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EDITORIAL NOTES. B

_ The German army on a peace footing numbers four iwudred and
eighteen thousand men, or one per cent. of the entire population of the
empire. This force will, on the basis of the new census, be now increased
to feur huudred and cighly thousand men.  ‘The German army on a war
footing, which includes the reserves, rumbers one million eight hundred
thousand wmen.  The annual revenue of the German Confederacy is about
on¢ hundred and forty-five million dollars, of which nincty million dollars
1s applied to the maintenance of the army.

The Fu;nch radicals in view of the coming elc tions have issued «
manifesto, in which they declare it to be their belief that ths Government
should educate, board, lodge, and clothe all children between the ages of
four and sixteen years,  ‘They further declare that all customs, excise, and
other indirect taxes should b2 abolished, and that the revenue should be
derived from taxes levied upon income and capital. Radicals frequently
miss thelr aim by overshooting the mark, and the French radicals who
would thus deliberately disregard the prognostications of Malthus and at
the same time place an cmbargo upou thrift and industeg, will find their
theorica too radical even for }renchmen.

—

The recent recommendation of the British Board of Admiralty, that
cach village, lown and city upon the coasts of the British Isles should
form, and support by subscription, a naval voluntcer brigade, must have
been suggested by somc old salt possessed of antediluvian proclivities.
No (_ioubt such a force would, in case of war, be of assistance to the ships
detailed for the defence of the coast; but it is somewhat diflicult to under-
stand why the expense of such 2 brigade should fall exclusively upon those
residing on or near the shore, ‘“The defence of the nation should bs

revided for by the public at large, and the locality more immediately
interested should not be obliged to shoulder an undue share of its cost.

The Digby Courir takes exception to an cditorial which appeared in
the CriTig, upon the summer resorts of Nova Scotia. on the ground that
Ingly was overlooked, while Chester and Baddeck were given unduc
promincnce. Those who read the article in question can readily under-
stand that space would forbid the special mentior of exch and every
watering place in the Province worthy of note. Tho boating “acilities of
Chester and the beautiful scenery of Baddeck, being untivalled in Nova
Scotia, were particulazly referred to.  No dwubt Digby has its peculiar
ghar(ns. and as it is more acuessibles than cither of the places mentioned,
it will doubtless continue to attract scores of pleasure-seckers.  Our
personal cuxperiences of Digby and thn adjacent cherry village of Bear
River ane most pleasant, and we have found it no hardship to be rcduced
to a cherry diet.

If the Eastern M.'x I, I wanted more than their admitted rights, we
would oppuse their demauds to the bitter end.  As, however, we knov for
a certainty that they are entitled to what they ask, we wonld not be fair or
independent did we not endorse their claims.

A niovzmment is now on foot among the members of the Anglican Church
in New Brunswick to celebrate the forticth anniversary of Bishop Medley's
work in that diocese, It is proposed by some ardent admirers of the
Metropolitan to establish a Medley scholarship or professorship in con-
nection with King's College, Windsor. Bishop Medley has certainly done
much to build up the Church in New Brunswick, and he deserves well of
her people.  The cendowment of a chair at King's would certainly be a
most graceful acknowledgment of his services, and as it would at the same
time strengthen the Univensity at Windsor, it _is to be hoped that the pro-
position may meet with a general approval and hearty support of the
Church people in New Brunswick,

The clements of the greatness of Great Dritain were ships, iron, and
coal. We have the ships; we have the coal. Wherever we are known,
we are credited with these.  But what of the iron? Have we made the
most of that? ‘I'he Londonderey Mines are not (owing, we are informed,
to injudicious management), of the gigantic imsportance that the iron mines
of this Province ought to be ; and yet no other mine of the kind has been
properly opened in the Province.  The best iron ore in the Province is to
be found in Cape Breton and Pictou.  Many people who have at heart the
best interest of the whole Province, believe that, as there is known 1o be an
wnmense quentity of ore in Cape Brevon and Pictou, with the materials
around for smelting, cte., it would be well for the local Govermment to
take some xieps to second private enterprise, and so have a new industry in
the castern portion of the Province.

The outlook for the sugar planters is much more bright than it has
been for many a year. What agricultural science has done for the sugar
beet industry, chemical sciedce 1s now duing for that of the sugar canc
industry.  1f the new process of sugar making diicovered by Frobach, of
Berhin, proves equal to all that is claimed for it, it will completely revo-
lutionize the sugar trade.  For years it has been conceded that the present
method of extracting the sugar from the caue is defective and cxpensive.
The new process disponses altogether with crashing and pressing. The
cane being cut into strips the water 1o first oxtracted by alcoholic vapor,
the saccharine being left in the cane, Thnis s then treated with liquid
alcohol. It 1s asserted that this extracts all the saccharine.  Afterward the
sugar 1s extracted from the alcohol by being fillered through lime and
chalk. If this process proves successful 1t will at once add a third to the
present production of cane sugar, or at least 1,500,000 tons.

The terrible cogines of dostruction, which are daily being invented for
uso in war, both on land and sea, have, it is claimed, relatively increased in
power more rapidly, than have the means of defence. In other words, the
improvement of defensive armor has by no means kept pace with the
improvemants which have been made in projectile and other weapons.
Admiral Sir George Elliot is of the opinion thata few locomotive torpedo
boats, placed at the entrance of a harbor, would be able to pievent a
British squadron from cntering the same.  Hobart Pasha, on the other
bang, affirms in the columns of Alaclirowd, that the destructive power of
torpedoces, and torpedo boats, has been greatly overrated.  One thing is
certain, no war has occurred in modern times between two great powers, in
which the truth or falsity of these statements could be shewn; and we
sincerely trust that many decades may yet slip by before these destructive
engincs shall have been put to the test.

The Llack camel which kneels at the gates of all has long been crouching
near the entrance to the home of the man who played the most conspicuous
part during the rebellion in the United States.  ‘tuc death of General
Grant will be mourned by a grateful nation, and his memory cherished by
a thankful prople.  As a soldier, General Grant relied upon superior force,
and his military achievements, although brilliant, cannot bo conuidered as
displaying great gencralship.  As President of the Umted States, Grant
allowed himself to be made the tool of partizan leaders, and his ambition
made his obedicnce to their sway complete. The misfortunc of his later
years have re.awakencd the public interest in_ his welfare and the dogged
determination with which he sct about writing his war notes, while prostrated
by a fell discase, touched the hearts of a kind and sympathetic people.
Grant was more famous in life than in death, ** Fame, we may understand,
is no sure test of merit, but only a probability of such : it is an accident,
not a property of a man.” General Grant awoke one moring and found
himself famous ; it was, however, a tansient fame, such as the span of a
human life will serve to cover, but when the lapse of a century shall have
heaped ats hundred time-scrolls o'er his grave, his fame will be known only
to the student of Ilistory ; and cven there it will fade into obscurity, as
compared with the man who had the moral courage, by onc stroke of his
pen, to liberate from a cruel bondage 4,000,000 of our fellow-beings.
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