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(Continued from Page 207 )

Reduced Militia estimates moaus r. duced
Military efticiency,and power of defence; but
should it be dotermined at any time to ro
duce tha estimates, it would bo well to bear
in mind that this can be dono with least de-
triment ‘o public servico, from a military
point of view, not by reducing the number
of men authorized to bo trained annually in
the whole Dominion, but by training the full
number of men allowed for a somewhut
shorter period of time, '

Although a system of voluntary Reeruit-
ment is certainly not the most, 1elinble or
equitable mode of forming a national defen.
sivo Army, or obtaining men for the perfor.
mance of such & public duty, nor is it the
mode most approved of by the majority of

" the ofticers and men actunlly belongir.g to
the orce, stil! if it be the desire of tho peo-
plo of Canada to continue that un.
sntisfactory mode of recruitment, it
should bLe borne in mind that 1t will
Lo necessary for the country and Par
Jiament to give every encouragement to the
Active Militia and deal liberally with it, and
thus enable the captains of companies and
corps to compete in the labor market for
men, on moro favorable terms, as it is
through their instrumentalily entirely that
under- tho voluntary system men are ob-
tained.

1t may be more difficult to obtain the full
number of men by voluntary enrolment .in
somo Districts than in others, but provided
the Force is treated liberally and properly
equipped, I Linve no doubt but thiteven the
full quota of men authotiz-d tu tiin annu
ally for whole Dominion, my cone foreard
voluntanly.,

Many officers commuauding the- Militia in
Military Distniets, espectilly the otlicer com-
manding the Militia in Military Distiict No.6
(a District chicfly occupied by French
speaking Canadumns) seem to consider the
apphcation of the ballot as uecessary to
obtain the quota requirea anl fill up the
ranks of existing corps, other Commanding
Ofticers in istricis vecupied both byEnglish
and Freach speaking Canuduins are much ot
the same opinion. No doubt theseofficers are
quite right from a nuhlitary pont of view and
show that they have studied the science of
military orgamzation when they regport in
favor of a systein of compulsory service for
i military Furco intendud purely for pur-
posses ot national defence, as compared
witha voluntary aod conseguenddy uncertain
mode of recrwitnut, but stul I think with
due encovurigatnent. and by the appoint-
ment of proper oflicers, the quota of men
tequired from Fieuch speaking Districts

may be obltamed | voluntauly, although
existing corps  may from time to time
collup:ze.

. French speaking Canadians are certainly

as patriotic nnd as much attached to their
country as any other people, indeed from
length of settlement they are trueCsnadians
par excellence.

For the lnst two years & very great num-
ber of French speaking Canadinns have
cume forward with their respective corps nt
the time of the annual dnll and joined the
Brigndo Camps of Exercise. I saw no corps,
of militia in the Dominioh more efficient as
rogards tho traiuivg and discipling of tho
ofticers and men in any of the camps of last
year than the Quebec Field Battery of, Ar-
tillery,  These corps arc composed entirely
of French speaking Canadians.  Very many

men in theso Batteries have passed through
tho School of Gunnury, (B. Battery) and are
wel? versed in a knowledge of their
duties.

Licut. Colonel I\ B, Strange, Commandant
of the Quebeo Gunnery School, who is a dis-
unguished soldier and Artillerist from the

Royal Artillory, nt present loanod by the-

Impoerial to the Dominion Government, and
who was for five years Superintendent and
Gunnery Instructor at the Royal Military
Repository Woolwich, nssures mo that tho
French sponking Canadian Officers and men,
who havo attended that school, display great
aptitude in ncqairing a kunowledge of Artil-
cery, and many excellent military qualities.,
Tha best shot with the Snider Rifle in the
Militia of the wholo Domin:on last year at
tho time of the Annual Drill, was a Fronch
speaking Canadian from tho Province of
Quebee.

L have a high' opinion of tho military
qualities of Fronch speaking Canadians, de-.
scendants of those bold and hardy Normans
who first discovered, tho St. Lawrence under
the intrepid Cartier, and then peopled the
country of their adoption, and who were tho
firat to penetrite tho dense forests and path-
lgas prairies of the North American Contin-
ent, exploring even to tho recesses of the
Rocky Mountains.

1 have scen the descendants of these men
in the camps of Lower Canada, on the track-
less prairie, and In the Rocky Mountuns
In point of *natural mntelligence, hardihood,
endurance of fatigue, readiness of resource,
and cheerfulness of spuit under difficulties,
they have no superiors ; musters in the art
of travel, of camp and praivi hfe, they are
equally couragevus and at kome in the fiall
canoe amid the fo.uming rapids of American
rivets, or in the saldle v the Loundless
prairies of the Nurth West,

Iardihood and the power of enduraace to
withstand fatigue aamid puivations a. e the
most easentisd_qualtics for - soldier ; «hs.
ciplino and training Jdoes the rest.

THUE RIFLE INSTUCTION AND TARGET PRACTICE
OF THE ACTIVE MI1LITLA rox 1872,

Tue prescribed course of Rifle Instruction
and Annual larget Practice has been much
better carried out at the various camps of
exercise during the past than in the previons
year. Nearly tho whole Force has been ex.
ercised m thsmost essential part of military
tiaining, und the general ellicieney thereby
greatly wcreased.

The mtroduction of the system of Govern.
ment prizes to the best shols 1 every Bat-
talion, Company, Corps and Miitary District
has produced the most beneficiat resalts,
and tended more than anytiing olse to pro-
mote the efficiency of the Infantry.

1 recommend that an additional Govern-
ment prize of §15 with a badge be given to the
best shot in every Bigade,and that the prize
stven by the Government for the last two
yeass to the best shot in every Military Dis
trict be inc: eased from $15 to $20.

The Annual Yarget Practice Returns of
the Active Militia of the Dominion will be
found in the appendix. I'ins Return which is
very complete, has been carefully compiled,
and not only contais tho names and scores
of the ULest shuts 1n overy Company,
Corps and B.ttatior, but also shows
the aversgo shovung lizuie of morit Ly
Corps, Cowpanics, Batt:hions, Districts and
Provinces,

It will boscen from thus 1eturn that:—

The 27th Battalion figuro of mewt 1563,
was tho best shouting Battalion. Mo, 4 Com
pany (Dilbury East) 24th Batthon, G urs of
merit 19.21, was the best shooting Company

and Private Charles Coombs, No. 3 Comp.
any (London), Tth Battalion, with a score
of 43. was tho best shot in Military Dis-
trict No. 1 ot the Anuul Drill of 187273,

Tho 38th Battalion, figure of merit 17 62,
was tho bost shooting Battalion, No.s§ Comyp-
any 38th Battnlion, figure of meyit, 25,12
was tha best shooting Company, and Corpo.
ral Wilson,No. 6, 33th Battalion,with n score
of 50 was the kest shot in Military
District No, 2 at the Annual Drill of 1872
13

The 49th Battalion figuro of merit 11.56.
was tho best shooting Battalion, No, 1
Compnuny (Tumworlh) 4Sth Battalion, figuro
of merit  19.22, was tho best shooting
Company, and Color-Sergeant John Bailli,
No. 5 Company (Barriefield) 47th Batlalion,
with a score of 50, was tho best shot in Mili-
:g::ly)l')zisslrict No. 3, at the Annual Drill of

Tho 42nd Battalion, figure of merit 15.83
was the hiest shooting Battalion, No. 2Comp
any Vankleek IIill, 1Sth Battalion, figuro of
merit 25.77, was the best shooting Company
and Paymaster Sergeaut P. T. Saucier No. 2
Cowpany, 18th Battalion, with a score of 56
was the bes shot in Military L wtriet No.4,
at the Annunl Drill of 1872 73.

The 50th Battalion, figure of merit 13 63,
was the best shooting Battalion, No.4 Comp
any (South Roxton) T6th Battalion, figure of
merit 23.00, was the best shooting Company
and Private W. Morrison, No. 6 Company
58th Battalion. with a score of 45, was tle
best shot in Military District No. 5 at the
Annual Drill of 1872-73.

Tho 55th Battalion, figuto of merit 9.79
was the best shooting Battalion, No 2 Raw-
don Company, figure of merit 17.59, was the
Lest shooiing Company, and Sergeant B,
Morgan, No. 2 Rawdon Company with
a score of 36, was the best shot in Mlitary
P&strict No, 6, at the Annual Drill for 1872-
{Oe

The XKamouraska Battalion, figure of
merit 5.23, was the best shooting Battalion.
Gaspé Basin Infantry Company, figure of
merit 12,18, was tl e best shooting Company
and Sergennt-Major Le Monde, No 1 Comp
any, Baie St Paul, Charllsvoix Battalion,
with a score of 57,was the best shot in Mili«
tary District No. 7, at the Annual Drill of
1872 13.

The T3vd Batlalion figure of merit 17.05,
was tho Qest shooting Battalion, No. 2
Company, 62ud  Batt Yon, figure of ment
22.00, was tho best sh.oting Company, and
Private C. J. Phillips, No 6. Company, 62nd
Battalion, with ascore of 49, was tho best
shot in Milite vy District No. 8 at the Annual
Drill of 1874-73.

The Cumberland Provisjonal Battalion,
figare of merit 19 53, was ‘the best shooting
Battalion, No. 3 Company, -Cumberland
Provisional Battalion, figuro of merit 2853 .
was the best shooting Company, and Ser-
geant G. Corbin, No, 1 Company, 63rd Batt.
with a score of 50 was the best shot in Mili
;:g:_y)D?lrict No. 9ar the Annual Drill of

1273,

The 3rd Battalion, G. L. R. B. figuro of
merit 20.07, W the bast shooting Battation,
No. 4 Company, Richmond, st Battalon
G. T. R. B., igure of merit, 33 67, was the
best shooting Company, snd Private Beasley
3rd Battalion, with a scdre of 50 (3rd ‘Batta-
lion G. T. R. B) was tho best shot iu the
Grand Truunk Railway Brigideat the Annual
Drill of 1872 73.

[To be Continued:}




