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Crerks will pleaso doall in their pawe* to
forward to cach Tepoher his copy of the
Jotuxan a3 goon as poesible.

‘I'he delay in the issue of the present No.
Jns been occasioned by the illuess of the Su-
perintendent, who was prostraied Ly fever
shortly after the Institute at ‘Truro, and i3
yot only slowly. recovering. This must also
sccount for deficioncies in original muiitter,
and other blemishes that may appesr.

Arrangemonts had beéen made for enlarg-
ing the present numbers—these have accor-
dinely been earried out, though as must be
evident, under every disadvantage.

PRICES OF BOQES IN SCHOOL LIBRA-

RIES. !
Tarpers® Publicafions, } Sa
average vnlue 0 2 9 ¢y. per vol,
Nelson?s British Library 0 ¢
Tract Socicty & Knight’s
Publications 0
Chambers’ Misecdlany 0
.do. other 12 mo books 0
<do Informutiom . 1
.do other 8 vo books -0 8 6 «
«do Atlas . 0160 4
The above are the prices to be oxacted of
parties losing or refusing to return Books
belonging to the School Libraries. This list
should'have been issued much carlier. It
was noxlected at the proper time, and has
since becn delayed by the illness of the Su-
perintendent.  Where values differing from
the above have already been affixed to the
books of any of the Libraries, they can bo
corrccted when the books arcreturned to tho
Clerk.
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OBJECTIONS %0 ASSESSMENT.

1. The Poor Mar's Objection. It seems
-strange to find the poar abjecting to the
plan of assessmant, itis so plainly for
their benefit.  Yet many of them do ob-
ject, They dread direct taxation, and
fear liability 40 money payments. JIn ithe
case nf taxation in separate school dis-
tricts, the poor man in some cases might
have small:cause to congratulate himself;
though even there, if ke had children to
educate, the work might be dene much
more cheaply for him, than undar the
present system. DBut where 2 tax is le-
vied aver 3 whale county, his advantage
becomes evideat. The poor have as ma-
ny childrer as the rich, Lut their iax is
far less; while their advantage per child
is the same.  Thus, if 2 wealthy man
aud a pogr mau have each four children,

and the wealthy man's tax.be-fnmj'pounds'

while the pour man's is faur slullipgs,
cach has a free schuel to send his ghildren

" 10, but the poar man pays butane shulling

per-scholar, while a part of the wealiy
man’s tax goes to wake up the deficiency.
Hence,Asscasment brings in the wealth
of the wealthy,te cduczte all the children
of the poor, and the wealthy diatrict has
to give somewhat of its superfluity, to
educate the.children of poorer districts.

2. The Farmer's Objaction. My tax
wilt be large 1 proportion to my means,
while that of the mechanic and mercharit
and professional man will be small in
-comparison to their means. My children
must work most of their time on the farm,

to his own denomination.  Theso ar~
rangements, in a country of vatjous crecds
like this, and in the case of day schools,
ought to be satisfactory to every one.

4. The Scattcred Settlement’s Objection.
Some settlements are su very small and
scattered that they cannot collect 4 school
of sufficient size to pay a teacher, Sup-
pasé for Instance 2 district with oaly ten
childien, the wharé of thé assessment and
Pravincial grant due to such a district
might not be more than £5 or £6. In
such a casethe commissioners would have
to consider whether such a weak district
could not be united to some larger one.
If not, they would be autherixed to give
it 2 enmewhat larger allowance, in order

and therefore will have little benefit of to enable the peoplo to get up,at least, a

the school, while the children of the me-
chanic,or even of the day laborer can go
the whole time.

This objection can be made only by the
poorer-class of farmers, and even in their
-case the answer is easy. A =2chool tax
would be laid not on real estate only. but
also ¢n personal property.; so that it would
bear somewhat equally on all occupations.
Then, if 1t be necessary for the farmer to
keep his children at home at some seasons,
assessment ensures him a free school al-
ways apen when hecan send them, and
to secore this under the present system
oosts him far greater expense thun the
amount of his assessmeunt, hesides much
additional tsouble. One effect of assess-
ment would be that every schaol district
would  keep its schoul in operation as
steadily as possible, and hence the gain
of those who.can send their children but
at iatervals will be very preat.  Under
an assessment systean also, many of those
~vho now send very irregularly, would
contrive to send mnuch more steadily.

3. The Religious Objcction. It is gume-
times asked, if all are to be taxed. for
education, how are the religious scruples

.and peculizrities of the parents te be pro-

vided - foi!  We answer, m the same
manner as under our present law and the
law of Upper Canada. The feacher will
be required to inculcate in general, respeet
for religion and 1he practice of christian

half yearly school. Lastly, any family
at too great a distance to send to the
nearest school, and so isolated that tie
ocommissioners could not estabiish even a
temporary school for their benefit, should
bs exempt from taxation, unless they
themselves desired it, in order that they
might have the privilege of a free schoonl
if they could send their children to board
in 20y neighboring distriet.

5. The Old Man's Oljection. *‘1 have
already cducated my children at great ex-
pense, and after all, have been able to
procure for them but an indifferent edu-
cation. Now you ssk me to psy to edu-
cate the children of the young pecple a-
rourd me, who have far greater advanta-
ges than | had. - Tt is a mean, begeoarly
thing.” Weshould sympathize with the
obiection, and shounld lament that assess-
ment was net intreduced when he was
young; but that it was net is no svfficient
reason for furegomg its  henefits now.
There will alwaws be such cases, but they
must not stand in the way of public goud.
Farnher, surely the vld man would wish
to relieve his children from the heary
burden under which he formerly groancd.
If s0, die should anot grudge a small per-
centzge of the property which must des-
cerd to fus childrea tn the end, for the
purpose of giving them the inestimable
gift of a free school for their children.

Such are some of the -mostserious ob-

morality, all denominational instruction jections advanced againat assessment at

being a matter of srutual velunlary ar-
rangement hetween the parent and the
teacher, without any Jegal compuision vn
either side.  Fanher, every minister and
clergyman is ex ufficio a school visitor, 1o
whom the school is open at ali times, and
ke may, if he think it necessary, set a-
pari certain times at which he may givo
teligious instruction to children Lelonging
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public ruestings. We kave said nothing of
those who simply have wo children to
send, and have property to he taxed, he<
cause the guieat ‘principle that it is the in-
terest of property to educate the children
of the community, has tlready been en-
forced with sufficient frecasncy.

The great difficaliies of the measure
are in tho artangement of its details, and

d



