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At a timo when general nttention is turn.

ed towards military subjects, and to the

menns which, in tho event of hostilities

veys have alrendy been made, and the fron®
tier ias been marked out, althoughthe bufl
alo by knaocking down the pillars cnreful(liy
placed by the engincors will,unless chegho ,
do much to destroy tho fruits of their ln

would bo available for the protection of the ! bour,

Empire, a Report on the cowdition of the |

forces of our most powsrful colony cinnot
fail to excito interest. Siuce tho withdrawal
of tho lmperial troops, the burden of pro
viding for her defence has (ullen entirely on
Canadn; and, being both unwilling nod un

able to nmintain a standing army, hev Gov.

ernment bas devoted the smnall amount of ' within her extended territory.

A vido across country from Monitoba to
+ British Columbia was, however, only an in
_cident in General Smytl’e tauc of inspection,
‘I'no giat of the Repart deals with the preo
L gent cou-ition of the milita force on shich
Canada reltes for protection ngainst foreign
foes, and for the maintensncoe of good order
This force is

money at ite disposnl to tho organization of | ¢:lled out rnnually for twelvo days’ drill,

a Militia, This forco hns been under the
commnnd of an Imperial officer—MajorGen-
eral Smyth—who, having made a tour of in
epection over a distance of eleven thousand
miles, of which two thousand were perform
«d on harge back, submits his Report to the
Dominion Parliement.

‘To many readers the most interesting part
of this Report will bo that which deals with
the vast territory lying between the Province
of Manitoba and the Rocky Mountsins, and
drained by the Saskatchewnn and its tribu
taries, This country, described by Captain
Butler as the Groat Lone Laud, appesrs to
Lo awaiting the settiers who, whet nieans of
communteation have been reudered more
complete, will probubly make it their home,
{n the meantime the Indian tribes continue
to hunt over those parts which the buftulo
hus not deserted, and claim the protection
of the Governmeant against the adventuress
«ho, as whirkey traders, threaten them with
demaralization and destruction, ‘I'o muke
the arm of the Iaw felt in those distant ter-
ritortes, a force of three huudred mounted
constabulary wasvecently organized.and Gen.
Smyth was directed to report on their effici-
ency and ou the effect produced by their
presence. llis Report, *ve are glad to say, is
eminently satisfactory; the illicit trade in
spirituous liquots, with iis attendant ovils,
hag been stopped ; and the Blackfeet Indions
—the most warhke of the Canadian trihes—
have been first to acknowledge the benefits
they derive from the withdrawm! of the temp
1auons which, whifst unable to resist, they
clearly recognize as the precursor of ruin
and of death, ©1heir cluefs held n confer
ence with General Smyth 2t the (oot of the
Rocky Mountains, end after expressing their
satisfaction at the secmity afforded them by
the presence of the mounted police, request:
ed him to represent to the Government their
wishes for the conclusion of treaties for the
allotment of land similar to those accorded
to the Eastern Prairie Indians.

So far all promises well, and the friendly
spirit in which the officers of the United
States army across the border met Gen
eral Smyth, and their evident desiro to pro-
mote arrangemente conducive to good order
on the frontiers, afford an additional hope
for the preservation of pence throughout the
hitherto lawless regions of the Far West. It
would be a curious subject for speculation
to prognosticate the components of the fu-
ture population of these regions. Iclanders,
and Mennonties from Soutbern ussia, are
slreay cultivating farms in Manitoba ; French
Canadians, halibreeds, and Scotch servants
of the Hudson Bay Company congregate
round the old trading posts; whilst at Koot-
enay Pass, in the Rocky Mountsins, a Chin*
eso setttlement claims protection from the
Canadian autborites. The ptesence of the
police and of their horses neceasitates the
cultivation of cereals, and especially of onts
round their several barracks, and «will tead
to trade which will gradually people the
wilderness, whose soil, climate, and mineral
productions appear to invite tLe settler. Sur

and the numbers so trained nmounted dur:
ing the Iast year to nearly fwenty nine
thousand, nlf of which wero furnished by
Oatnrio  The General speaks highly of the
mtelligence, the physical qualities, and the
aptitude for military duties of hoth ollicers
and men, although ho points out the almost
impossibility of attaining a sufficiently high
standard of eficiency, or even of presarving
from damnge und destruction the arms, nc
coutrements, and clothing of the force, with*
out somo permanent snd educated regi

mental stafl. IHae had proviously recom
meded & paid adjutant for each bLattalion ;
but as this proposition did not find favour
with those who control the national purse,
ho has 1educed his request to a sergeant
major, who wou'd also act as storekeeper.
He also adveeates training schools for cnvas
Iry and infantry. as well as increased induce*
ments for oflicers to puss through the shorter
coursoes at the Artillery Schools at Quebec
and Kingston, The Mititary Colloge at the
lutter place is still in «mbryo, the Superin-
tendent, Lieut. Colonel Hewett, being the
ounly ofticer who has actually received his
apnointment., It is to begin on a very
wmodest scale, only twenty-two cadets beiug
admitted in the first year, A great part of
the fortifications at Quebec is reported to be
falling into disrepnir, and the absencs of uny
guns of calibre suflicient Lo stop an ironclad
is commente { upoun as a marked d. ficiency
in the armument of a fortress which is sup

posed to command the entrance to the
water-way of Csnada. The warhike stores
are indeed small in qantity; even of
Snider ammunition there are not 140 rounds
apieco for 5U 000 men in the reserve maga
2ines, although not a cartridge can be manu

facturad on that side of the Atlantic. In
fact, tho wmilitary resources of Canada are at
alow ebb, ‘The money voted for purposes
of defence ls emall in amount, and in some
respects commensurais value is not obtained
(r-m its expenditure. Throughout the Do-
mnion, especially in Ountsrio, the iailitary
spirit exists, the annuul training is popular,
the men nio of good stamp, and the officers
avail themselves of the scanty means of in
struction which their yearly diill affords;
but it is useless to conceal the fact that the
elliciency of tho Milnin 13 not built on solid
foundatinns: TLelessons taught m the bar-
racks of the regulur regiments formerly
stationed throughout the country are still
partially remembered, and a traditions)
standard of the efficiency to which the Mili~
tiashould strive toreach is maintnined ; but,
as years pas by, theae recollections become
more and more dim, and gradually, but not
the less surely, will thomititary organization
detertorate.

For this result Canada is” not eo much to
be blamed as tbo Mother Country, For
mauy years dependent on the presence of a
large farca of Laiperial troops, Cannda did
hittle for her awn protection. Roused by
the great American Civil War, und by the

troubles on her froatier, of which 1t was par.
tially the cause, a numecrous militia was

formed on paper, and duiing the Fenian dis
turbances n considerable toreaw.as called ous,
drilled, and disciplinad, Truining schools
wore established ot tho headquarters of the
various regular regiments, sm& the service of
nble officers were secured to orgamae and
command the several camps of itwtruotion
The reports of the aptitude of the Ciuatiw
militia for military work wera very enoour-
aglng, and it appeaced prohahle that ina
short timo a vigorous syatem of professionat
training would "have bieen instituted.  Sud
deonly the policy changed  Tlho traops were
withdrawn without any povision Laving heen
made for n continuince of the education
they wera affording; fortresses which hind
just been bLullt at great cost were handed
over unharmed toaGosernment which could
tot even afford to keep them from fallng
into disrepair, and stores swhich 1n many -
stances were old and obsolete were :old, al
no meas price and after bhaggling. to do-
partments which, oven if the articles had
boen serviceable, did not know how to use
or oreserve thom. §ho military schools fel}
into decay and consequent disrepute; out-
sido Halifax there was nt a company, 8
squadron, or a battory wineh could tarnsha
pritern to the militts, and Canada was lett,
unatded by the Mother 'vunwry. ta provide
for her own means of defenco. Cousidersblo
soreness wag fell througzhout tho country a
the manner in which the withdrawal of the
troops had been effected ; & period of ap «thy
was the result, and the nmulitary organzsticn
threatened to colinpse. However, the m-
stincts of a nation proud of ws connexion
with England, and resolved to mamtisnats
position, prevented so greal a misfortune,
f2fforts weroe made to provide schools of gun
nery. at which officers of all branches of the
servic might be trmnel, and these schows
formed smnll but not tneflicient garrisons
for the two fortresses of Qubac and Kino.
ston. The anpual tralning ol the nulinxin
camps of instruction was cnntinued nnl the
services of & few impenal officers obtained.
Recently ths Government basdecided on the
formation of a military cotlego at Kugston,
with the object of truming cadeis 48 oflicers,
and has asked to be supplied with three or
four officers of the regular army to act as n
structors. The request «oes not appear un-
reasonable ; but hitlierto the numerous difi-
culties which official rout'ne has (perhips
unavoidably) throwa in tha way ot 1ts tuwilil~
ment have delayed their appointment. In
fact, England does ot recogize the import
ance of fostering the m..(tary spinit of her
colonies. Much mrght Le done wih litlle
or no expenditurs uf money (ne infuntry
regiment stationed in Canads. one syuadron
of cavalry, and ono battery of arttitery, in®
volving 1o additional charge ou the army
estimates, would go far towards raising the
stundard of the mili. s whitst of maay ataff
officers who, havipyg been (ramed ag Wy ?
hurst, are without employment, a few nugat
be sparecd to assist m the instruction of the
young men who are willing und reziy to be
educated on Enghsh modes. If tinglind
were involved in 3 gieat Earopean siraggls,
Canada would readily send nesisinnce ; andd
a well orgnnized force, such as she could
with fittle diicuty equip, would be no
menn addition to our ariay, and wonld wely
repay the very slight cost vinch in peice
time our Trensury wght facalied on to pay.
A really broad view of the wryanizition of
the Imperial army sbou’'d compictieand not
merely the forces « Eongiand wnd of Indis,
but those of tho g - 't colun.es, which, n.-
stead of being a wrmikoess, ought to tea
source of mulitary . .engrh o b Mother
Couuntry, Times b chunged since—~only
s tew years past—it .18 the fash-n among
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