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The story, the facts of which we glean from the Boston Aledical and
Surgical Journal, is of more than ordinary interest.

Dr. Pieifler, it seems, has been. for years one of the most aggres-
sive, and withal the most consistent, of the opponents of vaccination
and of late has been giving the municipal aunthorities of Boston con-
siderable trouble. As an ountcome of the strength of the opposition
aroused by him, the chairman of the Board of Health of Boston offered
io allow any unvaccinated person, who desired 'to do so, to visit the
smallpox hospital. No notice was taken of this at the time, but Dr.
Pfeiffer subsequently applied for permission, giving as a reason
that he wished to study the disease. The doetor, however, had.
only heen vaccinated about 60 years hefore in-childhood. The visit
was made on January 23rd, and due precautions were taken at the
time {o'prevent his earrying away infection on his clothes. Great pub-’
licity was given to his visit, both by the daily papers and by his appear-'
ing on the 28th before the committee on Public Health as a petitioner
for the abolition of compulsory vaccination. Here he asserted that
anyone, like himself, who had not been vaccinated for 60 years could.
expose himsell to the danger of infection with impunity. \Ieanw]ulc
‘the Board of Health, Jooking upon him as a suspect, had kept careful
watch of his movements, and when he did not appear at the next meet-

ing of the public hcalth committee, 12" days after his exposure, search
" was made for him. Tt was not until four days ]ater that they were:
abie to locate him at his country. residence in' Bcdford where he was
found to be seriously ill with =m*ﬂ]pom although his exposure to the..
infection had lasted not more than an hour. In conirast to this i is the:,"‘
faci that of all the physicians and nurses in attendance at the 1105p1ta1.
during the whole winter, not one had contracted the discase. o

While there is nothing wnusual in the contraction of the. disease in
the manner described, the great publicity which had been given to ihe
matier by the victim himself and the way in which he. was « hmsted
with his own pelard,” will scrve, we hope, as a wholesome lesson to
these meinbers: of our profession who deny the most ﬁrml) ectabhahed
principles.
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