CALUMNIES AGAINST JRELAND AND
HER RFELIGION.

The hereditary enemies of [reland havo been
constantly assectnr that the Trish themselves are
to bo Llanted as well as theie Religion, for all
tho miseries which dvsolaie that unhappy land
Dr. Miley of the Metropolitan Church, Dublin,
has lately uddressed an able Letter on the sub-
Ject of the fainine to the celebrated Count Monta-
Jembert, from which we extract the fullowing
passages, and commend them to the speciaf at-
tontiun of the unprejudiced of sl naticus and
creeds :— :

Be it remembeted, then, in the outses that up
to the opening of the 17th century—from GO0 0
1613—that ali the lunds of lreland were .n the
hands of the Cathulics.  Even the sway of the
Foglish scepire was at tnat periad restricted to
s mere patch an thc map, a fracunnal part of
about 1-20th, 88 compared with the whole. Be-
ginning at Dundalk the marches of the Englsh
Pale, as that part of Ireland was called—at that
time the ouly part under Eughsh dominjon—
made a cirerit tound by Ardee, Xolls, Dangan,
Kjleuck, Naas, Kileullen, Bullymare, Euetane,
Rathmore, and so un by Tallaght, 1o the gates
of Dublin. ‘T'he whole was not half the size of
the county of Curk ; and of this much, even, the
hold was precarions inthe extreme.  In dispateh,
Sth May, 1602, the Lurd Daputy Mountjoy writes
that ke had 10 * begin the warre at the very
gates of Dublin ;*' and his secretary says, that
up to the same peniad all to the south of the
Ruwver Lafley wos in the hands of the Irish, Ay
to the country outside the Bughsh inarches—
more than 19-20ikis of the island—the fullowing
description of wis fiom a gavernment report of
that pegtud, found in 2 volume of the English
s{ate papers, now befure me tmm

. And fyrst of all, it says, ¥t 18 necessarys to
®zke knowa s Graco (Henry VIIL) that shere

& -y more than 60 eauntries. called Regyons, in |
e " BN, iohabyted wih the Kinges Insho eny-
e "3 some rezyon as hyppe as a shyre, some
) Fsome. lesse, unto & lyiyll; some as hyage

FMHT 8 shyce ; and some a lytyil lesse ; where
HMygacith more than sixty chyief capytayues,
Twhereoi somo callyth themselffes Kynges, some

- KyapsPeersy i their langage, some grynces,
some dukes, some archdukes, that liveth vnely
by the swurde, 2nd ubryesh o no other tempe-
rall person, but ouly to-himself that is, strange,
and every of the szul capytaynes maheth war and
poseo for hymself, and huldeil by the sward, and
dath ifpenall jurvsdyction within his realm, and
obsyeth to nve other persun, Euglyshe, ne
Iryshe.”

The repart then proceeds to give the rall of
those fryshe kynas, princes, and toparchs who
had *timperiall jerisdiction each withm  his
sealm ' Reflect, that it is by the lineal descen-
dants of this people that our lazar houses are at
preseat cravded—ihat thev are the postenny of
those *‘ kynges, prynces, and toparchs” who
wre pow famishing houseless, nxked, and unpitied
nuiissts on the thoroughfares and in the ditches
ofthe  land of their fathers,” and you may
chnjecture what an amount of rapine and every
avrt of iriguity it mast have de manded to bring
ahaat this contrast. But no matier how high
the estimate you form 1n imagination, be assured
-it will:not come up even to what history hes but
beiefly aud feebly recorded. ‘

T'should remark hefure T proceed, thatthe Pale
isnd was just as Cathalic at and even Jong after
1llé_pgyim$;i_q question as that beyand the marches
~—for the ald Strangbonian English were hardly
loss steadfast in supporting the faith than the
encient lrish were.

But, to resume ; we have scen that the first
idea was to ‘‘ exterminate’® the inhabitants, or,
as the lord deputy has it—** to make this conntry
a razed table—a solitude.” We have seen what'
‘Jamtico was done to the first experiment resorted
to for that purpose. Sir John Davies who came
in as Attoracy General of James ¥. upon tho
footateps of the snid lord depuity of Elizabath,
infofms us that he found the Trish had been, as

‘iv'were, ¢ briyed in a mortar’” by him. How-
avei, it was reserved for the genidd of the
« greatest, basest of mankind™—Lord 'Bacox_x-—:
“to ‘saggest 13 his royal master a difforent methad,

' aad ane which it was reserved fur tho Jast bf that
execrable Stuart dynasty to complete, to the irre<
triersble destruction of the Irish Catholice, had
it not been for that adorable Providence which
has reseded theim by miracle so repeatedly from

“Féid, Who by which they will not be déseried
‘eveh Tn their prasent distress,  ‘The six Clater
countics, 500,000 actes, were grani¢d, aano 1615!

¢ un chidition that the native papulation shall be
‘expelled, and nomd allowed 1o live within the
eaid grants but men who take the oath of supre-
macy*’—that is—abjure Catholicity. ‘There was
arelapse however juto the more #'r.agent primi-
tive policy of exterminativn under the coinmune
wealth,

* Sir John Clatworthy, who well knew the
desigos of the fuction that governed the House of
Curminons in Fugland, had declared there in a
speech that tho cenversion of the Papista of Ire-
fand was unl; to o effected by the Bible in one
hand and the aword in the other; and Mr. Pym
gave out th=, they would not leave a priest in
Ireland  'To the Jike effect Sir William Patsons
asseried at & public entertainment, that within a
twelvemonth no Catholic shonld be seen in Ire-
land.””  (Carte’s Ormund, L. 235). The same
is attested hy ali the historical muniments of that
perind; and it must be confessed that if the
sgents in this effectual clearance fell at all short
of the mark, it was not through any lack of exer-
tion and zeal 10 carry out their threats to the
letter. Fire, famine, and the sword made fear~
ful Liavoe. Of the suvivors there went into the
cuntinent to recruit its arinies, betwcen officers
and men, to the number of 100,000 ; the youth
of bath sexes, the ydung girls and boys, wete
torn away by brute vivlehee, and shipped 1o the
number of 60,000 to the West Indies, and chiefly
to the Island of Butliadoes, wheré'they were sl
as slaves, and speedily perished ; the rest wore
ordered **to hell or Connaughi.”” 1 have now.
before me the orders fur the several counues,
and also the description of how in the **clear-
ance”’ thus effected, the wolves were muluphed,
Ad hunted down theic human prey—forlom
wanderers, widows, orphans, aud aged inen ; ond
&n formidable did ihey become, that the destrue
tiun became one of the chict, and a very Juerative
pursuit of .tlie new settlers=—** the same' price,
£5, being set un the head of a wolf and of a
priest.”’—Curry’s Review, p. 303.

** Afier near 100,000 of them bing transported
wto foreivn parts, for he servite of the two
Kinas of France and Spanr; aud after double the
number consumed by the plague, the famine,
and cruelies exercisid upon them in their own
countey, the remainder of them hud been by
Cromwell, who could not find = Leuter way -of
extirpation, transported into the wost 1uland,
barren, desolate, and mountainous paris uf Can-
naught ; and ik was lawful for 2ny man to kil)
any of the Insh who were found m any place
aut of those precincts within that district.”"—
{Lord Clarendun’s ihistory of the Rebelliun, v.
i p. 434.) -

But more fatal to the nsh Catholics than the
sword of Uromwell was a law passed agoaiust
them by Charles IL in 1662. It is called by the
Insh *¢ the Black Act,” and cer awmly, if the
eoluur of mgrautude be such -3s 15 usually ae-
signed i1, the title s appesite. ** By this act
(says the lustarian) the Catholies were robbed of
2,700,000 acres of arable and pasture lands, be-~
sides imincuse wastes, which bad been guarane
teed to them by the peace of 1649, xs well as by
their long and fanthial services to his Majesty,
aud hy every title which immemonal possession,
&ec. could bestow. The unly sufferers were
those of Irish name and descent.  Whatever
remnant had been “eft on former confiscations
was now absorbed in  the vortex. The Mae-
Guires, MacMahons, MacGuiuncsecs,( MacCar-
thys, O Rourkes, O'Sathvaps, 0'Moares, O°Far-
rells, O‘R;cllys. O'Cunnors Rue, O'Connory Sh-
go, 0'Crears, &c. were nsolved i one , promis-
cuous rain. . Henceforth thoy disappear from
the page of Irsh lustory. ‘Their. descendams
had coutiaued long known and revered under the
cloud of poverty.”

Isit nut a decp and affecting tragedy ! Is it
graceful of these ** comfurters™ to taunt them
with poverty asa cume, the posterity of this
peaple of princes, and to-call them ** vermin 1
Believe mo there is ra other pago in the Instory,
of the humin race to.be compared in sublimuy
to that which reoords the yicissitudes of our re.
viled, but Heaven protected nation. Lo

¢ ‘This unconquerable copstancy. (says one of
yout own most gified historical writers)—this
lengthened remembrance of departed liberty——
this faculty of preserving and nourishing through
ages of physical misery 3ud suffering the 'l(l‘nopgl_n
of that which is no more—of acver despairing gf
a constantly vanquished causey.for- which many,
fenerstons have successjvely -perished in the
field and, by the oxccutioner..is, pechabs, the
most extraordinazy and- -greatest example that 4

peopio has evet given.”—History of;. the Nory
man Cuenques), vg) 3, p. 168, 192,174, !

Bat for the rest [, musat be donie with quotation,
rnnd merely jutdown the heads from my notes.
After the poace of Riswick, whon 1t hecame
eafe, the trenty of Limenck was siolated. The
Catholies wers not unly stripped of all the pro-
perty thoy still possessed, but were debarred
{tum the hope of anquiring 2ny. By an act in
first year of Ann, they were disabled from pur-
chasing any of the cunfiscated estates—ihey were
not.allowed w hold oYar two acrcs evea by Jease
—they were expelled from the citien sng rawns ;
shat ont from mandfactures; fram cowmmerce,
from even the vilest crafis—they were innes-
santly pushed back, like the red race in America,
to the bogs, and furests, and mountains ; and in
proportion as they reclaimed the wilderness, it
was taken from them taform pastures, und sheep-
walks of thres and four tliousand ench. They
were decimated by famines wiich eame upon
them in swift soceession. I wish heartily 1
could quote a nremorial which was pressnted by
the old nubility uf the Pale to Geargethe Second
ou his accesalon. It lets i & flood of light on
the emaciating and detailed tyranny by which
the Cuthulies were victimised without Tespite or
mercy, as well as-on the revolting perversion of
all the fihér and most saered principles and feclings
which fld¢ed from the Popery Code. *T'1.e Pu-
pery Code,” says another writer, * had for its
object to engender and foment withont cousing a
system of disunion and discord--to counterpoise sn.
periority of numbers on one side by wealih, rank,
power, dnd English support on the other—to res
duce thie mass of the peaple tu & spiritless, igno-
rant, and indolent rabble—to exclude them from
all the avennes to riches, and 1o detael® from

them every wan of property or influence.”

. And Arthur Young sags—* I atronded the de-
bates (of parliament in Dublin), with my mind
‘cpen to ‘conviction.—1 have ‘conversed on the
subject with some of the mast distinguished cha.
racters'of the kingdom, and 1 cannot, after all,

| but detlare that the scape, purport, and a:mof the

daws bf discovery as executed, are uot apainst
the ¢‘atholic relimion which increases uuder
them, BOT AGAINST THE INDUSTRY and prosprrily
of whacver professes that religion. In vain Las it
:been said that cousequence and power fullew
Jproperts, and that the atlack is madein orcer to
wound ye doctrine through its progerty. 1§ such
was the intention, I reply that seventy years’
experierce prove the folly and fotiiey of it
Those laws have crushed ALL TRE INDUSTRY,
and wrested most of ths property from the Ca-
tholies ;" BuT THE RELIGION TRIUMPES ; it is
thought to increase. Those who have hauded
ahout calculations ta prove a decrease, admn on
the face of them that it will requize 4,090 sears
tn make converts of the whols. The sysiem
pursued in Ireland has had no other tendency
but that of driving out of the kingdom all the
pereanal wealth of the Catholics, and prohibiting
their indusiry within it. The fice of the conn.
try, esery object in short which presents uself 1o
ihe eye of the traveller, tells him how eflectually
this has been done.  { urge it notas an argu-
ment—the who'e kingdom speaks it as a fact.”

But I must not for the present trespass any
further than to place in contrast with this state
of thinge, and with that which exists at present,
a passage ot two descriptive of the state of the
common peaple under the rule of Popers: and of
the barbarous * Wild Irish.”  After describing
how the officers and **soldiers’ destroyad with
their swords £10,000 worth of coin in Leax,
‘King's Connty—* It seemec ncredible (cun-
tmues the Lord Deputy’s Secretary) that by so
barharous inhabitanis the ground should be so
manured, the fields so orderly fenced, the towns
so frequenily (thickly) inhanited, and the high-
waies and_paths so well heatsn 23 the Lord De-
puty here found them ; tho reason whezeof was
that the Queen’s forces never till then came
among them.” What a picture !  Again of the
sonthren moiety, another eye witness says—
**‘The land itself, which bgfors those wars was
populous, well inhabited, and rich in all the good
blessings uf God, being plenteons of corn and
full of catte], well stored with fishh and sundrie
other ghed commudities, is now become waste,
and barfen, yielding no {ruils, the pastares no
cattel, the aire nq birds !> Oh ! low beholden
'wo are, 1o our ** tomforters !’ Tuke a descrip-
tion of the sgpect presented by the country,
which 1s nhity decimated by famine—and that toa
to the, ;e)_w{ of an_Italiau trave.let in e year 1641
Ttis gne of the Nuncio Binuceigt's® snte, wh
gives 3hs following piewirs *of be sooh west
const coufiteg of Tretagd o o> 00 -

i
'l‘li’d.ﬁdhimy thiaust which 'we -havaspassed ]

st

ThotER l*b‘a‘o\m!i!nbwi;_dis-'-'z‘é‘icc'ab!e:«:and»;being"

}.emirely pasture land, is most shundantly stocked
pwith caule of avery kind, Ozaasnally ane
meetsa Jong tract of valloy, intersyersed with
woods and groves, which. s they are neither
Liigh nor densely planted, partake mare of the
agreeable than the gloomy, Far seventy miles
tlie cuuntry which we mot was alinast all of' this
characier ; bat having ones crossed the moun-
tains, we entored wpan an immense plain, oced-
sthnally diversified with hills and vallays highly
culusated, and enrichied with an infinite number
of cattlo, eppeciaﬁy oxen and sheep ; from the
[latter of which, is obtained’ the very finest of
what is called English wool. ‘The men are fine-
Jouking and of incredible strength ; they are
‘stout ranners, and bear every sort of hardship
with indescribable cheerfulness. They are alf
[devoted to arme. and especially now that thigy
ate in war.  Those who apply themselves to the
study of literature are most learned'; snd' you
mect persons of every profession and séierioe
'among: them,
(and hundsome, and display & charminy unio of
Paracefuluess with madesty and devotio. Their
fmannets are marked by extreme simplicity, sad
they freoly mix in conversation everywhere,
without suspicion or jealously. Their costnmé
is diffierent from ours, and somet:liat regembleg’
the French, except that they wear hosides a'long
eloak and profuse lacks of hair, a.1d go without

kind of hundkerchief, almost after the Greek
fashion, wihuch displays their natura) beauty w
great Ydvantage. They give most superb entere
tainments (fanno banchetti superbissimi di carme
e di pesce) of both fish and flesh, for they have’
buth in the greatest ahundance—the vsus) drink“
heing Spanish wines, French claret, most deffs'
cious beer, und most excellent milk ; bntter iy
used an afl oceusions, and there 18 no species 'of
prowision wlich is net found in the greatest abuoe
dance. They aiso eat fruit—as apples, plums,-
pears, artichikes—and all eatables ave chegp:ea!
A fat ax costs a pistole, a sheep 30 hajacetii (2w,
6d.), a pair of capous or foskls a paul 10d., egge
a farthing apicce ; game is 3o abuedant tiiey
make no accountofit at'all.  Bath the salt and
fresh fish are most exquisite.  ‘I'he horses i.ti\
lvery pledty, stout, handsome, swift and cheapb~
Lo fipisco, con tcphicare a V. S. Ilima che siamo
in Thernia tutti per arazia di Lo, sani & salvij e
se pon fosse la togna che travaglia Mansignbr,
carrissimo saressimo i pui felici vonrini di quepto
mopde.” ’

In the above jnventors of the peaple’s food
inder Pupery not a syllable is said of the potite,
Like the ather blessings they owe 16 their edd
lightened ¢ comiforters,” potatos fosd Wid
brought'in by the Popery code—that is, by {Hel¢
diabolical endeavours to cram the gospel of Hiwy
V111, and his blessed daughter, down the throdtt
of the penple—anne 1741, ¢ The fond of th§
Irish peasants \says the Listorian) which ong
after the revolution was supplied by the variodd
erops of rye, sats, batley, and putatoes, ow:
the first time) was reduced principally to pota-

tous.”? i

Bekold how plain it is thalt the Trisk Catholte
millions have nothing, fortooth, but theit JWé
apathy in availing themselves of the blessings
hz}d out'to them by their rulers to blame, that.
they are brought down to o perfeet reseniblangh
with their prototype, the holy 4nd sfiticied Jo¥,
wha, by malice of Satan, *¢ being strdck with-a
very grievous ulcer from the sale of thefoot eveh
to the top of his head, did take a yustied sid
scrape away the corropt moatter, sitting on-a
dunghill.”—Jub, ¢. ii, vs. 7 & 8. '

JORX MILEY.
Metrapolitan Chorch, Dablin, °
" 2d. February, 1848,
b -

Bristor, February 21.—Ths ‘Révavend' De-.
Gentilli and the Rev. Mr. Fuovloug opened-2-#8-
copd, Spiritual Retroat {n this city yesterday
evening (Sepiuagesima Sunday).. Qur-venerated
Bishop ‘presided on the occasions The Misejgn
is expected to continne for 3 month ; thers. age
to bie foor services.with Instructions every..day,
ang Confensions sl boheard at-all boars,  The
Fformer Migsion, of o fortnilhUs duration,.was
attended with highly boneficia]. resuits.. . Magy
Brotestanits were converteq, hundreds. .of Cathw-
lies reclainted.— T adlct. Lo o

: 4 el o T

| There arb about dné Rimdred i éch. infdthin
~‘;.(s“ .@F;iji»"s incl 93 ed ;:‘fcfd:\aln d_;u'pporlcd:i'g: 3‘;{5“
srick.— Limbaath Lremingr. . b, 0
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The wumen are remarkably talk °

sny head dress, contenting themselies with'a*



