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also favourably and extensively known to the religious world asth,
author of many religious works, and especially the « Religious L.
ters,” so universally admived. Ilis powers of debate were chary.
terised by eclear and distinet definitions of the subject, by the gener)
accuracy of his opinions, and his close adherence to the syllogisie
mode of-reasoning.

Robert Baillic was a man of extensive literary attainments; a dis.
tinguished linguist, and a profound theologian. Ile very seldom tag
a public part in the discussions. Ilis principal assistance to )y
Assembly consisted in his peneirating sagacity in deliberation, )
extensiveness of his literary and theological acquirements, and 4j
facility with which he could compose. This latter acquirement ¢
abled him to carry on almost a universal correspondence. e wy
a man of deep and sincere piety, and is popularly known by |
“Letters and Journals.”  Such, then, is a very briet sketeh of g
Scottish divines, men, who, in intellect, learning and piety sustain
cd a colossal proportion to all their compeers. It is reasonabiey
believe that such men would wield a powerful influeriee in the 3
semmbly. And such was the fiet. To them are we principally indelyg
for the justice done to Presbyterianism in the Assembly. T
advocacy of its principles was persuasive and suceessful, and 4
arguments which they adduced in its defence, crushing and irvefiy;
able.  They were perfect masters of the whole field of controver
and could at any moment concentrate all their forces in defence
auy assailable position, and successfully beat back the besieger,
They frequently turned the aggressive weapons of their assailm
back upon themselves with destrnctive effect.  Their unrival
superiority in this department was acknowledged by friendsa
opponents, o that they remained undisputed masters of theirps
tion. The treatises which they published at this (ime in defonce
Preshyterianism, remain still master-pieces of controversial writi
and may yet be consulted with profit. No one can rise afteragy
did pernsal of these writings without the irresistible conviction ¢
the ecclesiastical system which they advoeated, of all svstoms
proximates nearest the truth, and that its defenders acquitted the
selves nobly and successfully.

When the Assembly fivst met it numbered several Episcopali
among its membhers, and at Jeast one bishop; but after it had subs
ed the “Solemn Tieague and Covenant,” and the King's publiec
demnation of that Act, all the decided Lpiscopalians, excepta
Fently, left the Assembly.  ITe remained for some time a men
But being detected corresponding with Archbishop Tsher and
vealing the secret procecdings of the Assembly, he was expelled
its membership and committed to prison. Irom that time i
were no direct supporters of prelacy in the Assembly. It
therefore be safely asserted that the Assembly was divided intodl
great leading parties.  These were Presbyterians, Independents

_ Erastians.

The Presbyterian party was the most numerous, but the infla
of their numbers was counterbalanced on the part of the Indep
ents, by their influence through Cromwell in Parliament and iv
army ; and on the part of the Erastians, though fewest in nun
by the sympathy which the Government entertained for their



