
ON TUE AMOY COI.1.0QUI.1T. M)AI.E(T.

it first and1( ai sevC)tI toile tlii'( CI~j~ i t%, toiles(.

TluîurtCî5Z,' cak-sîn1 edIiiiterni, i ot it tured ivî th n sk-cond

and fi îx9t t onle, b u wit mlui twnvç hrst tole: n iie o t j- ~ - l

Tha% g teng.
- . 'hc~care genas insUuwrcs of thle cae:ili the toiles

resuiltiin frnn'i tuie formation nf conipoind wNords. 'lo a fnreigner,
die whule sii1jcct is verv dîifiiult.

.Vract ical ejicien cy of tonalditcto.

This entire contrivaîîee nf tones as ont (lemeiit of spoken luug
mlay, at first sig:lît, scun not, onnv elilsy ani (lifficuit, lut iixccrîain1
.1id i raiatl-ncsiil eao]ing to inistakes anidrnost serinus
iiiisappreliensions. Buýtt t Iiis is ont t lie casv, and wlîatevcr our opiion
Of t 1w cleverncss an(1 ingenuiitv yon' t(lie eN pediwnt, tilere cao li bnr doubt
of" ils sticcess. l' wlîoie svst'mni o' toiles is inost disheartenîugi to
the foreiguier otteiiiltiug 10 to larh to speak Uinese, and for a loni-
lime the task, scems ai liposýsible one, the toules leiugl,) difficuit of re-
Potmil; .i and stili more dîllicult nf accorai e utfterauice. Yet thie little
chiildrcoi leari, thiern witlx thc tiost exactiiess, aîid inter tli mlost
distinctlv, uever faiiing to gîve flic proper modulation. lîus trailned,
the' Chinese sec lin a toile not tht' accident nf a iiouosyllable, but P
constitusent part. Tie common people and eveui the ethucated mnen
sccm oevcr to have analysed thecir words and r-eco2:u.ised tht' articulate
an(I the tonal elemnots. if Uhe tone ho wrongly uttered, the error is
Llccmcd as great as if the mistake iad, bect one of articulation. To
say Il hé ag" (second toule) instead ni Ilbêng " (flfthi toile) is regarded

aan error not less tlian it %vould be to say 'l teng for "êg'
lnideed the' itse of a wrong initial elerocut would be thoughit a highter
fault than a false modulation,

Froi- these facts it is evideiit that to a foreigner endeavouring to
acquiire a Chinese spoken lauiguage, a mulsical car is uf the highiest
valuie. No mental qualification is nf equal impnrtance. The language
is ont otherwise difflcult ; its structure is simple and its vocabulary
limited. But the inabilitv 10 recognize thc pîtch nf soiuuds and the
intervals nf differeit, toiles, is as fatal to succc-ss ini the acquisition of a
Chiinese spnken 'lialeet as deafhess itself'. li acquiring most languages
the' articuilation mutst be caught, and if that he effected, the work is


