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Areview of bLiesc<dtloat5 u
tetowns whicb lie iiIcsg the mialil

Il.ai. o! the Canadian l3P tc raiiwaY
Weit of ViiupE'g mÀay prove lutereist-

1I'g to ranny Cbunnercial readera at
tiqIEs £.xtsMj. Tlle oppyrtun2ity for per-
soazu btudy of the 61thatoi lu tiiefie
%nriours Centres lias been ZurnIslieti by
:vLsit ci eue of tbLîatJouxilal'& staff

tt thcem. and as tiis visit lacluded
rc1cIytisa wlile-ralW.ay sysbteM

f row. winull.g to tIue.mcuantaIn-i In.-
r'ttitig the Prince Albèrt and Edmon-

to"t branchies, op0,tunity wlli be
tiikct ln future esues to present Minany

facts gatlicred. relating te tise busi-
iieknt cCttres of thie 'Irritoies ras well.

toWil-t -'i villagos 'Vlticli Z-OtItute
tne commerial Centres of this west-
era counltry have abundatit ouppor-
tîit'of guaglng tIse eir.y progreffl

o! the counftry as a 9rhole, as thea
towrîIý refecet with almost unfaiiing
.It'fllrtiC the Rizeeral C*UdItioxi o!

cati,. distric-t. The year 1898 bas ln
lt,,ell now becthie cUly a meMOrY WltI
nIL,. luait if lIt resuita la tise lino o! ma-

terLai develo!paent bc, comnidered it
tiiav itttibtedly be fiid t» b-- a 7ear

liyc li long live in the naemory o!
i-lie muies.nen or tilis country as

oua' of great actilvlty andi PrOBsperlty-
TiIec westerni Manuitoba towns

hie.r out tltis Conten.tion. It la true
tîtat they bave nlot been uniformiy
p)rapcrous or active In a Cosle
song-e, for- some Of'tI*,se béweuBra

donr andi tire boutidary su! feret] teo soume
eitent f ropji a short crop as weli a
f rom tire geaoral* rainq of tlte lrarvcist
selsozi, but oven of tieste it umay fair-
iy be ai titat 1898 brouglit a comeid-
omable mensure of true progroéis.
'Ereir a cursory arurvey wili reveai to

tit-y vîsitor tire fact that ha tire dis-
triets ineiuuied Lu'trls reviéw, Inelu]-

ir Portage -lai Prairie, bieGrego'
Carberry, Brandone, Alexantier, Gris-
woffl, Oak< Laie. Virden., Elkhorn and
Eorne siniailer pttto a great Ileai lias
beeo.t done ln tire pû$t 'jean ln tihe

terection of new biiUdings alone. A
distiuictly better cam of store bulld.

itigs li beglxrn!ng to appear. lu Port-
age la Prairie aud B-aaadop, o! couarse,
tilo busl.newu b!ccts; bave always been
of tIre botter types, but la the other
towus: lewe sabstantial buildings have
of ton been tire ratIe. Theo are nowv

g1in.lg place to b»-UidIngs of brick anîd
stxxse, in maîry case. witli every-
ino2erui convesrieztee. ' A botter elusai
û! res1deucee le also beginnflug te ap-
peur in tireee country centres. Mie
inercîtants are now provlding thein-
SolvS' witir comtaoiûi ilu weli-
built lîouses, auid are furmuhIrtg'them

Lu. a. stylo wlrieb la quite equal to,
titat lit the lacet City hornes. Nor la
tutu muovement confinlet te, thre ton-ns.
The' farmera everywhere have bulit
hargely titis ycar manry of themn two
atitc tiîree thlousant] dollar bouses, and]
havo furnlieti tîrein witb thé bout
titat Mney can buy. In addition te
tlîls the saie liber-a provLia!o.t bas
been madie for tie Ilrouslng
ci: umaclilnery andi fa-rm stock, 8 O

tirat 1898 -nîry bu regarded
aa pre-eminently a building year
it this country. Thtes' sanie*facto
n'eu- îaresented tiortie nionthis ago in
Thte Comimereia li a serles o! kttrs
oS soutluern Manittoba, but they àppiy
-wItu equal force te tihe cenitral dis-
tricts iiow under iev anti ll bear
repetition.

It wUl lperllaps Wx as well tu mi>" at
t>nc titat lest yL'ar %nfot Witlrctn.
LUe disappoisrttileurt7s te thue 'bUtin-88
ýomnunity c-I titeue centtral andtit est-
enua t-owns Tire farumug districts
,lae.alboute sufcred lui coirîmn wlth

the r.-e. oif tise proviince t-oui tue ex-
ceseive and daiuaiilng r-aine o! the' bar-
rest sceon. Wlrat Otrcrwie îrouj-
lieti te bý a scasen of unrpredtedU
prosperity n'as by tîtese t-alIta tund
iflto One of eunte ditiappoitîtatt andi
coîîslderable uieertaltity. l'îe damp-
exmln7, ol tire grain rendereti ittueli of
Lt for a tInte unnjarketabic and thit;

Icuplet] %Vi1: tire stemultgly low price
wiis ivas o! fcrxI for goeU grain madie
tbo farinera very slowv ln coming into
thie aux-irct anti tl.u; reduce;i lthe itove-
nient ot mnocy set thait îrothins 'L-ký the

u.'rual fait tradowIas doume. T~are,
of course, well known tac ni u~.fieei
iiol. 1» dweit won IXcetber w~bln
poute placs a b2tter montb, wlriuh re-
Ileveti the situation a hittle. Iiapplly
thé ls from tire wetting. of Lite wheat
la riuw turnIniX out te be net ucarly

alaea nas at ftiret expeuted anti
owlngtetho iîustfllatiuîr eo' dx-ylrg

plants for the treatuicut of titis grain
lu Bonje ci the lar-ge elevattirr raucia of
lt lui being restoret] to souîethItng Ilke
LUa orginal 'value. Tisi redubes thre

dopxrasiung factorsi ln the present î3ltu-
atsuof tire country tu tire eue of low

jarIces. and even thie Seeme to be gra]-
uahll' disappoax-lng before tue graduai
ativancot lu tire px-les of whcat lu the
world'oe markets wlichl le goilt on ut
,petaeiit, A isharp adv'auce Iu prIces:
if IL oniye lasted for a wcek would rc-
sut ini an Imumense salc-O o!nlIent lis

aIl thjeS Country tonus anti would put
a different face ou tisa bisiness itu-
atiofl eutlrey. '- -

The ipain difricuJty ivitti tho trztd-
lng conmunity Lit proicut Ir, the el01v-
nesti of collections. Largo sales ar.e
net nt thILI 1pnricular lime lOOk-ed fur
bat thre mncrulianta very Prolac'riy ex-
pOt.t tilat duu-itg the ful ani Maîter

mintîts thora wlIl ba a kitp.nîrlu.g up
of acconnIts on the part of ail clas8ss
0f cubtonuera, aild mûre especillily or
fax-mers. 111 tijis rebpect the etslng
montlu of tire pat busine8s year ivere

disappointiug, anti Januax-y hai -lot
been any botter. il carerul estiînate
places tit. proportionl ef I89s ttecùtlnts3
p8id uP tO tiîo eci Of Junua-y a> 25
Per Peut andi somo IldI1tjuýI inerch-

ate have rzalized niuch lt s' tlurîj that.
Thus bas had a detrlmpntai ofoLet on
busILness generally.

Notvlth3tanding tiiese ufltoward
leutUrea or tisa situation of tre nuoxu-
ent, it la, as bas already beeti sald.
apparent on every _hauti tinut 1898
Xvi a'pro6perOus3 year ln tire couli-

try.

Bluaess at Vancouver.
Vaoncouver. Jau. 30.-14~h le 3rtish £W.-

unibla markoet tisa past woec lh; prjle-
tixaiiy leaturelebn;. Flour 18 very
flnm amil à rise le auticipatel. T4re
NeW Westintster manrket le aigain iu
full swing. Fair prlcez; ame linîg ob.-
taine.1 for larmnerd' producai there aztd
the bulk o! buslius -lai large. in 'Vie.
torla aird. Vancouver business w.w
quleter las!. ieek aad collucriz ilot
GO gSdt. Tpee Atîir trade lias £aIl.en
off abruptty silice tire Ilt:.e f.urry.
and wo.-acsaebeginnihig to reai.
Ise tltat thir allen bill is iloi, a laugo

.succeeus uor tblem ut leabt. There .1-e,
of course. no ilitedi States parties
out! lttlxag.iiere.auti the numiber of Ca:.-

udana whîo go tiorthi lt; very tarxuaui
compârDai with -the> total iiuuîboer
houaRi for tisa god f InItia. T-le iîorth-
ern tracte lias been a precarlous one>
for .rome out! itteri. Wul.e numay
Itinm Iivie mnade large siuni.4 and

others fiisancilly wcak lhave been
piaced on tlteir feet. agûin, zoo nucli
crodit w.as given, anti the teffectu, of
tItis are beluag feit now. Al party le! t
for the storth monthai ago accuring

igood> .anountiing-.to. saine $10.000 ln
-value. straxagely enlougx wlthout se-
curlt of zuny hind. Tie f iruis wlto
put ttp tbe goots noir coîrfosa that
tlîey belleve they are in for the wlîo!e
anint Irtroit cd. Aucither juan wvlo
o'tcanoas anti hac a, large busInesé

ut one tinsa witiî iClitilikers. lias dis-
trppered. presumabiy for thre ziorth.
7bie cm man*s nrotes are htrewn likd
Icavesq arouaid the cIté, -ail for aimal
4unounts. tiiongb tue cleail.up repris
sented éex'eral tiougauîde A man
wlro Eo!d prepared c4gu L tls isadly

nîourneà by toS confiding cltier:. In
tItis case the sum whicl miscax*i
nise amounts te, several timeusanti.
Mihe X'Sidike 1loom naturally brourlit
»-,i 1wags ivtb a leanluîg towards fin-
âzicial manipulation »t the front. A
large busintss w=s belng d!onc lu the
c1ty. money w.is freé land p!cntlatil
amui wliue business men, cautious at

,other timOes. diti mot-Atop tu considor
thea morual I sk ln -deaiug wltb thor-e
lapîarartly oonducting a legltirnate

bwAiixos
'ftero le. no lot ulp ln the x-apId in-

crense Ini eomuatioîî in Vancouver. Mieî
number orfwpopie ln Vancouver la now
estlnuated to bu 30,000, and ln s;plto
of the building boom It le very dîffi-
cuit to get bouges.

A coxbim o f sIxty ]Kentucy elltil-
lets wltli cap&taizaitiaai of $32,000,-
00r! la pioWeted.


