THE PRACTICAL BEE-KELPER.

bokd " ass rtion that tha hive i which
‘inoisture is deposited has too litsle water,
awhile that in a hive completely dev
tlerais a sufficiency.  We willse: later
oir that the opinion of Bervlepsh expres-
sed in sush.a strange manner—although
hased upon a correct ovsurvation—has
gome appearances of truth, as wall ag
the fact that the illustrious German
apiculturist had not cven gressed the
traé reason of this phenomenon, al-
though the fivst to remark the so-called
discase “the bee-thirst” and to notice
‘the dangerous consequences of a lack
of watwr. . :

‘During wintsr besides loney, bees
yeallv-have need of wates; i the usual
c¢ondition of wintering water is-furnish-
¢d by the honey iesalf, from the faet that
1t absorbs the water in surpension in the
surrounding ais.  Houey possesses the
quality of an absorbent to a great de-
grea as also do other bedies, sugar sy-
rup; salt, suiphuric acid. ete. To prove
this we have. onlv to place a comb of
liquid honev not capoed, in a damp
place, in- a cellar- for- example.  The
next aay, or better several days later
on examing it.we will noties an-inerea-
5o of honey in the comb, and in such
quantity shatit will conmence to.run
ovt of the cells  But this honey which
is flowing is more liquid than befores
which goes to.showshar water has been
added to iz which it-has pumded, so to
speak from thesurvounding air. Honey
is not. secured from this .invasion of
water except-when the cells ars hir ne-
tically sealed with wax, but as soon as
the covering is removed the honey abs
sorbs the water and-that the more easily
sinee the air of the hive, thanks to the
respirationof thabeesis always charged
with wat ry vapor.. He who has-atten-
tively observed Dbaes during the winter
will have noticed that above and in the
céntre of the group of bees there are
always-"a groater or less number of

honey eells uncapped aml that the bees

-1

in going up, uncap little by little new
cells although they do not eat the
honey immediately after uncapping it.
These cells which -have been thus un-
capped partly in the vicinity of the
group, partlv above it ave now prepared
for the absordtion of the vapor of the
surrounding atmosphere and thus to
procure for the bees the water, which is
as necessary as howey for the preserva-
tion of theiv lite.: .

(1) "This opinion is held'in Germany but we do
not believe-ir js shared by apiculturists of other
countries, whose aim on the contary is to avoid
the condensation of vanorin the hive,
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. An Amencan Beauty.
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ROMANTIC oqux OF A HANDSOME AND
JPOPULAR; ROSE.

There is an interesting story about the
origin of the American Beauty. It was

first grown in W xshm"'ton, and here it
attained its renown. - The Jate -Hon.
George Bancroft; besides heing « histo-
rian and scholar;~was one of the first
amateur rose-growds in  America.
Every yeai he tmported cuftings from
the leading flower-growers of Lurope.
The King of Prussia—when old Kaiser
Wilhelm was king—allowed the Ameri-
can historian to-have a slip of whatever
he might fancyin the royal conservato-
ries. Mr. Bancroft's gardeuver usid to
cultivate some of his roses i an old
house away out'on I, or perhaps.it was
G street, above Twenty-second street,
in the west end of the city. -Mrs. Grant
bad a flovist named Field in charge of
the White House conservators.  -‘He
was arose grower of rare merit and
skill. in his artistic work. Onedax he
happened into the old building where
Mr. Baneroft’s gardener - potted his
plants and budded his roses. Over in @
corner he observed i rose of a vavietv
utterly unknown to him, and of won-
derful size and pertection .in:form and
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