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Eucalyptus and Eucalyptol.

Tiux. introduction of eucalyptus oil lias
for years been an important commercial
enterprise wihicll lias been an excellent
auxilliary to the ordinary business of col-
onial pharmacists. Tle Oil was at first
derived solely fromi Australia, but soue
few years ago Algieria and California be-
gan what ias since turned out te c U
powerful competition with thge antipodal
colony.

The first species of eucalyptus worked
on the large scale for the prepar:ation of
the ethereal cil seems to have been E. glo-
Imlu., the product of which was soon
found to possess valuable iedicinial pro.
perties, eitiher externally as a linimîxîent ii
rleumîîatismIls and nteuralgias, anid is an ait-
tiseptiC dressing for atonic ulcers .1and the
like; or interntally in chronic bronlclitis,
pulumonry gangrere, astimia, catarrhtal af-
fections of the urinary trtc. in iitermit-
tent fever.

As soon, lowever, as the demand for
eucalyptus oil becane steady and constant,
Australian distillers found- out tlat it
would be impossible to ireet it with the
product of Ef. globulus, and hence the oil
Of anothler species, E. amygdtla, was
put upoin the market. This article at-
tracted the attention of the school of anti-
septic surgery, who imade trials with it
and pronounced it to be a valuable memu-
ber of the class "antiseptica."

At the samsie timge there were many peo.
pie, ant they seen to be still represented
among us, whoie had got into the way of
lookinag upon E. gluus as the onîly spec-
ies of the genus, andl huence the terni " ol.
eucalypt. glob." came to be very loosely
applied ta ail kinds eucalyptus cil. Ali
varieties of cheap oils have been aud are
inltroducel lunder tiis title, wlichl to day
is of ne significanice in determiining the
value of an oil of eucalyptus. We depend
now uapon clhcmic:l factors.

Of course, as soon as the oil assumied
commercial and medicinal importance, it
was subjected to chemicae.xamination,
and durinag the course of the seveities the
composition of the oils of eucalyptus was
dltermiiined by Cloez, Faust and I[omeyer,
E. Jlahns, WVallacha, Bruass and othecrs. As
ni:esult of tlese researcelis, it was fouînd
tlat the cil of E. glulus, at least,
containied a constant constituent, and this
vas called " eucalyptol."

Early iii the liistcry of tie subject there
seems to have been somte dotit as te what
"eucalyptol" was, but a few years ago0
the investigation of Wallacl and .Jahnas
determined for eucalvptol tihe formuila
C,i 114, the unvarying boiling point
1760 tò 177 C, antd specific grvity of
0.930.at 15° C.

The classification of eue.lvptu<z oils lias
béen. based uapon,. tis factor of the pre.
seice, or abseice of eucalyptol, and for
medicibal purposes preference lias been
given. to-tnose whicli contained thtis oNY.
genatcd constituent, and the value of any-
*iew variety las boi estimaated by this
standrid.

vt was for this reason that the Austral.

ian oil of E. oleosa attraetct at once se
muhel attention. Messrs. Schian mmiiel, the
well-knowu essential oil producers of Leip-
zig, said of this oil in the early part of
this year:

"Wo recently recived a lot of Aus-
tralian oil of the species Encalyptusoleosa,
whicl is se extraordinmî ily rich in eucal-
yptol tlat ii a freezinag mixture it-solidi-
fies to a pasty mass. The oil lias also the
agreeable property of being frece from the
light constituents wliclh excite. cough, ud
it is, therefore, quite suitable for spray iii
the siek room. Cumiainaldehayde is aise
abundantly present, as is evident from
the odeur.

"I This new oil las a specific gravity of
0.923 at 15.5° C., 72 per cent. of it boil-
ing betweenl 170° C. and 180° C."

This oil was also examined by others-
11. Ir. Davis, Ir. elbing, C. R. Blackett
-who also found it te be rich ii eucalyp.
tel and well suited for therapeutical ap.
plication. It will be fresi in the lemory
of our readers that in a recent investiga-
tien of the eucalyptus oils of coinnerce-
the results of which were read before the
maeetiig of the Conference last month-
the richness of the oil of E. oleose ii
eucalyptol againi attracted attention.
Froi 500 cc. of thtis oil 120 grainmmes of
approximaiLtely pure crystalline eucalyptol
were obtainîed with a specific gravity of
15° C. of 0.9190. Pure eucalyptol lias
been ascertained to be . optically inactive,
and this body lad a specific rotatory
power of only L146° in the 100 mim. tube.

There seciis te be ne dloubt that among
thae oils which contain cucalyptol this of
E. oleosa takes a foremost place. It is a
superior product, especially prepared for
inhalation because it is more penietratinîg
and doaes not produeo any unpleasait sens-
sation in the bronclhial tubes.

On the other land, it seemis likelv that
the oils not distiiiguislied by their richness
in eucalyptol are aLise of value. Se far
back as the Colonial and, Tudian°Exhibi-
tion, specimuen samples of a variety of oils
froi diflerent species of eucalyptus were
exhibited. Severl of tliese, aiong whicl
is the oil of E. mascula!a, var. citriodora,
have since attracted mluch attention, ow.
ing to their deliglitful fragrauce, resemb-
ling melissa, lemon and verbeia. Thiese
oils, especially thaat namaed, have beeli also
recommended for internat and external
use in fevers, colds; rheuiatismn, thrcat
affections, &c., but the largest and priici-
pal field for their employiient will be in
.prfutery. For sone years after the
first appearauce of samiples of these oils
iii thlis country they were cagerly soughit
after in bulk, especially that of tLiespecies
mascidata naiîed above. Only recenitly
however has this particular variety men-
tioned becn obtainable iii any quantity,
and se soon as its properties are pmCtic:l-
ly studied andi uinderstood further uses
will no doubt be found for it.

There is further a strictly pliarmaceuti-
cal application for the fragranteucalyptus
oil, olitained-f-omt E. mascidala, var. cil-
riodora, viz, in thedeodorationi of various
miedicina~agen'ts possessiig. a disagrecabale

odor. Tiaus it lias beeni found that this
oil of thec spotted eucalyptus ianuls or
covers .ve'y-efelictu'ally the characteristic
smelIl of iodoformi ; andl evo have aiso
learied quite recently that it is being
used in coubination with ichthyol, the
now. familiar- i níiig for .skiit affrectionS;
the objection to te peculiar, and te many
persons disagreeable, odor of thtis sub-
Atàice is readily overcomae by thie addition
of a sitall quantityof the perfumed oils
of eucalyptus te thae Ointtuents containing
it.

Thus, witht the multiplication of thae
sources of eucalyptus oil,.new applications
have bie and are being opened up, in
whicl it inay prove te be of great use.
At the samse time'o ur ktowledge of the
cheemistry and pharmacology of the sub-
ject will beadded to, and, as we have al-
ready indicated, .there is rooi in both
these departients for continued investi-
gation.-.British ad Côlonial Druggist.

Chemlists' Curlous Customers.

The curious articles for whichi a chemist
is asked almost every day woùld astonisht
anyone net intimately acquaintbd with
the peculiarities of'tle. British- public.

My "phaarnacy" is situated in the main
stret-of a sfall pýrovincial tcwn, but tlie
raar part of the premises is-surrounded
by a nuumîber of narrow âtteets and lleys,
the tumible.down lioses, of .which are
inhabited for the nost part by poor peo-
ple," and, as there is not another chemist's
establishment within some littile distance,
I do nae small proportion of "penny-.trade,'
as Well as a better class trade; in fact,
mine is what is known as a nixed busi-
naess.

Amoigst tle pooi-er classes it is gener-
ally.a simal child of froii .four to seven
years -of agè kho is-sent .ith a piqc'rof
paper and some coppers, with the ies-
sage : "It's.w.rit in the paper what I want."
. From this class of custoier I givea few

samuples, copied fro the originals, which
I keep by ae wlien of suflicient interest.

Aniougst others are "Oe peny of stone
amano, half piny -of guman Bech," for
wliich was supplied l£ pennyworth cf am-
mtonia and a .halfpennyworth of gum
arabic.

"Borealun" becomes bole Arnenia.
"I canoils" is intended for tu pennxy-

worth of chaniomiles.
"Clauder ,lime" stands for clloride of

limne-
".Penny seips rhiubard and hippyquick-

er iixcd"suggests "a penanyxvortha of syrup
of rhubarb and ipecacuanhia wine iixed."

A younmg lady, who ovidently was de-
sirous of pro'ucing anl impression on lièr
swainl, sent lier. little sister with a piece of
paper bearing the folloiing legen'd:'-
"flease to senld.sonie. invisible powder to
nake the face pale for an hour or se" ; for
titis We supplied flac ordinary face powder,
and-trust thatit anaswered..the purpose.

Another. pap r -eading "49. ,coxy-
combes," was interpreted as requiring four
pennsywortla of capsicums-or cayenne pods.

"Pennywodli of- -sugger of lest for..a.
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