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It is iimpossible for us to uidertstatid
liow ütte mmnd coîtld have acconîplislied
so rrsucli especîally if the matn was wltat
lîistory seems to, show, btit, wlietlier
rouigît workiug min 0o polislîed courtier,
lie sticce(!ded iin reacliing lieiglits nto otliet
lias yet attaitîed. Stautditig far above
and beyond ail otîtets, lie litas dravvtî
literatuire toward luis sublime lueiglit.

"NEVA."

Iteratin,,, like fictioni, is Iikely to gelnerate hent,
issend of lprogress.'

Atiinials are such atgreealile iriends -thsey .151 tic)
qulestions, thiey piss i) critici.,ti1."

"Iî Pu nt uletnv'iti' that w oies, are ft)isli : Goc
.Alniglty malle 'eni tu match thse miess."

Il WuVen jieiple's feelings have gai n deadly wunsd,
thsey Casi't lie cisrte %vitis alvtnrs."

Me i snighit wehl seek fiir putifyisig rites ; evei lii<îs

deeds sseed washiisg."1

ltf is ctriosis %vIsat pameises <if lardssess auJd îesilcieness
lie sîde hy siiie inii nses's dispuositions."

Il If >'oi tiust a ilst, let hissi bc a lha-cliliîtr-let liiiii
tie a b)acleltr."

IA feeling of revesîge is nul worth nimîcî tsai yîsu
shouîld care tu keep it."

«It is genlerahly a féiines cye thsat first iletecîs thse
mioral deficiesicies isiddesi ululer tise dear deceit of Ie.isity."

IA snass's inil-wlat tisere is of it-sas îslways the
.zdvautage of lseisg sssaisciliss,-ais Ille siisaliest lsjsch-
tree is ofa isigher kisid tiai the sssîst soariîsg paliii,-assdi
evenl Iis ignoîransce is of a sanider qtsality."

4-antigo £cîxcil îiterattire. -j

HE literature of a counutry beaus a
great reseiîblatîce to its history,
and the most sîuccessfîul period of
governinemit is generally inost pro-

lific; in gr at writers. Thîis is applicable
to Englaind, for if we comrpare lier ear-licst
days with the preselît tiie, we slîall soon
see the difference in literature as well as
in nianners and custonms.

Thie Àiîglo-Saxoti literatture comprises
two distinict classes of writers-tîose whio
wrote ini Angolo-Saxon anîd tiiose wlîo
wvrcte in LTatini-Ii the former class King
Alfred. was the inost eniinient, aithougli
inost of lus works (of wliichi the prinicipal
were "a Bede's History of the Anglo-
Saxont Cl'ut ch " *atud l"Boetheus ou the
Consolation of Pliilosophty," > were cithier
altogetiet or in part tratîsiatiotis frotu
Latin. lii trasislatig tltem lie was
obliged to omit ail niiceties of style and
classical ail1usionts, for lie liad to suit tltemi
to thte people for wltotîîi lie was wvritin)g.

l'le soujice %vltenice wve draw niost of
wliat wve kn)ow of Aiigl>-Saxon literature
%vas the " Saxont Clîronicle," which wvas
coinpiled iii the Monasteries. It is
valuable, first as a history and second for
haviug, he-eti w~ritteni by mnt wlio Iived
amoutg the sceties tlîey described. Tuie
peculiar featuires of titis period are the
alliteration anid want of rhie, and also
thiat thte only attempt at metre is that
two risings and fallings of the voice are
necessary for eacli perfect unie. lui the
oild natitscripts thie hues are writtea
conitinu1ouslv,ý beitig onily separated by a
point. Ver>' fewv of the attors are
ktiowii, for the literatuire wvas spread by
thte inistrels wvho %vent froin Itouse to
boutse siitgiing tlhe praises of dead lieroes
to titeir- living descendants.

Two long poemns, IlCaldinoi's Para-
phrase " aîîd the Il Romance of B3eowulf,"
are the prittcipal, oîîes wliicli liave been
lian<ied down to us. Caidmani, wlio died
the enîd of the seveîîtl century, was a
cow-lierder of Wlîitby, but supposing lie
liad been inspired by Heaven lie became
a moîtik anîd devoted Ibis life to the coin-
position of religious poetry. The"I Para-
phrase " coutains, besides mnany othier
subjects, ai) accoutt of the Creation and
Faîl, and it as from, tlîis similaritv of
subject tiat Milton lias been accused of
plagiarisin. Beowvulf is an aîioiymour
story ini verse of six tlîousand fines. It
coîîtaiîîs the adventures of a -great liero
,%vlio overconmes niany dangers but is siaiti
wliile attacking thte nionster, Grendel.

One of the few -autîtors wlîo lianded
down his naine witlî lus works is Alfrie,
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