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A review of business-comditions in
the towns which lie al the main
1. of the Canadian Paclfic rallway
west of Winnipeg may. prove interest-
ine to mapy Commercial readers at
this ceason. The opportunity for per-
st study of the situation in these
sarions centres hias been furnished by
a visit of ond of thig journal’s staff
to them. and as this- visit included
practically the whole-rallway system
from Winnipeg to the:mountains in-
¢'wilag the Prince Albert and Edmon-
tor bhranches, oppottunity will be
taken in future issues $0 present many
facts gathered relating to the busl-
nes: ceptres of the 'Derxj.torles as well.

Tais who periodically visit the
towm ~ni villages which constitute
the commerclal centres of this west-
ern country have abundant appor-
tunity of guaging the year.y progress
of the country as a_whole, as the
towns reflect” with almost unfalling
acenracy the weneral coudition of
cacl district. The year 1898 has in
itsell now become culy & memory with
us. but if its results in the line of ma-
terinl development .be  -considered it
may uucoubtediy bo gaid to Le a year
whick: wlll long live 4n the memory of
e business, men of this country as
on of great activity and prosperity.

Theso western Manitoba towns
bear out this contention, It I8 true
that they have not been aniformly
prosperous or  active ln 2 es3
sense, for some of .those between Bran-
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doi: and the boundary suffered to some
extent from a short crop as well aa
from the general Ql},nlns of the harvest
sensol, but even of these it may fair-
ly bo sald that 1898 brought o comsid-
erable measure ol true progress.
Eveu a cursory survey will reveal to
ths visitor the fact that in the dis-
tricts included in“this review, includ-
lug Portage ‘la Pralirle,
Carberry, Brandon, Alexander, Gris:
wold, Oak Lake, Virden, Elkliorn and
gome smaller points a great (eal has
been done in the past year in the
erection of new bulldings alone. A
distinetly better clags of store build-
tugs is beginning to appear. In Port-
age la Prairfe and B-andom, of course,
tho businesc blocks have always been
of the better types, but in the other
towns less substantial bulldings have
often been the rule, Theke are now
giving place to bulldings of urick and
stote, in meny cases, with every-
molern convenience, A better cluss
of residences s also beginning to ap-
pear in these country centres. The
mercliants are now providing them-
celves: with commodicus and well-
built hiouses, and are furnishing them
tn o style which is quite equal to
that in the best city homes. Nor is
tho movement confined to the towns.
The farmers everywhere have bullt
largely this year many of them two
auc thiree thousaud dollar houses, and
nave furnished them with the best
that money can buy. In addition to
thit, the same liberal provisioa has

veon made Sor the  lousing
of machinery snd farm stock, so
that 1898 nwy be regarded
aR pre-eminently a building year

i this country. Thesc same facts
wer2 presented some wonths ago in
The Commerclal in a series of letters
on Southern Manitoba, but they apply
wvith ecual lorce to the centrul dis-
tricts now under reéview and will bear
repetition.

1t will perhaps b2 as well to say at
oneg that last year was not withcus
its. disappointments to the buiincss
community ¢t these centratl aml west-
ern towns The farminyg districts

hem.abouts suffered In comon with

the rzst of the province from the ex-
ceseive and damagplng rains of the har-
vest season. What otherwise prom-
iced to b2 a season of unpreccdénted
prosperity was by these rains turned
into one of sume disappointuent and
considerable uncertainty. The damp-
eninz ol the grain rendered much of
it for a time unmarketable and this
cvoupied withs the scemilngly low price
which was offerxd for good grain made
tho farmers very slow in coming into
the murket ana tl.as reduced the move-
ment ot money so that nothing iike the
usual falt trade was done. Ti%? are,
of course, well known facts midd, ieed
not ho dwelt uron. December was in
some places a batter wmounth, which re-
lieved the situation a little. Happlly

‘the loss from the wetting of the wheat

is now turninz out to be not nearly
50 larze as was at first expected and
owing to tho wstallation of drying
plants for the trcatment of this grain
in sonie of the larze elevators wuch of
it is belng restored to somethlag like
its onginal value. This .redutes the
deprassing Iactors in the present situ-
ation of the country to the onc of low
prices. and even this scems to ba grad-
ually disappearing before the gradual
advance in the prices of wheat in the
werld's. markets which is going on at

prwsent. A sharp advance in prices

if it only lasted for a week would re-
sult in an immonse sale-of wheat in
all these country towns and would put
o different face on the business situ-
ation entirely. . .-

McGregor,
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The main difficulty with the trad-
ing community at prosent is the slow-
ness ol collections. TLarge sales ave
not at this particular time looked for
but the merchants very properly ex-
pect that durlng the fall and winter
months there will b2 a squaring up
ol accounts on the part of all vlasses
ol customers, and more especinliy of
farmers. In this respect the closi
months of tho past business year were
disappointing, and January has not
boen any better. A carelful esthnate
places the prgportlon of 1393 uccounts
paid up to tie end of Junuary at 23
per cent and some individua! merch-
ants have reallzed much jé:s than that.
‘This has had a detrimental offect on
business generally.

Notwithstanding these untowa
Teature3 of the situation of the moxx;x-d
ent it Is, ns has already been sald,
apparent on every hand that 1898
;\r;s &’ prosperous year in the coun-
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Business at Vancouver,

Vancouver, Jan. 30.—The British Co'-
umbla market the pus;'m week Is pls,:::-
tically featureless. Flour Is very
lirm and & rise is anticipated. The
New Westiniuster market is again in
tull swing, Fair prices are bewg ob..
tained for [armers' produce there and
the bulk ol busiuess.is large. In Vie.
toris and. Vancouver business was
quieter gt week and coliections not
80 good. The Atlin trade has falen
g::’d mrgptly’ slnce the im,t:e f.urry,

10.e3a lers 'are nning to real.
ise that the alien b}ﬁgis no% a huge
success sor them at least. ‘Dhere are,
of course, no United States parties
outfitting, here and the number of Can-
adiane who go north is very small
compared with .the total numter
bowt for the gold .fields. ‘The north-
ern. trade has been & precarious one
for come outfitters. While many
Urms have made large sums and
others fihancially weak have been
placeld on their feet. again, 100 much
creidlt was given, and the effects of
this are belng felt uow. A party left
for the morth months ago sccuring
goods amounting: to. some $10,000 in
value, strangely enough without se-
curity of uny kind. ‘The firms who
put up the xooils now confess that
they believe they are in for the wlhole
amount involved. Ancther man who
®okt canoes and had a. large business

. at one time with Klondikers, has dis-

appearxi, presumably for the north.
‘The canoe man's notes are strewn like
leaves around the city, all for small
amounts, though the clean-up repre-
sented eceveral thousands. A man
who £0'd prepared eges Is also sadly
mwourned by too conliding citizeas, In
this case the sum which miscarried
nlso amounts to several thousand.
The K'ondike toom naturally brousht
scalliwags with a leaning towards fin-
anciat manipuiation t6 the front. A
large business was belng conc iu the
city, money was free and plentiful
and wise business men, cautions at
other times. did not stop to consider
the moral risk In cealing with those
inpparantly conducting a legitimate
busriness. ’

There 12 no let up in the rapid -in-
crease In povulation in Vancouver. Tho
number of people in Vancouver 18 now
estimated to ve:-30,000, and in spite
of the bullding boom it is very dirfi-
cuit to get honses,

A conmbine of sixty Kentucky distil-
jers with capitalization of $32,600,
006 1s projected. ,



