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of the healthfulness of a locality, and it i-, a well-
knovn fact that it abouinds in those sections whiere
bilious remnittent fever is niost prevalent.

Scientifically, the amnounit of aqueous vapor in
the atmosphiere is expressed by its absolute and
relative humiid ity. The relative bumnidity exercises
a powerful influence on animial and vegetable lifé.
It is a well-known fact that the inhabitants of a dry
climate are, as a rule, thini and sallov, while those
living in a moisr, insular country hia\e iwell-develop-
ed figures and fresh, ruddy complexions. It 15 to
the greatet ciryness of this cuuntry that we owe
the peculiar physique of our people, which iS SQ
different froma that of our English ancestors.

.Hence such climates, although admnirably adapt-
ed to the treatient of pulnon.ary diseases, are
contr.,-iindicated in inany nervous affections. This
effeet is observed even in healthy persons on thieir
removal to a dry climate, or to one of considerable
elevation, and exhibits itself in a certain degree of
restlessness. Sudden changes in the relative bu-
midity operatc very sensitively in a diseascd organ-
ism, their first effects beingy a sudden increase or
diminution in the blood-pressure. FHence highi
altitudes, owing to diminishied atiiospheric pres-
sure, even whien coiibined withi a highi percentage
of relative hurnidity, is siimilar in its effects to a dry
climiate with lower elevation.

l'le only attemipt at'a classification of climiate,
according to its relative humidity, is the rather un-
satisfactory one of Vivenot, Nvhich is as followvs:

i. ry liate..(a. Excessively dry.... i .5_ per cent.i. ry limtes. b. 'ModerateIy dry.... 56- 7o

2. MOiSt climates. (a. Mo'terately moist.. p7- Ss
l~b. Excessive1Y moist-.87-100Il l

According to this standard, Aiken would rank as
a moderately dry cliînate. The iinean relative bu-
midity of A iken is, hoNvever, less than chat of any
station east of tht Rocky Mounitains where hydro-
metric observations have been taken, and during
the first four rnonths of the current year wvas even
less than that of Denver, Colorado. The spring is
the driest season at both places, the relative hiumid-
ity of March being lower than that of the other
mionths.

In the followving tables will be found a comipari-
sonl of the relative huînidity' of Aiken and Thomas-
ville with that of soi-e of the large Arnerican cities,
and of the leadîng health resorts in this and
foreigiu countries:
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This comrparison, which is based upon the iesult
of rnany years of observation, proves that Aiken is
troll 4 to 24 per cent. drier than ail the other
nientioned in the tables, and, as the list comprises
al] the well-known stations for wvhichi I have been
able to obtain reliable datn, Aiken niay justly be
ranked as onze of Mhe driest Izeaitil stations in the
world. 1 have been unable to obtain any informa-
tion as to the relative humidity of Colorado Springs
and Manitou, but, jildgipg froin the hiygroiînetric
conditions of other places west of the Rocky Moun-
tains, these resorts are even drier than Aiken.

The average amnount of ramn at Aiken during the
sixk colder months is 23 -18. The rain-faî:il is great-
est during the months of March, and April, but
even in thiese montlis it seldon interferes with the
out-door exercise of the invalid. 0f ail the factors
of climate, the rain-faîl is the most misleading, the
total aiount varying greatly ln different years and
seasons. The quantity as mneasured in luiches
affords no criterion of the dryness of a locality, as
a large ainounit may faîl in a few hours, while a
much smaller amiount may be distributed over
several days. }{ence, at health-resorts, the dura-
tion of the rain-fall-is more important than the
quarxtity which falîs. .One of the chief objects that


