'ek atory a rnotlitr wlio bail urayed
for a ehld, '«Wt'rr it btt a jackdaw," gaire birtb
to s bird of that kind. Anud wlien it had grown
up it wrint ont' day to a retired brook to wassl
tht' family litin. And there "it laid aside ils
friather dressud became a rnaidea ofasucli besuty
thuat sh abintde tht' 'alole brook gleai." Aftem
a whil hriahr dounred lier feathersansd became a
jackdsw aguin. A prince wbo liappeued to wit.
nessalal this, fell desperstely in love with lier,
sud insistud on uarrying tht' jackdaw. At tht'
close of the bridai day alie lippeil off ber feather
dressansd rermained a Iovely damail till the
unorru, len aber tsumned her bird shape. The
Prince bt gg d lier sîtogether to discard lier
leatlier tIiess, but in vain. So at asat lie ordered
tht' ovrin to lue heîtrd chlot, and, wbiie has wife
sirijt, lie liuîg lier feathier duesa into it. The
inueil of tlie burning awoke lier, as ar usled

to thie oven to rescue it. But before she srrived
it was uttruly drstroyed, so she had to renain a
woutau for the' reat of lier life. To a similar ides
withi resptect to tiamuformutions is prol-abhy to lie
ascribed the' singular Gaelîc taie (Campbiell) of s
womauî wlio gave birth to a lieut, wliich per-
fornuid varions womders after it bail grown up.
Ont' day, wlten thielieu liad hemn left iii tht'
King's palace while tlie King auud Qurien weîît
to cbtrch, "abri wrint to a chamber suddalie cast
off the hîusk that was upon lier," sud therinug's
sou fouil it auîd put it " iuto the' bot middle of
tht' fire," after m-bicli aeblad to rexuail "'a fine
womn," sud tht' King's soiirnmade lier bis wife.

TItE FutoG PRuNt3ESS.

Tht' Siciian story of Peppino coritains ami
incident probably bormowt'd fomr ont' of tht'
Pyschri tories. Pepplîto la uuarririd to saunys-
terious wife 'a-oni lielias ncver aren, for she
visita lîMrouly wbeum ail is dark. Like Psycbe,
lie yirlds to curioity, sud gazes ut hie sleeping
apouse tuy lamp.light. A drop of wax falis on
hem faim chîeek, snd inatantly she disappears,
aud lie fluda hinseif aone ou a suow-covered
mouritain. As there are princesses wlio marry
frog bumbanda, so tbere are princes wlio rarry
frog wivris, tht' beat knowu auîouîg tliern preba-
lily liig the berm of tbe " Tbree Feathers"
(CGrmm). Vem-y sintilar to bis frog bride is tht'

at bridt' of the' lero of thie Norse tale of " Mo.
ther Rouîîdabout'a Dauglter." No mention la
unade of a huqk ini ritlier of these tonies wbicli
have evidriutly foliowed lu tîte saute model.
Tht' frog sud the rat tumu into iovely maidens,
witîtout amîy sufficdent reason ftr their trans-
formation liiig givrin. Ini a Greek pamaliel to
the stouy of the'-"Tbrrie Feathers," given by
Hlanu, a Ring orders each of bis tbree sous to
shoot an urrow into the' air, sud to take for bis
wife the' lady uriar wbomn it fitls. Tht' eldeat son
tlîus obtainas as has bride a King's daugbter,
and the secontd a Prinice'a daugliter ; but tht'
youngest son fiîîds uobody mîrar the spot wliere
bis arruw is sticking in the' ground. On dig-
gîng there, however, he liglita ujion tht' eu-
trance to a vault, in wbicli tliere are a nuniber
of fenîsie apes, ont' of whom lue selecta as lbis
bride. Eveiîtualhy sIte produces s biazel- nut,

the frog u)rluceas once more gains the day.
Fiuually leiiivites tbe tIret' princesses to s baIl,
in order to sec vbicli of tliem la tht' beat dancer.
Tht' frog trilla lier huaband to go ou before hiem. i
Then alie doffa lier husk, arraya hslcf spien- ti
didly, sud gres to tht' palace, wlierri al eceivrit
bier witli clapping of bauds sud cries of " What a
a liesuty !" And lier dancing is somnething t
marveloýus to beliold. Before tht' bail comes to
au endl Prince Ivan drives home, fluda lbis wife'a
skia or hiusk, andlhuma it. ts vifricornes
liom nî ud eek lu vain lier liusk. thh isite
cries : " Prince Ivan, thon hast not waiteil1
quitri lonug enougli. Ialionlil have heem thinri.M
Now God kuovws t wihl bappen. Farewell !n
Serik me beyond tweuty-seven lands lu then
thimtietb kingilom." Aundl abr disappeara. Hem
liusband asks a blessing froun bis parents sud
sets out to look for lier. Long doris lie, Payclirih
like, sadh4, seekliber. Àt leigtli, aided hly two t
hage, to wliose huta lie succesiveiy cbmesi lie b
finis lier in the bouse of her eider 8ster. But
at has approacli, as 'lie bas been wamned, abri
tumus into a apindîri wouud round vith gold. f
Ht' vaits for a favourahîri momenit, breaks te t
spindle in two, sud, tbrowis ont' part beforr i hm,a
the other behinil. Immediateiy appears bis 1
vife in alliber beauty, aayiug, -"What s long'b
tinet lou hast bei)i, Prince lya!Iwasaou b
tht' poinît of beconing anotlier's." f

Tht' tory of "Briauty sud tht' Beast"-l e-
tumu to tht' point fîom vliclie starri-18
evidrintly a muoral tale, intended to show thjat
amiability la of mort' conaequeîîcr thtan beauty,j
foundeil upoul somte conîbuxation of a story about i
an apparriîtly nonstrous buaband with another
story about s supemmîturai uband temporarily
bast by a vife'a disobedien cce.

A BUDDHIST MYTH.

As an exaîrple of this kiud of manip>ulation,
sud also as an ending te the' present article,s
may lie taken tht' foilowing toiy fron Tiliet, lu
which sont' Buddhiat phuilosopmrmblas nani-1
festly turned a "hbusk mytli" iîîto a moral tale r
about a Beauty sud a Brasat. Iu early das'c
there ivt'd s Ring Sakuni, who enjoyed ther
frieudabip of thie great godIn udra. Ht' vas ich
sud powrrul, but tht' fact that lue vas dhihdless
long maderi hm sad. At leugtb Indra took com-t
passion upon hlm, sud bha vives ail bore lin
sous. Ont' of those, Rusa by naine, tht' son of
S.qkuui's chef querin, bsd "a face like unto
that of a lion, the eigliteen marks of uglinesa,
sud au exceedinghy poverlul *reine." Ou se-
count of bis plainnes he vas long disliked by
bis father. But at lengtli Rusa's proweas in
liattîri, or rather his aucceas due to magic impie-
nents given to birn by Indra, ecouciled Sakuni
to bis hideous sou. After lis othuer sons were
maiîritd, tlie Ring tried to fiud a vile for Kuas,
but for a long tinte unsucceasfully, for ail the
neigliboring mouarclis exclainrid, "We are ready
to give our daughter, but not to Kuaa." At asat
bowever, a bride vas found sud tht' marriage
took place ; but alie was murver alhowrid to set
eyes upon lier husbanil vlo vas kept ont of ber
sglit duriug tht' day, so she vas unaware lie
was 110 bideous. Nom was he avare of bis owîu
uglixuesa, for lie lad neyer beem slhowed to sec a
miror; sud lie lied alvays been prevented
fron bsthiug, for fear that the watrir might
aserve as a looking-glass sud let hlm kuow whst
ninner of insulie vas. Unfortuuately, une
day lis wifri cauglit siglit of lira as lie sportedà
witb lis brotliers-iu-iaw. Hearunig that it wiLs1
lier busbaud, abchedrtermined te obtain a view
of lin vlien lie visited lier at uight. So ahe
liglted a lanup sud concesled it under a basin.
And vheiiulber uhuaws with hem, she sud-
deuly removeil the covrring, sud the hlit e-
vealeil to lier bis bideonaneas, wliereupon she
alîriekeil, "A denon, s denon !" sud flrid.
Hem dt'serted busaliaui folloved berr toelier fa-
tber's homne. Under vax-lana dit3guises lie plt'ased
lir liybha akili ; but eacb tinte tliat klir oh-
tuiiied s good view of tht' nukuovu stranger
vhtose performnceut at a distance bad won lier
good vil], abri uttered tlie sanie cry of hoffr an sd
fiel front hlm. Tben came an opportnnity for
lim to displsy bis matchîcs treugtb sud cour-
age, whichbhis vile admired s0 mucli that she e-
solved.to overrome hier diaike, sud once more
to accept lin as lier liusliaud. It lisppeuîed
one day, liowevem, tbat Rusas fond huisehf
overcoue by vearines lutht' neiglîiourhood of
a r-iver. So lie veut dowu into tht' vater to
batlie. Andl as bie stood lu tht' atreain lie sud-
driuiy cauglit iglit of bis likeneslu the water
sud exciaiîuîed: " As 1 bave tht' eightrien marks
of uglinesa, sud a face like that of a lion, sud
as on tlist account this kiug's daugliter lias no
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SOLD.-A young man ast up hall un hour one
niglit after bis chuii ad gone to bied, aewiuîg
bthe legs of the innocent sleeper'a trousers toge-
tber. He aewed theni strong, aud lauglied long
and silently alter lie weut toelied, as ho pictured
tbe acene in the morning. Wbeu the morniug
lawned, lie rose with a glow or anticipation on
[ris face, sud os it slowly f.tded awsysat down
upon the side of the lied, sud dejectedly cut
open the bottoin of bis owu carefully sewn trouser-
legsiand atdvhen bis tnsus;pecting cltinsked
wbat lue was doirig, aigliettand said, sadly, "oOh,
notbing." And lie wesrily tliought bow lull of
meannesa waa this base, deceiving, old world.

LAUGHABLE CONTRETEMPS ON THE Fixas-
eIGiIT 0F KÂTE CLAXTION'.5 NEW PLÂY.-The
héiroine had married au army officer, wbo, going
te the war imniediately after tbe ceremony, bas
been reported killed. Supposing berseif s widow,
she bus mâriied secretly again. H4em baby by the'
èecond huslisud (it la of Monda y niglit's per-
frmance that 1 arn writiiig) Waa brougbt for her
to ace. Tht' yesrniug mother, acted by the statrily
aud beantiful Alit-e Duinuin Lingard, csught
tmp the baby sud bhugge4 it t. otioually. The
baby wrinkled its pudgey littît' face. It was a
boy, accordiug to the play, but Mrs. Liiîgard,
forýritful ofthe dileinmu,, exclsumed, do Oh! she's
going to cry."' This motde the audience laugh,
aud ail the gravity ol the scene was deatroyed.
The author intended that the first buaband, not
ulead after ail, Khould enter at that instant, gaze
in wonder and suspicion at has wife sand the
babya the former fainta, sud exclaim-

"W1hy does îîîy wife swoon V
TPht husband was Fmederick Robinson, au ex-

cellent actor, besides being a tesclier of dramstic
asiats. le strode into tlie apartmcnt sud
nerylifted himtseif off has feet witb s tragic

start at the sight. Mrs. Lingard dropped the
cryi7 baby sud tumbledgrsceflydwuo e

bc.Then Robinsoni did not say, IlWhy does
my wife swoon ?'" but, by s transposition of parts
of the two important words in thte sentence,
roamed out-

doW b' does îny woof swine ?

There wasau nîstant of woîîderiug silence on
the' part of tlie audience. " Woof swine-wliat
did that mean ?" The' blunder was qîîickiy un-
derstood, bowever, sud the declaration by the
wile'a sister that the baby was bers, wuslest
iii s great roar of laugliter, instead of bringiug
dowîî the curtaiu on s tbrilliug tableau.

How HE. CURED A SMOKING CHIMNEY.-
Yesterday as a citizen of Woodward avenue was
lielping a tinsmitb toe eevate a smoke jack to'the
roof of an addition on the windv aide of the
bouse, preparstory to hoisting it àtop of s smok-
ing chimney, an old man with a magged bundie
under bis arrn came along, lialted, sud soon be-
came deeply interested.

"oThot cbimney amokea, dou't it ?" lie finally
inquired.

do It's the' worst one in town," eplied the
citizen.

doAnd you wants to stop the nuisance, eh V"
"Yes I do."
"And you think that smoke-jack: will do

"I hopeso.to
W eh, uow, 1 kmn stop that smoking in ten

uninits, sud I won't huit tlie chimbly nor put up
auv amoke-jacka," continued the old man, as lie
laid down bis bundîri.

"'If you'Il de it l'Il give yon five dollars," re-

i ned the citizen, who disliked the ides, of dis-
firing luis chimuey witli the clumisy jack.

doKmi have tlie kitchen for five muinutes t
asked tht' man.

'4Yes."
Tbe cook wus iustrncted to vacate, anud the old

man took posession. Remnoviug the top of the

s tove lie poured iu enougli wstem to put out every
spamk of the fire. Then goiug ont lie called to
te citizen ou the roof :

"oHas abri stopped smokingt"
44Well, I don't seri sny amoke at ail," wss the

rep1hy;'lwhat have you doue ?"
Yhile lie was comiug down the ladder the Gld

numan made off, eating a pie lie had taken from
,the oven. The st haîf of it lie bad to boit down

1whuile on the rumu, but at no time ia the race did
the citizen, tinsmitlror servant-girl get withiii
twenty rods of lim.

THE SMALL BOY 1"HÂsSSomE FuN. "-He ws
1 uaturahly cruel, sud lie told au acqusintasce oue
day that lie had a muew trick to play on the pnb--
lic-souiething entirely new. He had a long
string sud a bras key tied to the end of it,

the tree turned their looks of disappointment
into a cheap i'mile, and a laugli from the same
place made thein have awful wicked thouglits
about boys.

One victim found a piec'e of tin, and ]aying the
cause of the inoise to that, was saved from a great
deal of worry. But when she picked it up sud
threw it down several times to test the sound,
the boys nearly fell out of the tree. A mari, when
caught, would slap ail of bis pockets and glance
around a little, but it waq seldom that lie was
brouglit to a hard-paxa search. When any one
saw the trick after searching haif an hoeur and
saying ail kinds of littie thitigs for the amuse-
ment of the boys, lie simpl.y went awsy hur-
riedly. There was Do remiark to make, no naine
te caîl. To get out of siglit as soon as possible
seeîned toelie moat desirable. The trick is harin-
lesa-no one breaks a leg or losea an eye ini its
procesa. It might lie recommended to constitu-
tionally tired boys as a good way te sweep the
walk. The victims will throw alil chips snd
atones into the street by curiosity power, as it
were.

A XEW "'EXCEýL,410."-1t Was about haîf
past seven o'clock in the evening, when a youth
created sometliing of a sensation iîy pasaing
throughi au Alpinîe village, in a driviîîg anow
storm, carrying a banner upon whicli was in-
scribed the strange device, "E xcelsior." Hi.%
bmow was sad, but liis eye (according to al se-
counits lie had but orre eye) flashed like a faîchion
t'rom its sheath, while lie pushed on, ]ookiug
neither to the righit uxor left, but neot forgettiug
to caîl loudly, Il Excelsior! " At first, the vil-
lagers thouglit lie had been drinking, sud a
policeman was stsrted on his track, but findiîîg
there was notbing disorderly in the boy's con-
duct, lie wvas perîiitted to go bis way unmolested.
In liappy homes the young fellow saw the liglit
of bousehold fires gleain warm andi cheery, ai-
though coal was away Up out of ail reason, as it
always is in cold weather ; above, the spectral
glaciers sbone aud fioni his lips escaped a sigli
that was beard ail over town, to this effect,

Excelsior!"
" Try not the pîas," the old man said " 've

lived bere for niuety years ; in the oldest in-
habitant, an' 1i neyer saw the 'sigus more. favor-
able for a big storni. Besitle.q, the roariru' tor-
rent is wide and deep, an' if you get across yoir
can't get back for a week, uiile!ss you go around by
Rabbit-hash an' cross on the bridge. Take my
advice, youîîg felier, an' stop over iighit; you'l
find the Washington, right over the way, the
cheapest bouse ini town. Shall I take your bag-
gage?" The boy turiîed up ariother street, in-
dicating tliat hie inteiled to climb the lbill, on
the weat aide of the to.wiî.

IOh, stavp," the isideni saiîlIl snd rest your
weary bead uponi this b-easat." Anti right berri
the couduct of the young mari becoxues inex-
plicable. He did uiot accehît the niîîideiî'sg invi-
tation, although she was conwitly, about sixteeni
years of age, sud evidentiy helonged to the best
society. He siinply said thit lie was in a hurry
sud would probably stop the next time hie was
in towu. The imaiden passed in the- bouse,
slamuîed the iloor sud remarked to bier miother
that if she ever offered to assist a masriiin distress
again abri hoped abr iînight be blessedl. The
young lady was quite inidignant iudeed.

IlBewsre the pine-tree's wîthered brauîcli!lie-
ware the-"D

*Oh, give us a rest" screamed theboy, who
was gettiug out of patience, anmd the well-mieaul-
ing peasant retired witbout conipleting the
wari1iig, whicli was, -no doub t, sometbiiiî bout
"the awtul avalanche."t

At break of day, as heavenward the pious
monka of St. Bernard uttered tbe oft.repeated
prayer, they were startled, nuîy, shocked to liear
a youug mis, sbouting"- Exceliioî," sud cursing
the country black and blue for being the rouglucat,
coldest sud imoat forbidding of auy lie had 4eexu
since lie left New Jersey. IlIHo% tar is it to theî
next village ? " lie asked, - for 1 have soîîîethiing
here that will knock the socks off of anythuiîîg iii
this counîtry." With that lie psssed on, stili

grsigin bis haîud of ice that bîuiner witlî the-
strange device, while in the otiier lie carried a
littie tin box labelled, -"Exî:elsior Corn sud
Bunion Eradicator."

M. BE RT professes to bave discovered a fusion
of oxygen with lsuglîiug gas-protoxit-e of nitro-
geîi-which will create a revolution li iai aetie-
tics. He says that-Deiitists oîîly nuake ise of
the protoxide for extendtd operttions, by pro.
duciug short but repeated aniestie.4ia, separated
by pase f ep.iigihlitv. 'Plie reason whyv these


