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THE COMMERCIAL

(One Price. ’

Boots and Shoes has rhe following:  ““There
is one pleasing featuro about tho retail trade,
genevally in all lines, which no observant per-
son con fail to notice—that is the one-price
system. A few yems before this system be
camo popular with retail merchants, scarcely a
sale was made without an attempt on the part
of the customer to Leat the deal~r down in his
prices. It was customary then for the dealer
to ask more than the regulav price for an arti-
cle, knowing that he would have to come down
a peg or two in the prico before making the
sale. But as before intimated, all this has been
donenway with. Now a child may go iuto any
respectable 1etail store and purchase an article
as cheaply as o grown person. There isone
price for all, and when prices arn veduced, they
are reduced for everybody.”

It is true that is the fact and whatever may
be the cause, it is certainly a great improvment
on tie old way of haggling abont prices. Pro
bably the smallness of profits has something to
do with this change. Another thing, *‘business
is “business” now and people don't have time
to buy goods the old way.

Keep Posted.

A shoe retailer of this city, located on one
of the great business thoroughfares, stated not
long since, that he took two shoe journals, but
that often neither one of them was opened.
‘They went into the waste basket without so
much as being unwrapped, One knowing this
fact might inquire: Is he a live man and does
his establishment do a profitable busincss ? The
apathy of such a man ought to be of itself an
answer to such a question. He is not, by any
means. Not many blocks distant from this
store is another, of probably three times the
size. A visit to it atalmost any time, would
find the proprictor so busy as hardly to be able
to give you a word, while his clerks are as wide
awake, alert and busy as himself. This man
does a rushing business and makes immense
profits; yet he takes and reads all theshoe
journals published in the country. He knows
his business a=?} is all the time trying to find
out every new thing that comesalong. Itis
natural to expect to find sucha man doing &
goo d business and the other not. The man
who won't use all the means in his power to
learn everything he can about his business is
bound to make more or less of a fallure.—Lea,
ther Gazetle.

R. Inroxsipe will again engage in tho lymber
business at Manitoun.

A nusH fire, ignited from a passing train, did
great damage at Ottertail, B.C. Carlin & Lake
estimate their loss at §1,600 and the loss to the
Ottertail Mining & Milling Co., whose mill,
camps, offices, cte,, and 40,000 fect of lumber
and 30,000 feet of logs were totally destroyed,
amounts to between $45,000 and $50,000.

Govenryor OcLesny, of Illinois, has signed
the bill for the supprassion of bucket shops.
The measure is now a law and will go into cf-
fect July 1st.  The vigorous enforcement of its
provisions will result in the closing up of every
bucket shop in the State, and every bucket shop
agency or burcau,—Daily Business,

More Combinatfon.

One of the most interesting features of com-
mercil economics in recent days is the develop-
ment of combinations, side by zide with com-
petition, as an element in determiving the
course of industry and trade. Weare all fam.
iliar with combinations in the business of trans.
portation, and of late years in several impor.
tant branches of manufacture, some striking
examples of combivation have made their
appearance. While such combinations were
established for a temporary purpose they did
not excite very great atteniion except at inter-
vals. Latterly, however, a temdency is notice-
able to establish them on a permanent basis in
the line of what are known as trusts, of which
forms of combivaion the Standard Oil Trust,
the American Cotton Oil Trust and the Ameri-
can Cattle Trust ave examples. The wmost
reeent addition to the list of these great com.
binations is a Rubber Trust, which secksto
control the rubber industry in America. The
plan includes the control of the manufacture of
all rubber goods. the monopoly of the import-
ation of crude rubber, the fixing of the market
value of hoth crude and manufactured goods,
aund the control of workmen engaged in the in-
dustry, so as to preventsucdcessful attemptsat
strikes. The fixing of the legal status of these
trusts is something that yet remains to be done.
They promise to furnish some highly intevest-
ing problems for solution by the statesman and
the cconomist in the near future.—DBradstreets.

Tus. Industrial News, of Winnipeg, has been
enlarged.

Joux McDoucart will shortly occupy the
Birtle hotel, at Birtle, Man,

T, F. Parrersox, furniture dealer, Birtle,
Manu., i3 crecting new premises at that place.

Prices paid at Virden, Man., last week were ¢
Wheat, 63c ; oats, 45 to 50¢ ; butter, 124¢; egys,
Sc.

Hexry Crick has opened in the grocery
provisions and men’s furnishing lincs at Cal-
gary.

Geo. P. Gipsox, of Brandon, has leased T.
Grummett’s blacksmith shop at Rapid City,
Man.,

A civiL engineer from Montreal has been
making a block plan of Brandon for the use of
firc insurance companics.

Tue Regina & Long Lake railway is being
put in shape for running traffic.  The road was
closed during the winter.

AT Viola Dale gophers tails are equivalent to
cash. A storckeeper there last month took in
10,000 tails, equal to 2200, in exchange for goods

Forr Qu’errerir  Vidette: The copious
showers of the past weck have been of immense
benefit to the growing crops, and there is every
appearance of a4 bountiful harvest.

R. Jousox, late of Johnson & Davidson, of
the Queen’s Hotel, Qu'Appelle Station, Assa.,
has bought ont the livery businessof L. W,
Mulholland of the place named.

MaxwaninG & WricHr, general storckecpers,
Birtle and Solsgirth, have withdrawn from
businesy at thelr Solsgirth branch store, which
will be coutinued by James Anderson.

A r1eLD of wheat near Regina was 19 inches
high last week,

Tnerk is tulk of re.organizing the Portage
la Praivie fire brigade.

Tue first flour from the new Rapid City mill
was placed on the Brandon market last week,

A pArcEamount of timber hag been destroyed
by bush fires at the Red Deer, north of Calgary,
That scction of country was suffering from rain,

Tuer Marquette flour mill at Portage ln Prai-
ric has been leased by Geo. W, Bourne, who
wag head miller while E. McDonald had the
mill. '

Tue Braudon council and board of trade have
decided to hold a monthly cattle fair, the first
Wednesday of each month, beginning on the
fitst Wednesday in July.

Tue Portage Ia Prairic Liberal says:—Farm.
ing land is being bought up in this district with
astonishing rapidity and the prices paid arve
Jood. This is an indication of returning con.
fidence and shows that the Portage and vicinity
has about recovered from the effects of “‘the
boom.”

THE Portage la Prairie oatmeal mills com.
menced work again on Wednesday and will run
for three or four weeks, when the proprictors
will reconstuct the interior of the mill to make
room for the new machinery which they intend
to put in.  Everything will be in operation in
time for the summer’s harvest,

Vaxcouver, B.C., News: The Moodyville

sawmills are working night and day at present
to keep up with the demand for lumber and to
hasten the loading of the vessels now taking in
cargo at their wharf. This is rendeved abso-
lutely necessary, asa number cf vessels are now
under charter and are on their way to this port
to load at the company’s mills,
—BIRTLE Observer. An early seed time with
ground dry and mellow, warm weather with
frequent and abundant raing, have been most
favorable to the growing crops of the country.
Thare is every prospect of an early and
a  heavy lharvest, as grain  will hae
matured  long  before  the  usual tiwme of
frost. Of all kinds of roots there will be an
enormous yield ; pasturage could not possibly
be better and those who keep many cows are
receiving large supplics of milk and butter.

Tine Woolgrowers’ Associntion of Alberta
met in the Royal hotel last night with the presi-
dent, Mr. White, in the chair and Geo. Hope
Johmston acting as secretary. There were
present about fifteen of the woolgrowers of the
district. After some discussion it was resolved
to send a bale of 200 lbs. of wool of & fair aver-
age sample to Halifax, England, to ascertain
what prices might be expected for next year.
Mr. Rutherford was authorized to make up the
bale and to forward the same, the association to
pay all expenses in the matter.  The question
of this year's sale was then taken up, and the
secretary was authorized to communicate with
the different buyers informing them that the
woolgrowers would be in Calgary with a sample
of their clip on the 15th of July, and that no
wool would be sold before that time. 1. \W.
Godsal was clected a member of the association.

It is estimaied that the clip this season will
amourt to 150,000 Jhy.—Calgary Tribunc,



