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Sabbath Sohool Lessons.

ljarcht l7th, 1861.

TIE 01,D WVOILD.-GENEsis vi. 1-13.

The pcriod at which titis chapter openE,
was about 2448, B.C., or 1556, A .Titis
date is ascertaiiied by aecepling the recoguized
chronology of flhc world as created, 4004, B.
C., and calculatiig- the ages of flic respective
patriarcits from Adam to Noaht. The num-
ber of the initabituts in the old world ntust
have been considerable at titis timie.

1. IlThe sons of G od" began to intrrmarry
with the daivghter's of nicu, v. 2. IlThle sonIs
of G.od*" were the posteti'y of Sethi. lie
pious are everywbiere itn the Bible calcd the
souis andl daiighters of the Lord Almiighty.
These Sethites w-ere conîparatively a pionis
race, nnlrsOf Illeir anCeStOrs 1ein)g C01t-
spicitous for tîteir devotedness to the cause of
Cod. By titis time, however. there had heeti
a sad(ldet4erioruaitioti aîneng the Sethites, va-t the
(JiStiI t i \72 app1 elation nmoto stria-tv ailpropri-
tate tai tlacir jarogettiturs titan tii thei, wuLs
still tised. Tiie Idaugitters of incît," are se
cýalled in contra-distinction to the sons and
daughiters of CGod. Thev were cf the Cninite
instead cf the Sethite stock. Werc neyer
transferrcd trem their cotinection with a falleu
aaid dlcjravcd aticestry, te a gracious cotîuec-
lion witlî the Father cf Spirits.

TiÈc dauîghitrs cf mcn wcrc "lfair." Thtis

q uality attracted the attention cf the sons cf
Go-i. This possession is oiten a iare, to the
possessor utnd te others, aud it is often eue
which fenales covet.

The sous cf C'od teck their wives, aceording
te their hcarts desire, and as many cf them ais
they chose, v. 2. This was very grieveus ii
Ged's sighit.-1)cut vii. 3-4. These mixed
rarriages wcre the imniediate cause cf the
destructiotn cf the old worldl.

2. God was grievcd with the coaduct cf
men. Pis spirit had been striving with theta,
ou account of their graduai declension. The
mixed niarriages provoked him eceedingiy,
and he deternîincd that His spirit should net
always strive with mani. For lie was flcsh, v.
3, Psal. lxxix. 39. IlYet his days shall le one
hundred and twenty years" Commentators8
regard titis 120 years as a term cf respite,
during which the ark wau built and during
which there, was rocra for repeutance.*

4. The giants mentioned in v. 4, are, accord-
Ing to enîinent critics, IlMen of Violence ;"
men who bout down, oppressed, and plundered,
the wealc and defenceless. The term has ne'
pazicular reference to stature. Howerer, it

is not at ail improbable that the men of the
old world were both in stature and strength4
superior to those of the present day

5. ",God saw that the wickedîtess of mani
was great on the earth, &c.," v. 5. Thtis ian-
gruage is intensive. Lt indicates Dot only a
niarvellous excess, but also a universality of
wiekIedaîess. "The eartit was corrupt bc-
fore God-aii 11esh, had corruptcd his way
upon the eat.-e.vi. 11-12. ' If yoi?
pictiure to yourself everything unclean iii tasW
anîd feeling, in conversation and coudact; uni-
versai ini extent anad enoninous i lia.usure, as
te w-bat is here averred, yout will then have ho-
fore von minds eye, soine image of what is
(lenoted by the latîguage here used by the,
,sacred wvriter.'

The eartit was filied with violence, v-. IL-
It was the order of the day. N o sedurity to
anything valuable or~ precious--te reputatien,
chu sti ty, piroperty, persoual, doniestie, social
or civil rig)-its; or even to life itself.

6. It repented] tho Lord thatlie made mai),
&cv. 6. God is utîchaugeable, Hie is also

ontiniscient, and(l etice the ianiguvge eiliploved
iii this es is liard to lie iunders-toodl ut first,
an view cf thesýýe attrihutes. T1he langunge
eiinl1 doyed is in coni4deratio,î of our w"eakuesq,
andl w'he it' is said that ( -'d repett, it is
ateant that lie changes his coursýe of action.-
1 Mankind had net answcred the great end for
ivhich they were inade; had Dot deported
tleieaselves as the Lord lad a righit to expect
and he deterninies that his providentiai cure
and kilndness shall not be excrcised toward
thetu as fornîerly. lie wili alter bis dispen-
sations; ivill chanîge bis course; deal differ-
ently towacd-( thenm from wliut, lie had doue.

7. Mants sin brought ruin upon bis com-
fort. The beaîts, the ctrcepiaig thiugs and tht
fowls of the air, werc destroyed aiongr witb,
man.

8. Noahi alene at the time fourid grace fil
G(xod'ssiglit. Ilewias ajust mani and perfect if,
his gencration, and walked with God. lt is
ail the more a testiînony to Noah's character
that hie stood singular, and conspicueus in a
time of super-aboutiding iniquity.

Learu 1. The evii of ungodly marriages-
1 Cor. vii. 39. 2 Cor. vi. 14

211d. God's long suffcring, v. 3, Jude 14.
Bd. Though God bears long with sinnere%

IHe -will punish sin.

Long suflcrlng of God to the Ilnhàbio
tante of the Old Worlde

.&nd does the Lord hasten te the executfoe'
of his solemu and tremendous purpose? No-
The vessel it8elf which our patriarch waa en,'
joined to niake, could not be built in a day.-
Not ouly was it te be a va.%t structure, but Of
80 inany cotnpartmeDts, and cofltrivOflces, andl
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