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NoVEMBER 46, 1875,

Carvesiotidense

Tin; .{V‘;nfminstor Qonfession.

Fodifor BT AMETZC AR PRSI IRBIAN,

* Sapy-Ad yor havo roceatly given inger-
tion to lettors from coxrsapondents who ap-
pear to o to give an altogather undue
p‘&(‘@ end irﬂpoﬂ&n(ﬁn) ta tho Weatminator
Covfes-ion of Faith, T trait you will kindly
allow a few words of oalm sud moderate
protest, an hehalf of the very many who
vegxrd s o veviond ovil the rlyidity -vith
which this confesvion hus been joapnsed up-
on our Chursi. I do not ask thivprivilegs
with any dewvo of provoking controversy,
yetitis o privilegze witich I shonld not
haye a-kied at all, had ot the very etrong
expres-ions anans wide, which have appear-
od i your columns, mmlo it » matter
of necoswity that othors should express
their cqually strong nud equally consciea.
tious econvietions on tha other,

And first I must say that somo of your
correspondents, in their enthusiastio zeal
for tho * confesaion,” appear to mo to for-
got that thoy ara giving it » place due only
to that inspired standard of truth, which, as
oar Shorler Catechizm teaches us, is ** the
only rule t, dircet us how wa may gloxify
and enjoy” God—tho only authoritative
toacher as to “what wo are to bolieve con-
corning God and what duty Godrequires of
mau.” When I soe the terms in whick
gowmo of your correspondents refer to the
« Qonfession” ns the foundation aud only
gaforuard of our Churoh f.om Iekewarm.
noss and lazity, I am inclined to ask—
What has: becomo of the Word of God?
Have wo indeed mado it of non ecffect
through our {raditions ? Has that  rock”
foiled ué on which Christ promized tofound
His Church? Is the living fountain of
« tho law and the testimony” in any way
shut up to us that we should dee it of g0
muchimportonco Lo draw it—to some extent
tinged arnd altercd through human chan-
nels? Practically it is nof so, for happily.
it is the Bible and nof the Confession to
which our ministers appeal whon proving
what they teach, It was ¢ rax me th-
Bible,” not the * Confession,” that good
old Dr. Erskino eried when he wished to
tosch tho Church her duty in regard to
missions. And, indood, the * Confession,”
while giving vory distinct statements on o
number of mattors which do not practically
concern us ab all, 2ays not one word about
this duty, so solemnly bound upon the
Church by her Divino Founder.

Tt may bo willingly granted that seme
st Confesvion” is neoded of the * Farith” of
thoso who aro to be mvested with tho re-
sponsible offico of preaching the Gospol of
Christ. Rut the only confesmon winch our
Tiord Himselt demanded of the preachiers
whom He sont forth was that of their faith
#n Him, nor did the Apostolic Church de-
mand any other. But, considering the
difforenco of circumstances, and the con-
stant iinman fendency to corrupt the sim-
plicity of the Gospol, it may be needful to
provide some sccurity that the funda-
mental doetrines of Christianity, or in the
language ot tho Confession, * those thinge
which are nocessary to bo known, bolioved,
and obsorved for salvution” shall be taught
in their purity. But it is surely ncither
necessary nor well that every candidate for
tho ministry should haveto pledge bis ad-
herence to the whole of a series of 'ueo-
logical-motaphysical propositions, rome of
which, indecd, no one would dispute, while
others ave, to say the very least, oxceed-
ingly doubttul—the work of human minds
exorcised with matters ¢ too high" for any
human iatellecet. Thoagewhon the ** Con-
fossion” was framed was an ago far to
much addicted to cuwmbrens and bulky
« gystoms of doctrine, which, as every hLau-
man expression of mysteries too deop for
man {0 sound must tond.to error, are 8o
much tho more liable to it in proportion to
their extent. The divines of those days
had not got quite freo from tho excossive
dogmauem of the Rowmish Church,~from
hor tondency to enforce teo nuck,—and to
found authoritative dogmason isolated and
ill under:tood toxts,—the vory tendencics
which led to her persecution of thase who,
liko Galilee, departed in any reepect from
Jier interpretation of T-uth. Now the
Westminstor Confesssion undoubtedly
dogmatizes and draws conclusions in re-
aard fo points on which it would be far
hotter reverontly to accept the similar
words of Seriptura than to atterapt to build
dogatic conclusions on premises so little
understood. Somo of the conclusions it
thus draws, T cannot but regard, in com-
mon with the groat majority of Christians,
and oven of Presbyterians, as unwarraunted
by Scripture, and convaying dishououring
conceptions of God—fonuded, only upon a
fow isolated words, which no modein com-
mentator would similarly interpret. Bot
T know that I speak not only for those
who object to somo points of the Counfes-
sion, but also for many who do nof—in
maintaining that it is not deswrable that
our iinisters should hoobliged to pledge
their unqualified adherents to a long and
complicated sorios of cpeculativo propost-
tiona in requ 1 to which there must alwavs
exist much logitimato difference of opinion.
1 gee no renson why there should not, in
rogord fo theso, bothe same Intitude al-
jowed botweon ministers of the euraa
Churoh that thero is betwoen ministers of
sister Churches, roaoynized as srue branches
of tho Cburch of Christ. To do othor-
wiso i8 either to narrow ouraelves down to
mon whoso winds shell sll run in the ono
groove, or to tompt them to supprass their
couscientious conviolions, both of which
alternates aro most brdesirablo for the edi-
ficalion of the Church. No one, surely,
would veniure to ‘assert that the West.
minstor Confoesion ig'either perfect or in-
fallivle. Yot tosay thatmidisters are to bo
bound.by i1t 'in-every Ya'rliouluﬁ—that thoy
have no. right: to. axplain Scripture othor-
wiso than in striot copformity with itg

teachinge, is practionlly ‘10 nesort ihis, ahd

to give 3t an suthority vy intonded by
its oxecllont compilers, who 1gsent it as
an aid to the nadovstanding of truth,—
nof o & yinalily.

Wa of the luity sre not toll thet wo
must lomalogate in all points the Oonfas.
pion of Faith or arasa to bo Preabyterians,
Ifs0, it wauld vory auch roduce the
numbess of the Church. But those whe,
Yike myref, are sinceroly attoched to the
Presby torian Oharelr, belloving it to ha a
seripfural und living braach of the Cluis
tian Chureh, while not fooling boundto n
long and complieated dograatie aystem,—
wounld e folt it hard, had they desived to
onter her minietey, and been excluded from
it eimply beeause tbey vouldgnot in all
points conxeientionsly oudorzo the West-
mumater Confession. - Made an ultinate ru
thority in this way, the Confexsion docs be-
cotne 8 “fettur,” or rathey an unsoviptural
barricr, whioh has exclnded 1many good
wen Do the Chaich of Scotland, and ry
cently lost to us an excellent young miuis-
{er in our own, It is trno that, s the
Globe 2ays, in a recent artiolo,—the great
nass of Presbiytertan ministors simply ne
copt the Confession *in its main scvpe, —
“not neeessaxily binding themselves to
overy winute detail as they understaud
them.”  Lut this is at best a very unsatis-
factory position, aud it is surely meost in-
cousistent to maintain in authority Oon_;
fossion containing adwmittedly ** doubtful
and * non-crsential” Yropositioue, which
may be eaforeed though we aro told_they
neod not be beliroed.  “ Ly the ity of
ths Church ouly ou what is easoatial to the
Chureh” wus tho oxcellont maxim of the
great Richard Baxtor, in the very ngo §v130n
tho Confession was cowpiled. A striking
instanco of the ovil of doing otharwise, and
of the rigidity of adherence of the * Con-
fession''—making it an wltimate instead of
a “subordinate standard—was the dis
position, somo fifty yoars ago, of tho well:
known John McLicod Campbell of Row.
This excellent and earnest winiator, now
universally acknowledged to havo been ono
of tho best and holicat men ever adorned
ths Church of Scotland, and the author of
goveral valuable thoolosical works which
hiave monlded much of the beat Christian
thought of the day, was furmally deposed
by tho General Assumbiy in 1831, for
preaching the doctrine that Christ had
“taken away the gin of the world,” ndoee
trine unqueslionably Seriptural, and om-
bodied in the standards of all the other Re-
formed Churches. Yot Mr. Campboll
was not permtted to appeal from tho Cou-
fession to tho DBible. Tho circumstance
that Mr. Campbell was, bafore his doath,
presonted with the degroe of Doctor of Dit
virity by oue of tho Scoltish Universitics,
—and also the fact that Mr. Moody has ro-
contly preached ¢his very doctrine from
ono ond of Scotland to the other, with the
concurrenco and approval of numorous
munisters of both the Seottish Churches,—
shows tho chango of fecling in this xespect,
though as yet the standard remains un-
altered. DBut it is woell-known that somo
of the best and ablest Scottish mmisters
are anxtous to change the relations of the
Church to the Confession as soon a8 1t can
bs conveniently done. With Mr. Campbotl
was deposed another excoliont mimwter,
the Rov. Thomns Seott, whilo at tho samo
timeo, and for the same reason, the Rev. J.
Stovonson, author of the woll-ki.own and
dolightful works—* Tho Lord my Shep-
herd,” and * Chnst on tho Cross —with-
drow to tho Church of England—other
carnest Christian wen, both licentiates and
students bewgin the samo way lost to the
Churcit.  Can we consider ns anytlung a
« fotter,” the rigidity which would exclade
Mr. Moody himself ‘from our ministry,
fthough we might let bhim preach in our
pulpit), and many another honoured ser-
vant of Christ besidos,—amply becanso he
could not 1n all subscrive to all pomts a
long commenditm of human teachings,
drawn up by men as falliblo as ourselves?
What wonder that vory many earnest and
spiritually minded Obristiaus of all denoxar-
nations have grown very weary of those
long detarled creeds and formula—foeling
that God's truth is too groat to bo narrow-
od down to any little human system, and
jong to go back to sotwe simple Counfession
Iiko the Apostle s Crend, winch should not
intorpose artificial barrierg,—surcely imost
unpleasing to our Divine Master,—be-
tween those who aro indeed ** on¢ in Clirist
Jesus 1™

It sliould no! lLiave been considered an
¢ attack " on the Confession to say that
ministers should **search the Seriptures”
for themsolves under the guidance of the
Spirat of Truth—and not becontent to look
solely through the spectaclos of the Gonfes-
gion, I cnco heard an Episcopal clergy:
man toll lus people that thoy were to read
the Bible in order to prove the Prayer
Book! TPresbyterians can see the evil in
tlus, though sowe of them cannot sco the
same ovil when the *‘ Confossion’ ig in
question. But it is as absurd to question
tholoyalty of Presbyterinns who thinks
the **Confession” needs roforming, as 1t
would be for one branch of the Episcopal
Church to quoation that of thoso who wish
to purify the Prayer book from some things
which they considor error. Indoed, it is
notorious that the Iivangolhical Epsco
pahaus find fault with the new ¢ Reformed
Fpiscopal Church,” for going out from
among thew iustead of romaining to help
thom to oarry voform within the Church;
and this ig, I 1hiok, the very duty which
devolves upon all liberal minded Presby-
terians,

We ave far from under-rating the excel-
lenco and wisdom of the men who drew up
the * Confession,” or undervaluing the
results of their labours. In many
respects it is » most admirablo ** body of
divinity,” and was dvawn nup smncerely,
though by no menns unanimously in all
points, by its compilors, according to their
light. Dut there are many reasons why
our faith should not bs stereotyped, and
our progress stopped at the point which
they bad reachod, more than two conturies
ago. Itis ofton said thet a scholar in our
Sabbath sclools now has more facilitios for
nnderstanding the Bible thau the philoso-
phers of thoso days. The progrees of both
Biblioal eriticiem and of historie and scien-
tifio resenrch has cast much now light on
many portions of Scripture, sud led to the
very- different interptétation of not & fow.
It is strongly indicatéd by God's providonce
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that thore is to ba progress in the develop-
mdat of thoolopy as of all othey depart.
raents of thouglit,

Thuis prineiple fathe vory vaison d'efre
of every now contaentary, oxitiwal work,
and theological article that 18 published,
which wenld Lo usoless and superfluous,
woro it nob supposed _oupabls o. shed-
ding some now light on Divine Truth.

No scientifio sohool would coramut the
error of eryatullizing its systom at »ny
given poiut in the past, aud why should we
commit tho samo error in regard to what
18 far more important? The tenching of
its Davine Fouuder wa3 that the Church
was to depend on the guidauce of the Spirit
of Truth. Is it not lack of faith in this
toacbing whioch lays so muoh stress on
humar standards? Believing that the
Chureb, ag well as the individusl Christian
i8 ta make progress m Divine truth, and
that every Chrishian 18 undor obhization to
 senvch the Seriptures” with open henrt
and mind, we of the laity desire the sawe
liberty for our olergy that wo olaim for our-
selvor,—za that they may not be obliged,
in defovence to any lronan puthority to
closo their minds againet the entranco of
any light which the *¢ Spirit of truth” may
bring to their minds in tho courae of their
researches j—considering that any carncst
or prayerful student of Soripturo has as
much ight to soaroh into tho *‘deop
things of God,” ns hiad the compilors of the
Confession.

Every ono who knows the history of the
Church of Scotland knows well that tho
evil froin which sho has suffered most, has
been that of making a dead and ngid
orthodoxy of belief stand instead of tho
warm and living faith and trust which
comes from drawing our spirituel life
direct from Christ who és our life, and
reoking the constant teaching of tho Holy
Spirit.  And the Chureh was never moro
ioily “msoderate” thau when sho deposed
oue of ou.: holiost ministers for o supposed
doviation from dogmatic “‘orthodoxy.” Itis
living faith and porsonal holiness, and not
elaborato theological confessions that can
keep our dootrine pure.  Poermit mo to
closo this somowha. long letter {in whiaoh,
while expressing as I cannot buf expross,
my own strong convictions, I have tried
to avoul anything that might wound tho
faolings of those who thing differently) by
an opposite quotation from Mr. Spurgoon,
“The only way to conserve orthedoxy is
to nourish spiritnal power. Living faith
in, and oarnost zaal for Christ, will abways
enauro sound theology. Love for a per
son rather than faith in & creed, is the
vital idea of the.Goapel. When wo accept
Christ as Saviour to pardon sin, renow tho
soul, impart life, comfort in sorrow, keep
from falling, savo with a great salvation,
wo cannot go very far wrong in doctrinal
beliof. To keep the church doctrinally puro,
wonced only keep up strong faith and ardent
lovo to the person of our Lord =aud
Saviour.  Yours, ete.,

A Lay PresByYTERIAN,

Probationers and Vacancies.

Lditor BriTisn AMRRICAN PRESHYTERIAN.

Sir,—Will yoa allow o epaco ia your
colamus to make a feww stalecwonts to the
public concerning tho way affuirs are
managed in some of our congregativns ?

I wish to draw attention to the very in-
adequato support that probationers recoive
from vacant congregations.

The sum of eight dollara is far too little
to pay ovon ordinary exponses, and espo-
cially is this the caso when tho distanco to
bo travelled 18 vory great. Somotimes wo
ave transported from Dan to Beershoba,
and then we oty receive tho miserable
pittanen of eight dollars. Very often
unless wo are extraordinary wvigilant and
earclnl, wo will bo minns fifty conts or a
dollar of that suw.

All most ordivary mechanics earns more
than this, He will earn his ton, twelve,
or fifteon dollars per weck, but the licen.
tiato and probationer of ono of tho largest
and wealthiest churchos are frowned down
to tho tnfling sum of eight dollura,

Why, sir, there are some couuntry con-
gregations wha have been giviug their
sottled ministers at tho rate of fiftoen,
twenty, and twenty-five dollars per week,
and when thoy become vacant, the poor
probationer, who travels two huundred
miles in ordor to preach the Gospel to
thom, receives tho paliry sum of eight
dotlars., SBurely this 18 scarcely far or
Jjust.

And, sir, one can scarcely eredil it ;
there are leading mon in rome of our con-
gregations mean enough to lift up their
voico und to use their influenco agaiust
the settlemant of a pastor, beecanso ¢ the
presching only costs them ecight dollars”
now, and if they had a minister this sum
would havoto bo largely incrensed. Here,
fina, Mr. Editor, tho seovet of long vacan
cies. O, tempora! O mores! where is
the Christianity here? Wu oncs heard of
an ~ld man who thanked God that he had
bee 1
thr ty-threo years, and it only cost him
thh o conts.

'Lneso small-souled, niggaredly indi.
vi: 1als are surely of the same stamp. We
would at onco say, Let tho church be
purified of all such. This, Mr. Editor, is
the reason why some congrogations
romam long vacant~* cheap proaching.”

But wo hete to dwell on such a dizazree.
abloe topio, and hasten on to remark that
1t 18 no wonder that thore are at the pre-
sont timo in our church minety vacancios,
and only thirty probationers to supply
them. Our young men receivo such tro-
mendous and startling encouragoment to
enter tho profession of the Christian min.
istry from such a state of things. .

“The harvest, truly, 18 plenteous 3 but
tell 1t not 1n Gath.,” Its no wonder that
tho laborors are few.

Youug mou who have been brought up
in good circumstances, refage to euter the
ministry to piug and langunish upon eight
dollars por week,

The tiine it takes to qualify oneseli for
the ministry is & powerfal argument
against such small remuueration. Alto-
gether it takes nbout ten years, Three
yoar's sr,spam'tbry training for tho univers.
ity, and four years of an arts’ conrso aftor
-ontering tho nnivorsity, thon thros yoars
of 5 theological {raining, and then wo ara
roady to rocoive the wnormous salary of

a membor of a Christinn Churen !

oight dollars por waok aud pay all our ex:
pensos.  Why, Sir, the thing 1s_s0 sbsord
un almost to aronge tho slumbering shades
of John Kuox, What's the remedy? It
hes wmath tho Presbytories. Yot thom wee
to at, that enol congroyation paya accord-
ing to its meuns, sud then thera will bu no
more ¢ choap prenching.”

Hoping you will ingort this, so that the
rights of probationwa and livontintea moy
bo preaceved, I romaiu, yours truly,
JusTar1A,

2ustor al Lreaple.

Fasy R;Hgidn.

It is not to be (denied or overlooked that
thote is o prevailing tendency in many of
our populat and fashiunable ity aud conn.
try olurches, to favor and advocate p loose
and casy-going religion among Christians,
as well a5 among mivisters, copeelally
among young Christians.

Three months aro, ono of tho wmost in-
tellizent, olcar-headod professional men in
the cuuntry, not hunolf & professor of re-
ligiun, said £0 mo, 10 o conversation on tho
importance aad reality of roligion: ¢ If
thero is avy thing in this world that tempts
me lo disbeliovo the whole thing, it is
when I seo mon profess to be converted—
covenant to labor for Christ, and iis cauro
forover—coms to the commnuion and take
the body and bloo 1 of the crucificd Saviour

n their hands snd lips—and then in throe

monthis after I =eoc those sameo persons
playing cards at whist partios, danocing at
public balls, frequenting operac and then-
tres, and all manner of vain worldly
amusetnentg! It looks to me Jike consumne.
rato hypocrisy, aud I am tempted to
think tho wholo thing a dolusion!”

I canuot wonder at it. Wit a slur
upon Christiamty, that thore is aothing in
it to interest, delight, aud ratisfy the soull
Must the young Christian be without joy,
pleasuro, and happinoess, only as ho secks
them over in the green fields of vain
worldly amugemeuts?

Said Dr. Cuyler, “ You cannot grow
healthy, young Christians, in the foul air
of social dissipation! Nidnight partios,
oporas, Gormans, and whist clubs, do not
suit Christ's plants of grace, any bettor
than Labrador ico fields suit orango troes.
A Chrigtian cannot koop all tho habits of o
worldling without killivg his picty. Come
out and be separato, means somothing
more than to take the communion seat
half & dozon timaes a voar.”

It thero 18 setting n upon onr churches
o slrong provalent current towards an
easy-going religion—a tendenoy to favour
and practice vain, dissipating amusemonts,
which lerd away from Christ ; tho true de-
maud of tho pows upon the pulpit is, that
1t shall bo awake to that fact—=shall speak,
and preach, 1f need be, against these things,
though thoy scem to bo little matters, and
though romo may bo offended by it—for
the watchman must warn tho flock against
presont dangera, and present forms of
worlily conformity, and departures from
God—though ho may find, in faithfully
doing g0, that the offence of the cross has
not yet ceased.

Infinite Loveliness.

Evory objeet that cau ho presented to us
has a ¢laim on our affeetions correspond-
ing to its charactor. If any object bo ad-
muable, 1t possesees a natural and inherent
claim {o our admiration ;1£it be venerable,
1t Las a claim to our roverence; if 1t bo
terrible, 14 demands our fear; if 1t be boau-
tital and amiable, it claims and deserves
our love. But God is perfectly and in-
finitely lovely; nay, he ia excellenco and
loveliness itself. If you doubt this, ask
those who can tell yon. Ask Christ, who
is 1 tho bosom of the IFather, and Ho will
tell yon that Ged is infinitely lovely. Ask
the holy avgels who dwell in His inmedi-
ate presenco, and they will tell you tnat
Ho 1 lovely boyond all that even angehe
minds ean concoive, Ak good mon inall
ages, and they wiil lament that thoy can-
not tell you how admmabla and excollent
Joehovaligs. Ask evorything beartiful and
amiablo 1 the umverse, and 1t will tell
you that all 1ts beanty is but a faint reflec-
ton of His. If all thiz does not satisfy
you, ask the spirits of disohedicnce, and
they, though filled with malico and rago
against him, will tell you, if you can con-
straio them to speal, that the Being whom
they hato is lovely, and that it constitntes
tho essenco of their misery that they can
find no blemish in His chiaracter. But if
God bo thus infinitely luvely, we aro un-
dor infinite obligations to love Him ; obli-
gations from which He HDimself cannot
releaso us, but by altering his charaoter
and ceasing to bo lovely.

3

Gop's Worp Givetnt Lieut.—The fol-
lowing shows how the Word of Godreaches
the human heart, oven in heathen lauds:
—* A natwve ministor of Madagasear, now
an assistant ia the revision of the book of
Genesis, attributes Ins convorston entirely
to his having accidontally met with a
small serap torn from a Malagasy Bible.
While walking past the spot where the
Memoerial Church of Ambatan-kanga now
stands, ho saw on tho ground a small surap
of printed papor. Taking it up, he found
it was amoro fragmont of the book of
Penlms. Ho bogau to read, nnd was ospe-
cially struck with one verse, which speaks
of the power and majesty of God. Ho
could not got rid of tho improssion it mado
on his mind, that the God revealed in the
Bitle was tho truo and hving God. He
accordingly sought out some Okristian,
and inquired ebout the faith thoy possessed.
Tho result was that ho accopted Christ ns
his Saviour, joinod himself to.tho peraccut-
od company of boliovors, and endured
with them privation aund loss for Christ's
sake. Ho haa now been for somo years a

vative pastor, and 18 & most zealous and
gudly man."

. Tux right and noblo things which enter
into oharactor are, next to iho Word of
God, tho noblost book to bo seon and read
by all men, The mat who lives right, and
ia right, has moro powor in his sflence than
anotlior bas by his words. Oharactor is
Hiko bells whicl: ring out sweét mnsie, nud
which, when tonchud Accidentally oven,
rosouad with sweet musie,

T, ]

The Word ef Gad.

How truly refreshing to the.soul

too weak to read or think muohfto {a\;gon
littlo sentenoe fromn God s Word nnd think
over it. Tuke the following: * Justifieg
from all things,” or, ** Mado nigh by Hi
blood,”  * Astho Father hath loved me
80 h‘:,wa I foved you." “I have chosen
youy Junt fonst on those four words
“L" Who ? Josus; the nltogother lovaly
one, the dolight of God s heart, ¢ Havoy-
yesy lony ago, before the world boga;,
Iis Jovo factened on us gwilty sinnee,
“ Chosgen you,” o think that I ahould b,
He shoice, His choscn BAC—108, B Pogr
wrofched thiug, And Ha .iced not hayg
choson me, Hets of glarious halegs weyg
before Hum ; but ho passod them gl] by,
and come down tc love nlittls worm of
tho dust, and 1le becamn hke us, «] gy
a worm znd no mawn.' (P, xxi) 0
may our souls be flattoned on the love f
Chnise; thus siall wo bs filled with joy
aud poaco,

Random Readings,

<&

—

A BIMPLE faith i3 the best answor to gy
ouxning questions.

He is a wise man who kuoows hig owy
folly—iwho distrusts himeelf and looks {o
Jesus.

Your tomptations may not lie that ws
to-day, bui they may b your atrongest
temptations to-morrow.

A yay, saya Spurgeon, onght to hope
within the bounds of reason and the pro.
mises of tho good old Book.

SLEEP ig death’s younger brother, and so
liko him, that I never dare trust him
without my prayers.— Sir 7'. Brown,

A uan ought to carry himeolf in the
world ns an orango tree would, it it could
walk up and down in the gavden, swinging
perfumo from every littlo censer it holds
up to tho air.

Jouy Bunvax was onco asked n quostion
about ficaven which he could not answor,
bocause the raatter was not revosled inthe
Seriptures; and he therefore advised the

“nquirer to live a holy life, and go and see,

TaAT vory law which moutds a tear,
And bids it tricklo from {ts source;
Thatlaw prosorves tho oarth o sphore,
And guidsstho planotsin thelr course.
Rogers,

T conress T have no hope vut that which
inspired the dying malefactor at thoside
of my Lord, and I must be eaved inthe
same way—as frecly, as fully, or not at all,
Lot mo bo found accepted mn the Beloved,
and comploto in Him.—Counlcss of Hunle
ingdon.

Wg scatter seods with careless hands,
And droam we no'ox shall soo them more
But forn thousand years
Tholr frult appoare,
In weeds that mar thoe land
Or hoalthful store.

Prrsons may greatly ivjuro others in
thair thoughis by upyustly ontertaining
moan thoughts or a Jow cxtoem of them,
Sutno are devply and continuously injuri-
ous to others {:y tho contemrt they habit.
ually Liave of thew.in their hoarts, and by
tllxoir willingness to think the worst of
thom.

A r1g which is part a truth,

Isever tho Llackest of 1scs.
Tor a lio which {5 alt a He,

May bo mot and fought with outright;
But a lio which is part a truth,

Is o hardor matter to fight.
=Tennyson.

It is related of Dr. Griflin, that ho onco
becamo o nnxious in regard to tho spirit-
ual dearth long prevalent in his congrega-
tion, that ho spent a night in prayer, an
tho noxt day preached with such power and
eavnestness that forfy followed him in
tonrs to his study, to ask what they must
do to bo saved.

“Ilow large n membership has your
charch 2 asked a ministor of the deacon
with whom Le stopped over Sunday.
* Well, I toll 'em they have got about ten
that can bo deponded on to do any thing;
baut there are more'n & hundred nameson
tho church books, if that's what you want
{o know."

O WEARY hauds, that throngh the day,

Lito's heavy burdon scarcely boar;

Anothoe Hand ghall take eway

This load of toil, and sig, and caro @

Not hero, but thero!

0 woacy, nching, throbbing brain!

O hoart with doubt and sorrow riven!

Thore i5 uo tofl, nolove in vaio,

e In that blest homo that Christ has given:
Not earth, but heaven.

A SILVER egg was propared ns present
fo a Saxon queen. Opon tho silver by
georot spring, and thoere was found & yolk
of gold, Find tho spring of the gold, and
it flow opon and diselosed a benutiful bird.
Pross tho winge of the bird, and in its
broasy was found a erown, jowelled and
radient. And oven within the crown, up-
held by & apring like tho rest, was a rng
of dinmonds, which fitted the fuger of !'110
princess herself. O how many a promiso
thero is within a promise in the Scriptare,
the silver around tho gold, tho gold around
tho jowals ; yet how fow of God's children
ever find thoir way far enough among the
springs to discover the crown of s re-
joicing, or the ring of His covenant o
poacel

SPURGEON says vory foroibly :—* Thore
is not a Olristisu bonoath the socopo o
God's hoaven from whom I am a.opgratod-
At the Lord's tablo I always invite al
Christians to como and ait down and com-
mune with us. If any man wera to tel
mo that T ar separato from the Episcops
lian, the Prosbytorian, or tho Mothodist,
would tell bim ho did not know e, foi !
love them with a puro hoart forveutly, ant:
I am not soparate from thom. - This bears
rather hard on our strict.communion Bap-
tists. I should not like to say any thing
against thom, for they are about tho beds
people in tho world; but they ronll{ d°
soparato themsolves from tho great bo y
of Ohrist's pooplo. 'They separato from
tho great univorsal clmrch. They ,'“z‘
they will not commuun with it ; and i ‘“a
éns comos to their tablo w.o has rot be? d
baplized, thoy turn him away. Tllt}"‘tﬁ 5
af Christ is communion; nod wae 105
Ohurch that soss to caro_ the ills-0
Chirist's Ohuroh by stopping ite pulee!

il



