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THE MAN WHO MADE THE MONTREAL STAR.

HUGH GRAHAM, § 0

NEWSPAPLE wineh bas become a handsome property

A tew vears, wlich has attaned an immense areulation
according to Canadian deas, and which is noted as a purveror
of news, must afford some 1nstructive lessons to Canadian pub.
hshers. The man who has made this paper what 1t s must
have a cateer worthy at least of some study and analysis,

Hugh Graham, the propnetor atd pubhisher of Fhe Mont
real Star, was born at AMhelstane, Huntingdon County, Quebee,
abont g5 years ago.  His Gather was one of the many shrewd
scottish land owners i that county, and the son recened his
cducation at the Huntingdon Academy or collegiate institute,

{-tom there he dufted, as nyicrous other Huntingdon vouths

have done, to Montreal thet  as now  the commercal centte of
the provinee.  Young Graham's entry into newspaper work was
the most natural thing in the world.  His uncle was M. WL HL

Patsons, who had for sotse years -
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ledge of The Star, or of Ttugh Grabam, during this period, nor,
indeed, for some years subsequently.  The paper, however,
made its way slowly,  Maontreal was not then the newspaper
centre 1t is now.  The existing papers, notably ‘T'he Witness,
Gasette, and Herald, alimost monopolized the English section of
the reading public.  The Star's rival i the evening field, The
Withess, was a strongly mtrenched  competitor, and years of
dauntless effort were required to ereate a constituency for the
new paper.  Hugh Graham's share in this must have been con-
siderable, because as soon as the paper passed entirely into his
own hands and his ¢orlv associates had withdrawn 1o other
fields of labor, ‘The Star's progress became more rapid, and it
began to ac quire strong friends and a constituency of its own,

It is difficult to speak with absolute certainty on some of
these pomnts, — Mr. Graham is exeeedingly averse to biographies
or sketches of himself, aid has always declined to assist in their
preparation in any way.  Consequently some of the datain this
article have had to be obtained by inquinng clsewhere, while the

photograph which adorns it 1

published the old  Commetenl -
Adveriser in Montreal,  and
whose reputation was that of a
journahst of undoubted capacity.
About this time The Montreal
Witness, which hal been issuing
as an evemng one-cent . paper,
rased 1S price to one prenny,
and Mr. Patsons met the new
sitation by turmng s mormng
pajat, The Advertiser, into The
Facnmg Delegram, also at one
penny. Hugh Graham  could
hatdly have fallen better
hands than thowe of his unele
Mr Patsons was a shilful wnter

into

and Posseas doan ew ellent adea
of newspaper work,  FPhere can
Ire no doubt that m this environ
Lud the
basis o those methods of con

ment young  Graham

ducting a paper wheh he has
sittc e trned to so much success
i he Sta

Fhe Withess soon taverted to
s one cent prce,and Pl Laen
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g Leleguam, atter abonta sear’s
enstence, discontmued |'llll:n‘.l
ton  Huogh Grabam then went to Phe Gaectte, amd was for
some ttme the sectatan treasater of The Gazatte Cotpany,
Not for long, howevar, because i Peeamber, 1864, he started
The Evemng St a one cont dalv, Wath i was assoaated
George Lamgan, a pournahist ot exceptional bnllanee, who had
abieady made s mark in Moatteal as a4 satinst and humornst
i Lhe Free Tance, and whoswe subscgquent career on The New
Yotk and Philaddphie papars gave i a continental reputa
tton  One of the wtitars tor the now paper was Manhall, an
othet Montreal Journaliint, and the
*Manhall X Co

s artany arent Lasted tor several vears and he star had,
hke many sumlar ventures, o cncountet the advetse citoum
stances that beset new ente prses

paper was published by

1 have no posonal know

may as well confess  -was secured
without his knowledge or con-
sent.  Even after Mr. Graham
acquired full control, the paper
had several vears of struggle be-
fore it Maost of his time was
spent i promating the commer
cial side ot the venture, though
his control  of editonal  policy
and the news departiment has al-
ways been close and constant.
The cditors were for some yeats
after Lanigan’s departure not men
of specil note,  \s writers they
acquired no fame, and though
Mr. W, H. Parsons, who had re
tired in ill-health several years
before to live at Sored, was invited
to become, editor he was unable
1o remain in the position for
more than a brief period.  In
this way The Star began first to
attract notice for enterprise
ghingearly and exclusive news,
instead of for its opwnions or
lnerary merit. This, 1 firmly
believe, gave it the first dillip
Mr. Graham's
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toward success.
heart was 1 this part of the wark, and as oppoitunity opencd
he developed lus capacity for giving the best news of the day,
and turning it out m a style to attract attention. OF course he
had some valuable assistance. In 1838 Edward G, O'Connor
beeame manaing  cditor, and during the eight years he con-
tnued either in that post or as general superintendent of all the
departments in the establishment, be was a tower of strength
to the paper  His untiring industry, a marked  faculty for
orgamzation and management, an aicrtness in getting news and
a strong sense of propricty as to how a paper should be con-
ducted, were potent elements in the situation. At thistime also
tHenry Dalby, the present talented managing editor, joined the
paper, which gamed much by his incisive hterary style and ripe

evpenence, o these and to other good men, like P 1. Ross,




