
E14aiWtai4G CLUB OF CANADA

SOFT MAI, ANI)A SMOKEI,SS CITY.

BY A. 'M. WVxCKENS, EXECUTIVE S'PECIAL, CANADIAN CASIUALry

AND BOILFR INSURANCE Co., TloRONTo.

The present day tendencies are sucit tlîat in ail cities or even

towns of some importance and considerable size there is more

or less agitation for the ahatement of the smoke nuisance. In

some of the larger easterfi Amnerican cities the use of bituininoUs

or soft coal is prohibited andi hard coi i onty is used for both power

and heating boilers. These cities are near cnough to the liard

coal district to be able to buy hard voal at a priee that is low

enoughi t<î compare favorabiy with the prires for tlue sof t voals

and as hard voal is smiokele:ss, very stringcnt laws concerflifg

smokc can be vasily fulflld.
In C'anada we are flot, 50 happily situated. we arc oliiged

to use soft coal for power ani also for many lîcatîng plants. In

the principal ('ities of C'anada arîd more particulftrly those of

Ontario, the situation is bearing upon the manufacturer vcry

lîeavily. A municipalit:, will pass a verv stringent smnoke by-

law and expect the manufacturer to carry out its provisions.

Theceity does uîot agree that any style or systenm of boiter sett-

ing, nor tlîat any smnoke prcventing deviee wiIl lic satisfactory;

they on1l' say that six minutes; per lîour is ail the time the plant

niay lcal icireblaek smnoke. Titis leaves thec solutionl

of the prolulein entirely in the hands of tlîe voal user. The flrst

question the mîanufacturer îîaturally asks is, wliy arc wc suit-

jecte(i to sucit regulation anul lie states that lic- lias trouble

enougli 10w that competition is so keen to uiake Ihusinie-, pay

a dividen1 upon thc capital invested.
Tlîe authorities say the smoke is uicstroying the appearailce

of ail our fine tall bl)idings. The housekeepers say the smioke

ani fine roai clust gets iom the house mnaking it difficuit to keep

houses uieaui. Weil, it appears they are hotu riglît and some-

thing shouid lie lone to hielp remove the trouble. The City of

Toronto consumes Yeariy 375,000l tons of soft coal hecause they

cati make a horse-power as cheap witlî it as hy any other means

and fuirther because neariy ail of them are equippcd to use steamt

for power and ail must use steami for heating during seven

montlîs in the vear, and somte of thent use it in process of manu-

facture ail the tine, .uo it appears if any other systemt is used as

a prime mover we must stili use coal for heating, drying and

many other rnanufacturing processes. ('onsequently the first

thing to consider is, rant we humn sof t coal practicaliy or nearly

smokeiess. Lt is denionstrated that it can be done. Thc next


