GASTRIC ULCER. 131

Whatever views may be held on the resistance of the tissues
in the ctiology of gastric’ ulcer, and how a lowered re-
sistance may be brought about, there can be no two opinions
on the part played by the gastric juice itself. It has long
been recognized that true gastrie uleer only occurs in such parts
of the alimentary canal as are reached by this fluid, namely:
The lower end of the esophagus, the stomach, the duodenum,
and the small intestine in the case of a gastro-enterostomy.
With truth these erosions have been called peptic uleers.

Speaking more specifieally with regard to age, the follow-
ing table from Welch is very instruetive:
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In the matter of sex and location, it has been noted that
ulceration of the stomach Is twice as frequent among women
as among men, whereas in the case of duodenal aulcers four
males suffer to one female.

III. Varieries axp SITE.

It has long been known that gastrie uleers assume a variety
of clinical forms, cach with its characleristic anatomieal
features. . H. Weleh has classified them thus:

1. Latent ulcers without symptoms, and discovered only at
an antopsy.

2. An acuie form of ulceration which ends in speedy per-
foration, with few svmptoms or mnone, preceding the fatal
aitack.

3. The hemorrhagic form, in which, after a brief course,
and, perhaps, with few symptoms, there is a severe loss of
blood.

4. The gasiralgic form, in which therve is dyspepsia with
pain and vomiting as the leading symptows.

3. A chronic hemorrhagic form with reemrrent attacks of
bleeding, accompanied by pain, vomiting. and other symptoms.

G. A form in which ihere is severe cachexia. This is
usually the terminal stage of one of the other forms, but may
come on rather acuicly, as if the disease was a rapid cancer
of the stomach.



