
thus coldly rendered, the gift would be ine:pressibly his favourits game, sat looking lntently at the few
dear, and the path of life bright and smiling, could rem.ining pieces on the board, titi convineed there
it be traversed in close companionship with you,- was na longer a place of retreat for hie untortunate
even, should those sweet affections which i covet, be king; wben pusbîng back bis chair,
denied me, from the confidence and friendship which ta the piazza, whistline merrily to Cie air of "Mail
i am sure of winning, I should derive a solace and a Roone." A few turns jn
happiness, not to be gathered from the fondest de- bis equanimity, and he re-entered in time ta echo the
votion of another." laugh of the pleased old gentleman, wbo was deli-

"Oh, Mr. Mowbray, forbear," said Annabelle, with berately replacing the picces it
emotion, " the expression of such sentiments pains ling wjtb delight over
and oppresses me beyond measure. Why has it bray had thrown himseif into an ara chair by the
been my misfortune to awaken them in a hcart, table, and was intentiy examining an illustrated di-
whicb 1 would gladly sc crawned ivitb ail its ten- hion of Sakspcare, which b bad iooed at a hun-
derest and dearest wisheg. Couid 1 again love any dred imes before,-whiie Annabelle, ater leaning for
one in life, it migbt pcrbaps be you, but my soul is a few minutes over ber une's shouder, turned tu
lilce a oroken Jute, tvhieh returns no sound ta the ;rs. Seldon, and wispering that she could not re-
gentle touch that seeks ta awaken its melodies.1 main to supper, gided away, tbough not unobserved,

"And yRu forbid me ever ta hope that time, the and soumnht ber own apartment.
preat miracle warker, may produce some change i s And how welcome t rer were its solitude and i-
My favour 1" he asked despondinIly. lence, for on this evening, ber heart ad been mare

4 must,- do ;" she answered. 4'l shouid do than usualy disturbed and paincd; firt, by a conver-
wrong ta deceive you,-but let us ever be riends, stion wihd with ber unele durin.- their drive, i

Mr. M owbray," and she extended toards i ber wic lfe had urced ber with more waroith than usuel,
hands and that aur friendship may be firm and t accept the addresses of Mowbray, and aain, di-
endurn le, it us from this moment forget that we rectly ater ber return,by the interview in the s ommer
bave ever tought of being more t eac other, than bouse ldch bas been dtailed. Almost unconsciously
that which we nose pedge ourseves t be." t aerseif, she cherisbed a secret hope that Deancy

"You impose upon me a difficut, fear an im -t lived and would return t her, and this hope
possible taskw re said, as be raise ber offered tended to nurture tho deep and fervent love wich
hnd with repectf l tenderness to is ips,-for in- frhe ad lavished upon bim, and t render the offered
dependently of bis designs upon ber fortune, the affection of another, revolting ta her very so in. Yet
beautifu and gifted Annabele, bad inspired him she ias distressed t be the cae of suffring suad
hainh an aident affection, nd i m the feeliadess of dis- andisappointment ta goabray wom e liked, d-
eppointment awakened y ber refusa, e alnost for- regarded with sentients of the sicr est esteem and

got that any mercenary views blended with is de- friendsbip. She admird bisbnandsoe purson, bis pre-
ire ta possess ber. " Grant me only be contin- possessing manners, and bis brilliant mind,-but eh

ued, aCter a momentary pause, lthe ,ost distant had seen none of the darker shades of his character;
hppe of possible success at last, and it fil yied these he dad sedulousy kept out ofrsient wcil knoiv-
some sligbt alieviation ta the anguish of the present ing the ivould inh im no favour, vither with the
wot." d asinge hearted Lr. M bope, or with his igb-principed,

Ipi cannot a kdyou cbherisb a false hope," said and parc inded niece. Neter ofthein new, that a

Anntbelle, gently but sould ny change ever dangerous love of pSay has one of bis nhost prominen
came over my heart you sha l know it ;-and no r jet vices; that be constantly sacriiled his time, and the,

us go; a it is usels ta proong thi" subjeet, and if you fruits of no rdinary talents, aet the gamin table, and
would not give me unnecessary pain, You wil for- that t furnish sums for the future indulgence if ts
bear again ta reneir it." i fatal passion, the fortune of Annabelle was coveted

She arase avhile apeaking, and taking his offred by bim, wit an intensity worty of a biher abject.

arm, they walked in silence ta the bouse. Movbray's father, a barrister, ofcommanding ge-
When tey entered the drawing room Mr. Hope, nis, and prominent station, bad been the boaom

am Denham, were deep y engaged in a gdme o c eess, friend of Mr. Hope, ho consequently feit a deep
whge Mrs. Seldan, awidowed relative ofMr. Hope's, interest and affection in the son, and cnten Pated
who had long superintended bis ousebold, sat on the with pleasure an union between bia and bis favorite
corner of a sofa, absorbe in the mystery of a neav niece. H was aware that i awn li e bung upon a

fashioued purse, which she was netting for Anna- siender thread, for the physicians had long since pro-
belle. Directly, i wever, Mr. Hope made an im- nounaed the disease under w ich for yeanrs b ad

portant move, a wid e lpatic vcheck mate !" iabaured, ta b. on organic afection of the emat. He

might have put to ehame those startling monosylla- knew consequently, that with the grasp of death, as
bles as uttered by the lips of the automaton chess it were, upon bim, b. might witbout the warning af
player. Denham, always annoyed when beaten in.ts e moment, b. summoned from liteh; and having thr

wihpesr6nuno3ewe i adhsfvrt
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