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REVELS OF SUPERSTITION.

There hus been an extraordinary outbreak
of superstition and fanaticism in the Georgin
Midlands, A white lunatic suddenly pro-
claimed himself to be the Messinh reappear-
ing upon carth to establish his kingdom, and
a profound impression was left upon the
minds of & group of ignorant negeo followers,
who listened withy awe to his incoherent
preaching,

When he was lodged in jail at Milledge-
ville, ablack Messiah,asmadasthetraditional
March hare, took up his purable and aftirmed
his own divinity in blaspliemous outbursts,
to which o motley throng of awe-struck ne-
groes responded with many o frenzied ‘Glory
to God!” The second Messinh had heen
juetice of the peace, and possessed consider-
able authority over men of his own color.
although he was known to be a lunatic. He
was arrested while encouraging his disciples
to ofter human sacrifices on w deserted plan-
tation, and was carried off to the Hinesville
jail

The negroes in their cabins surrounding
the grass-grown ruins of the stately Walth-
our mansion burned during the eivil war
were by this time in o

STATE OF HYSTERICAL EXCITEMEMT.

They gathered about the live-oak trees
singing hymns, drinking whiskey, and
awaiting with superstitious dread the advent
of the next cluimant for divine honours.
When Shedrick Walthour, once a slave on
the plantation, declared himself to be King
Solomon, armed with a divine connmission to
release all the prisoners confined in Hines-
ville on charges of lunacy, his subjects knelt
wefore him in eestatic reverence. His tame
rapidly was noised abroad, and hundreds of
negroes from the surrounding country con-
gregated at Walthour to pay homage to their
new sovereign. By daylight his majesty
was on exhibition in tent, often, it is to be
feaved, royally drunk. At night,wood fires
were lighted in the open ajr, and about the
crackling blazeSolomon’s loyal subjects sang,
prayed, danced, and slept.  The king’s short
reign clesed with o mad rush for the Hines.
ville juil, where the lnnaties were to be lib-
erated.  He had promised to attest his di-
vinely-appointed commission by many mir-
aculous signs aud wonderful works, and had
called for fifteen volunteers to attend him i
his triumphal progress.

WITH POMP AND REVELRY

, the king and his retinug swept-ont of camp

and took up the marchfor Hinesville. Six-
teen swarthy warriorsstarted with him ; but
in the course-of the journcy of ten miles ten
fell out.* ‘The king, with his faithful guard
of six, appeared before the prison and sought
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to perform o miracle, but no mighty work
could he do. Tho marshal arrested the seven
negroes and clapped them all in jail, lodging
Solomon in all his glory in the cell adjoining
thut in which the Black Messinh was swear-
ing like v Hessiun trooper of revolutionary
days. The direful news was curried back
to his court by the stragglers who had prud-
ently halted by the wayside ; and o candid-
ate for the vacant throne instantly appeared.
This time it was the Queen of Sheba, with
two dusky attendants wiclding pahnetto fans
and adjusting the folds of her raiment,which
consisted of a soiled cotton sheet and a new
puir of mew’s socks. She assumed no re-
spousibility for miracles, Was less aggressive
in her iden of sovercignty, and passed the
time in long trances, during which she visit-
ed heaven and communed with spiritual
powers. Seriptural characters multiplied
after her veign began, two Nebuchadnezzars
being found  eating grass in the fields, a
King David arising for judgment, and Satan
himself coiling himself up in the branches of
a live-oak. Indeed, so contageous was this
spirit of Biblical impersonation that all the
leading roles in the drama of Israel were in
a fair way to be snacted when a sheriffs
posse appeared upon the scene to break up
he encampment.—New York L'riswas.

Mr. Gladstone is 'ne of the greatess, if
not the greatest, of wmen, wudd  his great.
ness gets tustre from his gooduess.  Grestas
he is umong the foremost men of the world,
he is not ashamed to remember the Sabbath
to keep it holy. Not Jong since he was ona
visit t.+ Naples. The city authorities wished
to show him extraordinary attentirn, and
arranged for & visit to Pompeii, at which
there should bea great excavation in_the
“City of the Dead.” He accepted the iavi-
tation, although no day was named. Kuow-
g his love for classic archalogy, the au-
thorities did not donbt for a moment that he
would fall in with all theiv plaus. So they
fixed upon Suuday, and on Saturday mora-
ing it was anuounced in all the papers that &
special steamer would take Mr. Gladstone
and family, the authorities and newspaper
correspondents, to Pompeii, were there \.vould
e an excavation. ‘But they *‘counted without
their host,” of rather their guests, for the

“+iyrand old man” firmly but politely inform-

ed them that “he did not use the Sabbath for
mere worldly uxcursions ;” that they mus%
change their whole plan, or he would not go.
‘I'hat Sabbath Mr. Gladstone and lady quiet-
ly attended church, setting a worthly ex-
ample to their fellow countrymen when in
other lands,
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