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of the Boors. of S. Afrîca, and'in the cui-
tivation of the land, they seem to remind us
of the time «'when Adamn delved and Eve
span.' I sIIW only one piougli at wvork,
between Bologna and1 Venice, and that wvas
drawn by four yoke of beautiful steel-grey
oxen-a wernan leading the forexniost yoke
with a string.

.And noiv we have corne to Mestre, on
the sca, and to the bridge- four miles long-
that forms the ouly land appreacli to thie
IlQueen of the Adriatic." We are in goed
luck, for the tide is in and that has nmucli
to do with the 7ealizing your own and ether
people's dreanis of that Ilglorious city in
the sea." To see for the first time its
towers, and domnes, and palaces rising, out
of the water is indeed a rare siglit. 0The
bridge is supported by granite arches rest-

igon piles. The 'whole city, cevering a
cluster of arnali islands only a few feet
above high-water level, rests on piles driven
into the mud. 1 was toid that the church
of Maria Salute stands upon twelve hun-
dred thousand piles 1 H3ow xnany square
miles of forest must have been eut down,
that this city of 140,000 inhabitants ig,,ht
have a secure foundationi ' Let the reader
imagine himiself at the railway station. You
walk down a broad fligh)t of steps to the
water's edge and liail a gondola. ln al
that Most unique city in the w'orld there is
mot a wheeled carrnage, not a horse, flot a
cow, flot aven a donkey. he gondola is
the enly conveyance. There are four
thousand gondolas, it is said, in Venice.
The ordinary gondolas, ivhich take the
place of our cabs and private carriges, are
ail of oue patt.ern, about thirty-five feet
long and five feet -%vide amidships, taperiDg
towards eitber end like a canoe. The cabin
in the centre is nicely cushioned and
carpeted and enclosed wvith glass doors and
windows. Ail are painted black, and to
complete their funereai appearance, a pali
of black cloth is usually throirn over the
zoof. The gondolier stands up to bis -%ork
in the stern, using, but one oar, and handies
bis strange craft ivith amazing skili. The
omnibus gondola is siimilar, 'but on a larger
scale, and takes the place of our street rail-
way carniage, couveying you froin place to
place for a few cents. Some are adapted for
the transport of inercliandize,ivhile others
are fitted up as floating shops. To reach
the Hotel Mlonaco, wve had to gio about three

Miles by gondola, twiecrossingýthe -Grand
Canal wicih runs the whole length of the
city ini the forrn of the letter S. Near the
centre of the city it is crossed by the Ponte
Rialto, a inagnificent arch, of a hundred
feet span, surmounted by a double roiv of
shops and lavishly ornanientedl with, itone
carvings.%

yIt was on the fifth of March, about eight
o'clock in the evening, wvhen our gondola
drew up at the hotel door. I shall neyer
fget how sinoothly and silently we

threaded our way through these water-wtays,
nor the fairy-like appearance of the scene
'where we landed. The moo.i was near the
full. In front -of us wvas thG hiarbour, a
broad expanse of shimnmering waters.
Great ships and ocean steamers were Iying
at anchor. Gondolas decked out vith
coloured lights flitted about hike phantoin
skiffs in ail directions. Music, vocal and
instrumental, minglingwith. the chiming of
churcli belîs, floated over the tide. The
teinrerature was delicions. This vas the
Venice of peetie fancy, and ne inistake,

"lA gem, set in the silver sea."1

We walked out, for thera are handsome
streets sud tempting ahops in Venice, as
-Well as canais, and encountered vast crewds
of people promenading in St. Mark's squaru,
wvhich was ablaze with the electrie light.

Early next; morning we visited the ca-
thedral-the most singularly impressive
building we had yet sen, eue which,
while it sets ail ideas of architectural pro-
priety at defiauce, is yet a thing of beauty,
incomparable with any other sacred edifice
on earth. The whiole building, and it is
not a smnall ene, is covered, inside and eut,
wvith the Most costly materials--precious
stonies, mosaics, statuary and frescoes. It
is crowned with a dozen glitteriug, doxues
and cupolas. Over the meain entrance are
the four famnous giit herses, as large as life,
that first adorned a temple i Athens, then
in Rome, and that were carried off by Na-
poleon to Paris. Higli up among the sta-
tuary, on one of the outside walls, you see
a small flickering lamp burning. It hias
bixrned there for two hundred years i
meinory of a paoo mian who wvas put te
death for a inurder which he neyer cern-
mitted-auother man ou bis death-bed.
having coni'essed that ho was the murderer.
Many tains doves have frein time ixuie-
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