
THE'BfRITISH COLUMBIA COMMERCIAL JOURNAL 9

inuk. It was, however, dittlnctly provlded
that, Lioso regulations must ho fornially
adopted, both by the Brltih Parllat»ent
and the American Congre8s, before they
could have the force af law. If bhey were
operatîvethe moment the award of thearbi-
trators waa publiahed, cf what use waa it
for Parilament ta waste lis tErne En their
adoption 1 Moreover, there were sa 'nany
aisurances-mast of them unofilcuauly
given by members of the Government-
tlîat, the intercala af tht seaiera would ho
safeguarded, that there wau every ressont
ta belleve tuit nothing would ho done
wlthout aufficient announcomnent that
Gireat Brîtain was about te adopt a new
pollcy, and, at the demand of the Anieri-
cana, couatitute them. and heratîf masters
of the high seaq lu a mauner neyer beard
or dreamed af before. And now, as we
have sald, at the Iast moment the BrIi8a
authorlties. on whase part Et was an-
naunced ln a mare than semi-authoratlve
mauner that the righta of the sealera
slîould ho gafeguarded, have, ou the very
stroke cf the twelf th heur, undertaken te
warn the seaiers that their formerly
legitimate enterprise bas *just beea~ de-
clared by law tu ho illegal, and Ihbat Ef the
seaiers who went out En gead faith con-
tinue ta pursue tic business, thervses
ivi)i be seized and confiscated. This may
l'e British iaw -but where l Es justice?
Ilow cau Et be possible to warn aIl tht
sealers? Brltish vacillation Es responsîble
fer aIl thîs, and yet Et Es aunounced that
the Roseberry Gavernient bave deter-
mined ta carry eut a much more B3ritish
poiicy-both berne and foreign-tban was
that of the Gladatonians. lu the pa-ticular
te which we refer, theirs in au Antuzlcan
ziat a Britli polîcy, and il bas betu a
iookzing te li'rshîngbon Instead et aI bomne
and te the loyal people of Canada.

COLONIAL CONFERENCE.

Litet Intelligence front Ottawa and
frotu Loan, England, gives every reasen
te expect that the intercolonlal conference
wlîichin ta bo heid ln Ottawa En July next
wEll net nnly ho well attended but isilikely
te bo far rtacbing lu ils results. Queens.
land. South Australla, Victoria and New
Zealaud have pesitively auueuuced their
inlteutioni te 3eud delegates, butîtdoes not
nppcar tîjat anytiing final bas been heard
froi New South Wales or Tasmania.
Tiiere can lie ne question as to the former
or tlîc" colonies being represented ; so faer
it is tht ceiony mont elosely connected
with ue cf i bc entire Australasian group;
and.judging fromn tht Patisfactory charac-
ter oI the relations no far intercbanged.
iL is net likeiy Io da anything or negict to
do auything with the possible result ef
iniperillîng the connection wbich bas
alrcsdy beenm etablisbed. Trade relations
aud tht Pacifie cable will no doubt hc ont
pralninent among the topics discuéeed,
aiid iu connection witb bath of tlîem, tbe Do-
mninion and Ituperial dele«ate wili ho able
Ia tlirow nome llght on that mont impor-
tant of subjectt-Âustalasaim federation.
iii the Dominion, we have experienced the
Ibcnciks.trislabg froin t confederation of
six separate and distinct British colonies
anad the audition to theni af terrîtories
tiî:t were practlcally af neither political
uer commnercial importance. Figures tbat

are really astoundlug have been and can
agaîn ho adduced ta show how much we
have grov.u commercially during the last
twenty-slx years.

The nondeacrlpt colonial condition oy ne
means tends tao advancemnut, white isola-
tien Es jut es bad. Moreover, we ex-
perienced, as aur Auhîpodean brothera
bave doue, the mi8chievous results of
antagonistla tarifas, and unil some mutual
understaudlng au lie tarIff question bo
arrivtd at, Et E 1dle te expeet thal amy
very materlal enlargement ai trade aniong
themselves can be looked forward te, much
leas anything approachiug tbi, extended
volume cf trnde wblch flic Canadian-Aus.
trala,.Ian steamship .line was desigued te
promote. We, ln Canada, have expert-
enced somne Encreame lu tht valut bath af
aur experts ta and Emporta tram, Aua-
tralla; but natiing has as yet been
reallzed En amy way approachlug ivbat
nii>' bo antlcipaledl as tie full fmaillon of
Ausîralasian federation, tht direct sleâm-
siip line and tht gettiug Enta operation of
that greatidcaldcratum, the Pacific cable.
WIe muet confes!i that we are sanguine as
te tht resulta af tht conference; but It
miust ho goe about En tht banie patrietie
spirit that characlerized tie fathera af tht
Canadien cenfederation, whe - laugied at
impossibilities" and insistedl that the
Union aiould at leat ho gîven a trial.
Twenty-six yeurs cf experlence bave justi-
fied the action taken by lie Imperial
I>ariiament and by the Legisiatures af the
différent colonies, anid though wt do net
expect; te realize for a long lime te corne
anytbing appreacisinir what tht Imperial
Federationista anticipite, this stretching
out ef bauds acroa;q tht sea-flrsL b- tite
%teamnship service and next b>' the intr-
mentliy Ibat bas been de»cribed as
4.swifter ibmu wînga'"-wilb hofa tht
utmest honefit ta aIl whe are in any way
inteited.

EDITORZA L COMMENT.

Iv will ho amnalter ef Entereat te many
people te know that direct parcel pont
betwe!n Canada and Auiqtralia will com-
mence on .Tuiy 1, the rate to 'New South
Wales hcing thlrty cents per pouud. With
the ot hem coloniesq the rate wili ho a tri fle
bigher, sud Et Es exp.cted that before
lotnr a %imilar service wilI ho estabised
witiî Jlawaii and Fiji.

IT is ancunccd on tht autharit>' of
Bradslreccts-and that autbority la gen-
erally accepted as good-that the iteneral
buiness xituation throughoul. the United
States 18 less favorable, as Es %hown b>'
reports froni more than fifty Important
distributing centres. A itpeelally depreas-
ln g influence ln tht strike ai 147,000 bitu-
n~inous coal and coke operatives iu twelve
states. IL- Es added that tht labor dis-
turbances bave alo checked activity lu
the stock market tht delayit in reacbing
a conclusion en thc new tarif! bill havine
aIma bad a depressing effect

1Ir le announccd that white sanie of tht
salmon cannerles are not ta ho aperated
tbis year. other.i have been undergoing
Improveinent; and extenseQn. D. J. Munn

C o. having leaned t.tlr Bon Accord
works for the business af sturgeon curing

for the Estern mîarket their Sea Island
establishnment bas3 liait ls capacity dou.
bled so that II; la naw the largeat b the
Province. Other concerne on the Fraser
bave received Iniprovements and additions
and a new cannerv at Gsrry Point la ex-
pected to bc ready for the Sockeye season.
On the other baud, severai establishmnents
at the North will not; bo mn, tlîough,
upon tho whole, IL le expected that there
wiil l'e a great amaunit af actlvlty In the
business of saimen cannlng.

THERE are flot a few people who ame
building tolerably high anticipations
upon the early cRrrying out ofthei
Nicaragua Catnal, which they say wiil
cause British Columbia and the Pacifie
Cost country ta becomne the main source
of supply of lumber, wood pulp, etc., for
European markets. It now takes four,
five and six months for vesselu to resch
Greatflrit ain by way et the Bore, white
by the Nicaragua Canal the psssage can
be made by salit witbout transblp!nent
lu about sixty days, Steamashipi, coin.
pleting the voyage in fram, twenty to
thirty. Besideot, Canadian Pacifie rail-
way people are reported te bave said that
they wili bc able, la conjunction; witb
steamers on the Nicaragua Canalroute6,
and tbeir brandi ]lnes lnt tbe-Érltieh
Columbia nîining couutry, ta ahlp. ores
to Swansea as cheaply as to Ssan Francisco.

IT la worthy of note that the Ontario
boteJkeepers have recmntly pur the boycott
on the wholeî,ale bouse of Sampson, Ken-
nedy & Ca., of Toronto. Mr. Kennedy; of
tbis firm. is mayor of the clby of Toronto,
and as such was recently invlted to extend
a welcome to the delegates of 47 asia-
tions ln the Province wbo held a conven-
tion ln the Quten City. This Mr. Ken-
nedy retused Io do, and tb. resuit; bas
been that En every town where ther-, i. an
association, the hotelkeepers bave gant to
the rotai> mercbants and lutormed, t>em
that If t1 jey bouglit tbelr goodit froin
Sampsop, Kennedy & Co.. they would
witbdraw their. trade. Moreover, tb..
travelcu of the fian have been refused
hotel accommodation lit a great many
towna upon the pisa that every room la
the bouse had been taken. ItEm sald, Inves-
tigation proeed that such was not the cse.

Tiîx Vancouver city authorities ame, as
we think, treating the niembers of thefr
lire brigade in a marncr &hat ia flot cal-
culatedt10secureits efficiency. The otther
day, a contract was. submitted to the Arne.
nien for signature resigaaing ail dam 10o
damages from accidents which may occur
white they are on active duty. Naturally.
the mien refosed ta consent, and, though
they have noL resigned their offtcestbere
eu ardly exist the sarne amamat et-
mutuas confidence that formrry pr.vaiie4,
Wby do atot the municipal authortles -of'
the Terminai C'ity insure the lives of their
finemen t This policy la pmnued in many
places and the barden bas nol4 -tbat we
are aware af, been loundt to be so very
beavy. The pursuance of auch a cour»s
would, we are sure, tend to lncrom es
confidence of the mn la thems.lve*aad
of the citizens in thc emiciency or the, au
department.


