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vigorous remonstrance. In Polynesia
ihe native races are in danger of ex-
termination by the ¢ unrestricted use
of firearms, ammunition, dynamite,
and especially intoxicuting drinks.”
For the sake of the profits accruing
from this infamous business traders
push their trade and thrust *‘fire-
water” upon these poor savages.
Then these ignorant and degraded
and half brutal people, maddened by
drink, act like madmen, and use
murderous weapons and explosives
with fearful recklessuess. Is it any
wonder that Christian missions
make but litvle progress among
them? What headway can the most
heroic labors male when ofl'set by a
diabolical intoxicant that unseats
reason from her throne and turns the
human body into a stronghold of
Satun and sels every power and
passion on fire of hell! Austria
and Germany, Russia and France,
and even Protestant England and
America, join hands in this nefarious
traflic, To suchaterrible extent has
it gone that an effort to terminate it
was inaugurated through the “sim-
ultancous and united agreement of
all the powers in‘eresied.” Lord
Granville, the English Foreign Secre-
tary, the prime mover in the under-
taking, received favorable answers
from all the governments cxcept the
United States, which should bhave
been prompt to respond and {o
second the laudable movement with-
out regard .o the money interests of
traders. Sceretary Bayard has heve-
tofore taken high moral grounds in
his state papers, bul the Christian
sentiment and conscience of the na-
tion demand a better and more posi-
tive auswer than the following, of
our Secretary of State:

«{Vhile recomnizing and hizlly appraving the
moral force and general propricty of the pro-
posed regulations, and the responsibility of can-
ducting such trafiic under proper re<trictions,
the goverument of the Tuited States does nat
feel entirely preparcd tojoin In the international
understanding proposed, and will. there-fore, {or
thie present, resirain its action lo the ewmploy-
wmeat, in the direction eutlined by the suzzested
arranzeinent, of a sound dicerelion in permnite
ting traffic helween it owa citizen< referred to,
and thé natives of the Western Pacific Islands,”

[JaN., 1889,

This evil of drink is so mighty and
so increasing that the most strenuons
exertions should be at once put forth
to at least prevent its finding new
fields for its destructive and demoni-
acal work with the countenance of a
Christian government. A, T

The Brazilian Synod.

IT is doubtless know to our read-
ers that the Jast General Assembly
of the Presbyterian Church appointed
Drs. J. Aspinwall Hodgeand Charles
E. Knox to assist in the organization
of the independent Union Synod of
Brazil, representing both the North-
ern and the Southern Presbyteriau
Church. While these two branches
of the great Presbyterian family at
home were not ready to come to-
gether again us one, the mission
churches of both and the missiona-
rics of both, in Brazil, carnestly
sought a union, which has been hap-
pily accomplished. The occasion was
one of intense and memorable inter-
est, and the Union Synod will un-
doubfedly become a great power in
that kinydom. The delegates came
back full of enthusiasm, which they
have imparted to several of thegreat
home synods.

¢ 1t iz a grand truth, when onc fully compre.
hends and measures }t"’ says The Church al
Iome and Adbroad. ** that another, independent
Preshyterian body has been created in the world
by purely missionary work. _Five months ago
the Presbyterian Church of Persia, also a child
of wissions, was taken into the fellowship o1 the
Presbyterian Alllance in London. Now the
second, the offspring of the Presbyterian Boards
North and South, Is ready 0 be added to tho
Alliance; and by the time that the next quad-
reauial meeting of that body shall be held in
Toronto we hope that there may be still others
ready tor admission.™

From the letter of our Editorial
Correspondentat Chefoo, China, Rev.
Dr. Nevius, elsewhere given, we learn
that one of the important questions
discussed by the Synod of China, at
its recent session, was the union of
all missions in the empire holding
the Presbyterian sysiem of doctrine
and form of government, A com-
miitee, consisting of A. P. Happer,
D.D., John L. Neviug, D.D., and Rev,
Georze F. Fifeh, with an equal num-
ber of native brethren. wasappointed
{o correspond with the representa-
tives of the other < consuliing ™ mis-
sionary bodies laboving in China. and
1o propase 3 meeting of delegates
from all sueh bedies at Shanghad in
1897 during the meeting of the Mis.
sionry Conference alveady arranged
for. Another forwavd sfep in the
interest of union on mission ground

J. M., S,
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