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Psycho-sensor, rmsnmhy,hu-mshw good ground for invalidating civil
acts, for notwithstanding the apparent integrity of the intellectual
powers, it is probable that their operation isinfluenced to a greater or
less extent by a derangement of the moral power. We certainly
onght not to judge the civil acts by the standard of sanity and attri-
bute to them the same legal conscquences as to those of sane men,
heeanse their veal tendeney is not and cannot be pereeived by the
reasoning manine.  These eases, like Guiteau and others of that stamp,
always think that the end justifies the ineans, and in my examination
of the insane T never met a single case of this kind, where fear of
punishment would vesbrain them h‘om criminal acts. '

When a case of reasoning mania, and particularly that class of
reasoning manines who may ptopuly be regarded as having a mono-
mania for homicide, commits a erime and the violence of the paroxysm
abates, the insane may generally delivers himself up and makes no
cffort to eseape.  Sometimes, undoubtedly, the person flies from the
seene and tries to escape, but most nuthm')tn,q on mmmty umf,c, in
thinking this exceptional.

In lxom]cndnl insanity, the crimninal act for which its sub]oct is
enlled to uccount, is the result of a strong, and pe)lmps sudden, im-
pulse, oppesed to his natural habit, and is generally preceded or
followed by some derangement of the hcu.]thy nctions of the brain or
other organ. -

Taylor (643 Med. Jour.) relates the case of a younrr man who
entered o shooting gallery, took up a pistol and deliberately shot and
killed the proprictor.  He said he had no- knowledge of the person;
he shot him simply to be hanged for it. He hu.d been thmklnﬁ of
suicide for some years. -

In most eases, we regret to say, perversion of the tcc]mge the
result of brain disense, unnccompamcd with declusions, has not been
held us suflicient ground to invalidate and nullify the acts of one so
affected.  The.case of Guiteau is the last celebrated ease of reasoning
mania exceuted for murder, and we wish it might be the last spectacle
of the kind in this country.

In the trinl of Abner Rogers for murdcr Chicf Justice Shaw, of



