THE COMMERCIAL,.

69

B THE BUSINESS SITOA: ON.

WINNIPEG, Saturday, October b.

Business is inclined to drag, owingto tho
ovident dotermination of farmers to hold
their whoat. Thoy aro borrowing money on
it rathor than sell, Thero is & tendency now
to push collections among the {armors_l, as it
is thought they have now had ample timo to
raiso tho wind if they wanted to, and it will
not bo any advantago either to the country
or tho farmeirs themselves to allow them to
stand off their creditors any longer. Bank
clearings at Winnipeg this weok show ade-
crcase of sbout 21y per cent as compared
with the corresponding week last year,
owing to tho small sales of wheat. Clearings
for the month of Septomber, however, show a
shight increase over last year,

The total namber of business failures re-
ported in Canada this week is 87, tho total
last weok was 85 and in the correspondin
weok o year ago it was 40, .

WINNIPEG MARKETS.

WINNIPEG, SATURDAY AFTERNOON, Oct. 3.
[All quotations, unless otherwise specified, are whole.
sale for such quantities as are usually taken by retall
dealers, and aro subject to the usual reduction on large
quantitiesand tocash discounta.]  * .
BOOTS AND SHOES.—Some of the local job-
*bers have their spring samples in and travell-
ers will bo on the road with them this week,
Theo spring samples show a general tondency
toward tho picadilly and rezor or needle toes,
and it Jooks as though the tooth pick toes
would be popular this year.
CORDWOOD.—We quote the following prices
for car lots on track here: Tamarac, $3.75
to 8% per cord; pine, $2.50 per cord; spruce
$3 and poplar $2.25 to $2.50 per cord.
CoaL—"The advance of 50c per ton in the
wholesale prico of anthracite coal, reported
by wire Jast Fridey, s confirmed by later
reports. ‘This will make Pennsylvasia coal
cost 88 per ton on track Winnipeg, and as
tho price hero is $8.50 delivercd to consumoers
and it costs 40c per ton to deliver, it only
leaves a margin of 10c-per ton to the local
dealers, on the basis of present wholesale
prices.  The coal now being sold here, how-
ever, was bought before the last two advances
in tha-wholesale price outside, so that thero

is moro profit than sppears from the present’

import basis.  Still, it makes a strong
prospect here .for higher prices later om.
‘There was another report of a further advance
of 50¢c at Duluth this week, to $3.50 per ton
thero, but it is not believed to be authentic.
A telegram this weok reported an advance of
15 to 25¢c in Aunthracite at New York, and
now that the companies appear to have
come to terms, thers is no knowing when
they will stop putting up prices. Win-
nipeg prices are the same and we quote:
Pennsylvania anthracite, $8.50 ton,.do
livered to consumers. Souris lignito, $4.25
per ton delivered to consamers and $3.85 at
‘the yard here. Lethbridge bituminous, $6.50
per ton. to consumers, delivered.

Dry Goobs.—Further advan~esare report-
¢d from the cast in cottons. Tho Aontreal
Cotton Co. announce by circular an-advance
of 5 per cent. on. grey cottons, which brings

them up to other mill prices. Tho Mer--
chants Manufacturing Co. have advenced-
prices agein on groys, making a total ad--

vance of 10 to 123 per cent., and they have
advanced white cuttons 5 to 7§ per cent, The
St. Henri mills announco ‘an advancoe of 5 to’
10 per cent. The woollén . manufacturers
are aiso beginning-to try to work up:prices,
and they have a good basis-to work onin

-beon soft,

~of sight,

consequsnco of the upward tendency in wools
of late. The Globo Woollen iills havegivon
notico of an advancoe in worsted suitings
oqual to 73 per cent. In the local trade
travollers ar gotting their samples ready for
srring business, in clothing, hats and caps
aud f{urnishings. Some travellors are now
on tho road in these limes, General dry
goods men will not go out for a month yot.
Fi1si.—Tho first lots of now finnan haddies
aro now being recoived. Tocal jobbing
prices for fresh fish are as follows: B.C. sal-
mon, 12 to 14c; Lako Superior trout, 9Oc; white-
fish, 6o pickerel, 8c; finnan haddies, 124c;
kippero(i 1doyes, 80c doz. Very little doin
in salt fish; oysters. €2 for stendards an
82.25 selects, per gallon. )
FuRrs,—A. fow carly skins continue to
come in, mostly skunk, mink and rat.
Thoy are woll furred for tho scason, but are
far from being primo yot, and there are no
regular prices. In manufactured furs, the
buik of first orders have beon filled, bus
local jobbers look for a large sorting trade
this year, this being & branch in whicha
large sorting trado is usually expocted.
Country dealers will not take chances of buy-
ing largo stocks of furs in advance, the goods
being too oxpensiveto take the risk of carry-
ing over, .
GROCERIES.—Sugars wero advanced on
Thursday 1-166 by Eastern Canada refiners
snaking the price of granulated 4ic and yel-
lows 8c to 8fc at the refineries. Sugars aro
unmistakably in a wuch firmer pos tion than
they have been for somo time, owing to the
poor crop prospocts of the European beet crop.
A deficiency of 700,000 to 1,000,060 tons is
now reported in tho crop, owing to recent
drouth. Coupled with this is thcais.turbanco
jn Cuba, which will curtail production there
of tho cane crop. Reports of a short erop of
prunes come from almost all producing coun-
trics. French prunes are 3c higher on
account of the light crop and now California
joins in the general choras gbout a shors
»une crop. 'The first direct steamor to
Muntreal with new Valencia raisins is due
abo.y October 10. Provious arrivals were
small lots via Liverpool. A Montreal report
says that very low offers are being made
on Valencias by direct steamers, aslow as 8¢
1aid down at Montreal being offersd, but this
is thought to be for inferior goods. New
currants are offering to ship at about the

_samo prices as last year, or equalto 8§ to 83c

in barrels and 4 to 43c in cases, in round lots
at Atlantic posts.

(REEX FrUiTs.—Latest advices from On-
tario are firmer on apples, owing to some
.able inquiries fur export, which have raised
the hopes of shippers thero that they may
after all be able to do some export business,
Quotations received by wire on fancy fall
varioties of apples, such as snows, kings, ete.,
would make thom cost $8.25t0 $8.50 laid down
here, without allowing any profit w dealers,
s0 that the tendeney is higher for this classof
fruit, and some were asking $8.50 to $3.75 for
fancy varieties. No winter apples havecome
in yot, but the weather has been too warm
lately to bring in winter fruit. Thereis no
advantago in bringing in winter apples carly,
as they are damaged in transit during warm

- weather, and do not scom to keep so well.

A pples for storing for winter should be left as

-late as possible, as they are less likely to get

heated in transit and will keep better.  Cali-
fornia and Oregon plums are about out of the
market for tho season. Those in lately have
Poars have also been very scarce
this week, and niot many more will come, ex-
copt Winter varieties. Somevery fine peaches

“ave still coming, but the season for these is

also short. A. car or more of crabs may be

“in-yet, though this i3 uncertain. Stocks of
“old lemons are cléaned-up. Sofro mew willbe-

in at once, but tho price will be away up out
as the markets ara very

high, probably $12 per box or more, Tom»

toes are lower. Now figs are mnow
on the way to this market, Prices below are
about nominal for pears, in the absence of
stocik, Prices aro: lemons, no quotations;
bananas $2.25 tc 88 per bunch as tosize;
California penaches $1.25 to 8L.80 per box,
California and Oregon pears 82.25 to $8,00
per box ; apples $3.00 to £8.20 per barrol,
Ontario concord grapes 60c per basket of
10 1bs; Oatario white Niagara and Red
TRoger’s grapes 650 per basket of 10 1bs, Ont-
ario pears GO to 90c pur basket; California
grapes, tokays, $8.00 to $3.25 per crato;
tomatoes 70 (o 90¢ per basket; Figs, 14
oultll,co bLoxes, 1.00 per dozen; dates 7 >The
a 1b.

HARDWARE, PAINTS, ET¢C—Groat intorest
is manifested in the meoting of the Canadian
manufacturers of cut and wire nails, who
have beon in session all the week at Montreal.
Raeport says there is a movement on foot to
affiliate with the association in the Unised
States. It seoms not improbable that some-
thing of this nature is on fool, as the United
States association is represonted et tho meot-
| ing, so it is roported. Tho Uaited Staes
association isa very powerful one. It nos
only controls the manufacture of nails, but
it alto controls nail making machinery, so
that it is practically im ossible .+ new
factories to bo started outside of the awsocin-
tion. Higher prices are certainly looked for
as a result of this meoting, but nv announce-
ment has yot been made, and prices are still
withdrawn, If the United States association
list on oxtras is adopted, a3 scems probable,
it will make important changes in extras, 1s
tho United States list is very much higher
than the Canadian list on extras. Barb wire
is anotner interesting .ine. Winnipeg prices
are comparatively very low, prices here being
about the san.e as at Loronto and Montreal,
as this wmarket has not followed the advauce
which has been going on since the beginning
of this year. Ylain steel wire has advanced
fully 22 per cent this scason. Tho local
market has advanced tn $3.5) per 10) pounds
for plain twisted and barb wire and staples,
but as these prices are still comparatively
undor eastern markets, a further advance
is reasonably oxpected. In consequence of
the recent advances at the factories, both
sisal and manilla ropehave advanced 3¢ horo,
to 8to 8} base for sisal, and 11 to 11} base
for manilla.

GRAIN AND PRODUCE.

WHueAT—The bigher prices reached at the
close of last week in leading United States
markots have not been maintained, and
yesterday prices were nearly back again to
where they wero beforo tho last bulge set in,
‘Che markots have had & wider range this
week and havo been more excitable and ex-
ceedingly sensative. Cables frum Iarope
were lower on most days. Northwestern
states receipts havo been large, but to offset
this there have Leen rumors of crop damage
-in Argentine and_dry weather in tho winter
wheat states. Exports of wheat, flour in-
cluded as wheat, from both coasts of the
United States and Canada amount to 2,618,-
000 bushels this week. Last weck the total
was 8,151.000 bushels, one year ago 8,243,000
bushels, two years ago 8,189,000 bushels and
three years ago 4,017,000 bushels.

In Manitoba the weather has been favor-
able, though the weather report on Friday
said rain in tho west; but it has been mainly
favorable and deliveries by farmers at coun-
try points have jucreased. Thursday and
Fridasy this weck country deliveries of
‘wheat wero cstimated at a quarter of a
million bushels each day, being the largest
so far this scason. TLo total.country deliv-
cries of wheat for September aro estimat-
atabout 2,000,000 bushels, or nearly 1,000,

(00 bushels less than for the same month last
year. Aost of the wheat being dei. vered by



