
UPS AND DOWNS.

ECHOES OF CHRISTMAS.

IIOW THE LITTLE ONES AT H-AZEL IAE
SPENT CHRISTNIAS.

1FROM MISS GIBBS.

My DPAR GIRLS-As you couid flot ail be ait Il Hazel
Brae"I on Christmas day, you xviii, I think, like to hear

wvhat xve did, so I will try and tell you something about
it, and 1 hope you ail spent as happy a day as ive did,
for 1 think, ai ils close, wve could aIl say we had,- indeed,

a happy Christmas."
In the early morning we wvere awvakened, as usuai, by

the sound of littie voices singing sweet Christmias hymns,
rernînding us of our Saviour's birth. for ibis should ever
be our first thought ;and let the message of. oid corne
home to each one otus-" Unto you is born this day, a
Savicuir, wvhich is Christ, the Lord."

After morning Church-for as many as couid be
spared, went-we dmned ail together, one big family of
about fifty, on turkey and plum-pudding, the usuai
Christmas fare. But, do you know, girls, there is a littie
secret about our pudding wvhich wve do flot aiways find in
other peopie's, for sorne of us found something more than
piums and curranis. and, indeed. something that might
have disturbed our digestive organs had we flot been
careful. And nowv can you guess ? We, xvho wvere lucky,
wvere five cents richer than when %ve comrnenced our din.
lier. Do you think Santa Claus had anything to do xvith
this ?

le paid us a visit, liowevcr, about 4 o'ciolc, for just
as the children wvere singing 1-Santa Claus is comiflg t0

bring us lots of toys,' etc., the curtain wvas drawn, and
Iiîere im wab, SvUiii . tI~U lj; Lî*ý ea' 1, 5Z

bute ail sorts of good things-some prettily.dressed doils
for the littie ones, handi<erchief sachets, biotters, perses,
and various other useful thinga, for the eider girls, and
candies, of course, for ail, for big and littie alike are ai.
ways ready for candies.

The grown-up people, too, wvere flot forgotten, and
you should have seen the funny littie dolîs they had given
to them. I suppose Santa Claus %vanted to remind them
of their chiidhood.

After hie had said "good.bye " to uîs, and tea over,
the chiidren. and indeed big girls t00, enjoyed a great
romp, and ail] the more so as Mr. Metcaif appeared on
the scene and entered fuliy mbt their games. Mr. Met-
caif, by the way, hadt been missing ail the afternoon. 1
wvonder wvhere he was! Do you think Santa Claus wouid
know il

By this time wve were ail rathier tired, but before se-
parating for the night. there remnained one thing more to
do, which always delighits the hearts of the children-
the pulling of bon-bons. Oh, the fun they had, especially
as they adorned themseives with the many kinds of

head.gear"I they iound inside.
0f course. wve remembered ail absent friends, and

gave three loud cheers, especially for Dr. B'arnardo; and
our dear friend, Miss Woodgate, you may be sure, wvas flot
forgotten eîther.

Another Christmas day has corne and gone, to be
heid, I trust, in hîappy remembrance by each one present.
And let us each, dear girls. endeavour, by God's heip, to
make the year upon which we have now entered, happier
and better than the last, flot oniy for ourseives, but for
ail with whoni we come in contact.

With love and best wvishes,
I arn, your sincere friend,

G. Gîlîls.

AN EVENING WITI{ THE LITTLE ONES IN
mus"aoK"A.

\'Vhen enjoying our pleasant Chîristmas
gathiering in Hazel Brae, ve, nieyer forget our
girls wvho are away, rnost of wviom, we believe,
share in the gladîîess and good tirnes of the
farnily with wvlîonî they are living, and wve hiope
that tiot rnany spend a really lonely Christmnas.
This year our thoughits seerned to turn more
especiaiiy to our littie ones away north in
M uskoka, and having a few Iltrifles I left over
from our own Christmas Tree, it was suggested
Ilcould we flot send themn to our Boarders and
give them a treat, too ? IlThis suggestion met
wvith general approval, and the idea grew and

took shape, and finally resulted in a very
pleasant, happy gathering of littie ones in
Huntsville, wvith tea, ganes, Christmas tree,
and ail sorts of good things.

It is possible you niay not ail fullv under-
stand the terni Il Boarders." These are young
children, ail under twvelve, wlio have been
placed with farmiers and others in MuItskoka,
that tlîey rnay be broughit tîp as members ofthe
family, attend school regularly aîîd get a fair
eduication, and at the sanie tinie becorne accus-
tomied to the Canadian climate and home wvays,
and learîî to be smnart and useful iii littie- home
duties, so tlîat wvhen their tiîne cornes to start
life's battle in earnest aîîd earn thieir owvn living,
they rnay not feel as Ilstrangers in a strange
lind," but may know to sone extent wvlat will
be expected of tlieni anid how to set about it.
It is, in short, the nursery and training ground
from wvhich we hiope to procince good, capable

hieips,' both boys and girls.
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But to return to Our Il Ireat." 11î tliinking
this over tue one great difficuity was, tiîat the
children wvere so scattered and iived at such
distances frorn eaclî other, as to make it impos-
sible to gather tliern ail. Our I.eaî-ts wvere large
enoughi. but the miles wvere tao lotq.

Huntsville being the chief centre, it wvas de-
cided to invite ail boys and girls. wvho lived in
and arouind tiîat town, to mieet Miss Loveday
and Mr. Gauint on Thursday eveîîing, January
î4 tli, at the Churcli Hall, wvhichli ad been
placed at our disposaI by the kindness and
courtesy of tue Rev. Arch. Llywvcd. Nothing
wvas said iîî the invitation as to whiat wvas to be
donc at tluis gatlîering, but maîiy and varied
wvere the suppositions and expectations of tlîe
favoured littie oîîes, several of whorn thouglit it
quite imnportant enoughi for Dr. i3arnardo to
corne hirnself and see thcm, aîîd iooked quite
disappointed wvlien told lie wvas thousands of
miles awvay in Englancl, but Nvlen sharp, watcli.
fui eyes sawv a kind frîend in the neighibourhood
drive up to tue door and leave there a fine tail
fir tree-the secret xvas out!

WVel, 5 o'ciock arrived in dlue tirne (alnîiost
too sooîî for those wvlo xvere in charge and lîad
preparations to rnake), and louîîd gatlîered in
thec schoolroorn a briglit, rnerry party of chl-
dren, 26 girls and 1 *8 b)oys-44 iii al]. It did
one good to look round lit their eager, iieaithy,
happy faces, and as far as oîîtward appearance
wvent thcy aIl, %vitlit exception, gave evidence
of beiîîg well and kindly cared for. Tea was
quic<ly disposed of and tables put aside, and
then began tliose gaines that ail clîildren knowv
and like. - Romnan Soidiers," Il Cock Robin,"
etc. A potato race caused great fun and excite-
ment, being tried iii varionis wvays-by two girls,
two boys, a little boy and girl, and corning
to a climnax wiicn two of the Ilgrown.up
people" tried timeir speed and sk<iff, and lotd

and hearty were the chieers as the contest got
pretty close. By this time even children's
voices and throats were getting a little tired, s0
a bag of candies was handed round to each,
aî-d soon began the al-important business of
Ispoiling the tree." This seerned to give un-

botinded pleasuire and satisfaction. There was
sornething for everyone, and it seemed to be
just the thiîîg thiat eacli one liked, and any
trouble thiat liad been taken wvas arnply repaid
by the siglit of the joy witli which dolîs were
adrnired, rnouth-organs tried, 'knivcs opened
and sliut, etc. The amusement of the evening
wvas varied by songs, recitations, duets, etc.,
that hiad been learned at school or Prepared
for otlier eîîtertainmients 0f course there wvas
the ustial remieînbrance of absent friends.
Three clîeers for Dr. Barnardo, for friends in
Peterborough and in Toronto <here the rival
affections of the boys and the girls for tlieir re-
spective Home %vas decidedly înarked), for Mr.

Shiearer, their teacher, and
others ; closing with the sing-
ing of Il Praise God frorni
wvhom a/i biessings flow."

Maîy friends in the neigh-
bourhood, including tliose who
%vere not guardians of the

* children, very kindly oflered
hielp ; andi our thanks are

- specially dite to the Rev. A.
-. Llywdd for use of tlîe rooru, to

Mrs Geo. Hutcheson for lier
contriittions ol cakes, rnîlk
and apples, to Mrs. Hollins.
head and Mrs. Rumisey, who
in addtition to bringing cakes,
etc., gave rnost valuable assist-
ance in the preparation of the
tea, and to Mrs. Eariy, Mrs.
\'inter and others, Wvho sent
various useful gifts.

,\Ve (hink, that both cliii-
dren and visitors went home

rit E "ScoTSMAN.' pleased and satisfied, and the
latter, we trust, wîth increased

kindly feelings towvards our wvork. This gath-
eri ng gave us an opportunity of seeing
the ciîildren free and tinrestrained, and tlîus
hielping us to forrn a better estimate of
their home life, and it wvas very evident
that wvhile tlîey Nvere, wve hope, learning to
work, they had flot forgotten how to play, and
for ourseives, wve %vere quite ready to endorse a
rernark hieard during the evening: Il Weil, tlîey
look to be a very promising' lot of youngsters."

Tlîey ail attend sorne clitîrch and Suindav
sehool, and thieir education, iii the more gener-
ally accepted sense of the word, is not over-
looked. Half.yearly reports front this and other
sclîoois in the neig-ibotiriiood show a steady,
regular atteîîdance, a fair average of marks
gained, and are free from any coniphaint eitiîer
as to conduct or general appearance, thougli ive
cannot lîelp wvordcring sornetirnes wvhy somte
wvho are knowîî and acknowledged to lie quick
and capable shouhd remain 50 lotig in the iow
standards.

Andi nowv, if any Il Boarders " who wvere not
fortunate enough, for that evening at least, to
live in or near Huntsville should read tlîis paper,
wve want to send a ioving message tri tliem, to
assure tlîei that tlîey were not forgotten, and
to wvlisper that perliaps tlîeir turn rnay corne
sorte day. In the meantime, wve hope ail wvill
work away steadiiy and wvell dîiring the present
school terni, be true and good, and thus hohd up
tlîeir own and Dr. Barnardo's good name, and
show. Canadians lîow hîappy and useful littie
English children can be.

Good-bye one and ail of you.
__________ J. L

If you are annoyed 'or vexeci at people, just
remnember it is not the rîglît tirne to speak.
Close your înouth-shut your teethi togetiier.-
Sel.


