- 1800.] 18 THERR TO DI A NE\W DEPARTURE IN MISSIONS? 8
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stood apart, ns feots, eyelng each other with jealousy and: envy,
quarelling cver minor differences which were practically divisions ;
the rigid line batween “olergy * and “laity,” drawn not in apostolic
days but in the dark ages, practically separated tlie ministry and the
lay-membership in the matter of soul-saving. There was but little
general training in Bible knowledge or personal work for souls. We
have seen all these sonditlons changed within forty years. No doubt
the movement has at times swept beyond legitimate lines and bounds,
and even throatened to obscure, if not obliterate, important dis-
tinctions. But, on the whole, the Y.M.C.A, has done a wonderful
work for God in uniting all diseiples upon the fundamental truths of
our holy faith, in Increasing knowledge of the Bible and power in
using it, in doveloping general activity in Christian work, and expand-

_ing capacity for it. The Young Men’s Associations naturally sug-

gested the Young Women's, and the consequence has been that now
all our Christian youth find new avenues open before them for both
training and serving, .

"Then who oan look on these “Societies of Christian Endeavor ”
that, with inoredible yapldity, nre enclosing the round world in the
network of thelr organizatlon=-inside of ten years increasing to
thousands of sociotles and hundreds of thousands of members—with-
-out feeling that Gad means to infuse new and yonng blood into our
Cluistian work? If thoae that ate older are not on the alert, they
will find themsolvos hopelessly in the rear, if not left high and dry on
the shore, like some ol haitered hulk when the ocean surges recede.

What shall we adequately say also of that « Students’ Uprising,”
which, taking definite form ut the Summer School in Mount Hermon,
Mass., a few yoara ago, has now enrolled nearly 4,000 volunteers for the
forcign field?  The evitlenl, eynical sneer that this is “all gush,” and
that when time has “gifted this bushel of wheat it will be found that
the biggest part of 1t 18 all chaif,” may do for a sneer, but this move-
ment cannot be lnughed down, It has shown too much vitality for
the arrow of vidioule or the dart of denunciation to destroy it. No
doubt time will Jihornlly deduct from this number of volunteers;
many now willing will he found reluctant and unready in the crisis 3
znd Divine Providenve will block the way of many who will be both
ready and willing, But, from present appearances, it is far more
likely that the great practical hindrauce in the path of these volunteers
will be that the ohureh I8 8o fettered by conservative methods, or so
hampered by illiberal glving and Iack of holy enterprise, that no way
can be found to gond volunteers to the field and suppors them on the
field.

Ev-a now, a8 wo wilte, n circular has just come to our hand
announcing what is porhaps the most significant sign of the times, of
them all, in this diveotion, It tells us that the Sons of Kansas have



