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INTELLECTUAL EDUCATION—=WUHATIT MEANS.

Trover the human mind is one and indivisible, it ia com.
posed, like the body, of several parte, all intended for the per-
formance of certain functions,  Thesy parts are usually re-
ganled under the threcfold classifieation of the Intellect, the
Conscience, the Will, with the various Emotions By tho In
telleet is understood that part of the miml which perecives
reficets, gencralires, remembers, reasons, imagines, &c. s by
the Conscience, that part by which we aro eapably of moral
obligation 3 by the WWill, that motive force by which wo are
impelied 1o action.  Theso agnin are made up of varions at-
tributes or states of being, or conditions of acting,  The intel-
leet, for example that part to which we aro now more apeci-
ally to call aliention, exiss in a great varicty of states, pere
forins certain important operations, and hence is spoken of ns
possessing certnin powers, or facultics, or sensibiliticss  « For
all practicnl purposes,” enya Professor Lyall, in his able tren-
tiso on * tho Intelleet, the Emotions and the Moral Nature,"
“{here is no harm in speaking of the faculties of tho mind,
and of the mind operating acconting to cerinin faculties, in
the way of discernment, comparison, composition, or, more ge-
nerically, judgment. But more philosophically and simply
tho view properly is, that the mind, first by its own spontancis
ty agdl nctivity, and then according to certain laws, obtains ita
simple idens, such as selfy externality, matter, substance, with
their varied propertics—space, time, power: then, these idens
are modified, and we have the iden of univgrsal space, elerni-
ty, cansality under all sls phases: we can linit or extend our
idea of space ad {ibitum,—consider it ns circumscribed by
lineg, and thereby derive the propertics of figures, and con-
atruet the science’ of Geometry—divide time into periods, or
consider it According to the observed motions of the heavenly
bodies—regand the laws of motion and of force, and so obtain
the mechanicnl scicnces ¢ and all this is just mind, one nnd in-
divisible in all its operations, regarding its ideas under those
aspects in which they may present themsclves to it, or may
be eapnble of being considered—it is, in short, intellection ope-
rating in various ways, or intellection affected varicusly by li-
wiling circumstances, supposed or actual.”  And, again, the
samo profound metaphysician thus observes, # We consider
the mind possessed of a spontaneous activity and nherent
potwer, by which our simple ideas are frumed, products of the
mind solely, and not indebted to sensation further than ay the
prompter or stimulant of mind : that activily still in operation
gives us the modifieations of our simple ideas, in which ex.
tended operation we see the Inws above enumerated, and those
principles of the mind—cauzulity, generalization,’ deduction.
IWe have the voluntary actions of mind, attention, abstraction.
We have the state of imagination and the propertics of memo-
ry and association™

Such are the views of the human intellect entertained by
Professor Lyall, as well as by the most eminent metaphysici-
ans of the present day, and no one, we think, who calmly re-
flects upon the nature of mind can fil to perecive their sound-
ness and their philosophy. Nevertheless, as the Professor
says, * For all practical purposes there is 20 harm in speaking
of the faculties of the huinun mind”, and as these are the pur-
poses for which we hera introduce the subject, it may be as
well that we abide by the old mode of phrascology, as the one
best understood and with which our readers are most familiar.
Looking then at the buman intelloct as manifesting or deve-

loping iteclf by certain powers or factiltics, there is no small
diversity in the armugenment of these powers by writers on
Mental Science.  Among the most natural and the most sime.
ple classification is the one adopted by De Wayland in his
Treatise on Intellectun] Philosophy 3 at all events we regard
it as the most ueeful for all eduentional purposess  ‘That prace
tical writer cnumemtes the lollowing cight facultics and sensi.
bilitics as appertaining to the Totellect, namely, Perception,
Conscioueneas, Original Suggestion, Absteaction, Memory,
Renson, 1magination, Tastew  These facaltics are thus brictly
defined 31— _

1. The Pereeptite faculties are thate by which we bhecomo
acquainted with the existence aml qualities of the external
world,

2, Consciousness is tho faculty by which we become cognd-
zant of the operations of our own minds,

3. Original Sugyestion ia the faculty which givea riso to
originl idens, oceasioned by the perceptive fuenltica or cone
selousneas,

1. Abstraction is the faculty by which, from conceptions of
individunta, we form conceptions of genern and speciey, or, in
genernl, of Classes.

5. Memory is the faculty hy which we retnin and recall
our knowledge of the past. )

6. Lleason is that faculty by which, from fhe uso of the
knowledge obtained by the other faculies, we aro enabled to
proceed to other and original knowledge.

7. Imagination is that faculty by which, from materials al-
ready cxisting in the mind, we form complicated conceptions
or mental images, acconding to our own will,

8. Tuste isthat sensibility by which wo recognize the beau-
ties and deformities of nature or art, deriving pleasuro from
the one, and suffering pain from the other.

This claasitication of the properties or qualitics. of the hue
man intellect is execedingly natural, and arranged in beauti-
ful and strictly consceutive omer.  By.the first three, nanely,
Perception, Cansciousness, and Original Suggestion, we ol-
tain, n3 by s0 many receptacles, nll ouc knowledge—und by
the others, the knowledge we have nlready acquired through
these faculties. is modified.  Such are the. properties of the
Tntellect, that part of man's mentalmature under considertion.
And what,.it may now he asked, constitutes.tha education. of
this part of our-being? or, What is intellectual educution fom,
Understanding the word education in its primary aceeptation,
intellectun] education consists in the deawing out, the unfold-
ing, the developing and the strengthening of all the, propertics,
or constituent parts of the intellect. . And how is this effected 2
First; by furnishing the food congeninl to thiese partsy and fur<
nishing.it according. to the order of their development.  Soe.
condly, by furnishing that foad in such & way as that it shall
be properly digested 3 or, to.speak without a figure, hy pre-
senting smitable subjects to these facultics respectively, and,
presenting them in such a way as that these fneunltiea shall be
developed and strengthiened, and rendered subservient to the
purposes for which they were designed.  This lattgr depart-
ment of the subject is encompassed with no ordinary difficulty.
In our estiinnte,.it constitutes the problem, for the solution of
which every sound and-enlighténed educationist should direct
his best effort and talent. It plainly involves two points, the
theory or the philosophy of the thing, and the practise or the,
mechnnical process by which it is to bo effected.  As to the
former, the muin question is, What are the means best fitted

©



