
The sfory, the. facts of 'wbich we glean from the Boston 3edical and
BSrgical Journal, is of more than ordinary interest.

Dr. Pfeiffer, it seens, ias been for vears one of Lhe most aggres-
sive, and withal the mnost c'onsistent, of the opponents of vaccination
and of late has been giving ithe municipal authorities of Boston con-

siderable trouble. As an outcome of the strengtli of the opposition
aroused by hini, the chairman of the Board of Heialth of Boston offered
fo allow any unvaccinated person, who desired to do so, to visit the'
snallpox hospital. No notice was taken of this at flic time, but Dr.
Pfeiffer subsequently applied for permission, giving as a reason
that lie wished to study the disease. The doctor, however, had.
only been vaccinated about 60 years before in -childhood. The visit
was Imade on danuary ~23rd, and due precautions werc taken at the
time to prevent his carrying away infection on his clothes. Great pub-'
licity was given to his visit, both by the daily papers and by his appear-'
ing on the 28th before the committeeon Public Health as a petitio1ner
for the abolition of conmpulsory vaccination. Here he assertec that
aiyone, like bimself, .whîo had not been vaccinated for 60 years could
expose himself to the danger of infection- witli impunity. Meanwhile
-the Board of Health,.looking upon him as a suspect, had kept careful
wateh of his movements, and when he did not appear at tle next meet-
ing of the public hcalth committee, 12'days after lis exposure, search
was macle for him. It was not until four days later that they vere
abhî to locate him at his country residence in Bcdford, where he vas
found to be seriously ill with smallpox,' althoughi his exposure to the
infection bad lasted not more than an hour. In contrast to this is the
face that of all the physicians and nurses in attendance at the hospital
dtiring'lie whole winter, not one had contracted the disease.

While there is nothing unusual in the contraction of the disease in
Ihe manner described, the great publicity whichli had been given to the
matier by the victim himîself and the waSr -in which he wa's "hoisted
withi his own 'petard," will serve, we hope, as a wholesomîe 'lesson to
thscc mlemnbers .of our'profession who deny the most firnly established

pirincipleos.
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