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father say, it gave a rise to particulur oc:u-
patior ; and on the Saturday evenings, when
men had Jeft their work, and they were
thinking of their Sunduy dress, and tiseir
wives of their Sunday diuners, the Jews used
to go about tho streots with bags full of wigs
crying out, ‘A dip for & penny.”’  ‘That is,
every one who paid a penmy dipped his
hand in tho bag and took his chanco of the
first wig that came up. It would happen
that the man would fish up a wig too big or
too small, or a black bared man got a red
wig, or the reverse: ora most outrageous
fit, in which no decent citizen or artizan
could nppear. Why, then he gave a penny
and dipped again; and no doubt in this, as
in all other lotteries, ho found more blanks
than prizes. In those duys wigs aftorded
great temptation to thieves. In the ilklight-
ed streets a man and men were not very
temperate then—ivas a rich prizo; if he had
gambled away his money, Ins wig was more
valuable than his wateh. A brawney fellow
sometimes with two or threo more, is pass-
ing with his basket at his back ; he seems a
gardner or portet on his way to Cavent Gar-
den Market—tho great centro of public
amusements. In this basket a little boy is
concealed, who suddenly clutches at the
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silly, weak,—the infant Jesus being termed
by an old English poot  that harmless, silly
babe ;' oflicious signified ready to do kindly
oflices. [{omely formerly meant sccret and
familiar; and brat, now a vulgar and con-
temptaons word, had anciently & very ditle-
rent signitication, as in the following lines
{from an old bymn by Gascoigne :—

0O Israel, O houschold of the Lord,

O Abrahans bruts, O brood of nlessed socd,

U chiosun shicep, that loved the Lord $ndeed.
 lmpotenco meant geaft; Bacon speaks of
i *those most virtuous aud goodly young
imps® the Duke of Sussex and his brother.”
Betdany was originally belle dame faiv lady.
v Sauntercrs were once pilgtims to tho Holy
Jand (le Swate Terre) who, it was found
+took their own timo to go there.  Bit is that,
which has Leen bit off; and exactiy corres.
,bonds to tho word **morsel,” used in the
;same sense, and derived from tho Latin
«murdere, to bite, Bankrupi means literally
, broken bench.,  J& was tho custom in the
ctwvelfth and  thirteenth centuries for the
s lombard merchants to expose their wares
tforsale in the market place on benches.
{ When one of their number failed, all the
(other merchants set upon him, droveo him
(from the maiket and bruke his bench to

wig of theo unsuspecting passer-by, and wig 4 preces. DBanco roflo, the Italian for bench

and boy chiisappoar m a moment. These
things look like fables; they are facts of the
past age, not far removed. if we cannot
reahize them, itis because our own umes
and manrers, though s0 noar, have driven
us away from thera, and seem so much
further from thotn than they are.
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CURIOSITIES OF LANGUAGE.

i broken, becomes banjucrotte i Frencly, and
vin Engnsh bankrupt. Cautifl, from the Latin
capiccus, 15 unly another form of captive.
1 Lue French cheteff, mean, pitiful, has the
ysame ungmn—both words referring to the
ymoral degradation produced by captivity.
| Mountebank meaus & quack medicine ven-
jdor—from the Italian muntare, to mount,
j andd basco, abench ; literally one who mounts
ja bench to boast of his infalliable skill in
jcuring diseases. foad.cater is a metaphor

Language shares in all the vicissitudes of jtaken from a mountebau‘k's Loy eating
man. It reflects all the changes in the 1103ds lo show lus muster s skill in expelling

character, taste, customs and opnions of a
people and shows how they advance or re-
cedo 1in culture and morality. tiften the
meaning of aword changes imperceptibly,

until it becomes just the opposite of what 1t

poison.  Lhe propriety of tho term rests on
the fact that dependent persons are often
forced to do the most nausevus thungs to
please their patrons.  Quandary isa corrup
j tion of the French ** quca divae (Joy. ™ ** what

onco was. ‘Tolet, iy tho common version of jshall 1say of it 2" and expresses the fecling

the Bible, means, to oppose: to-day, it

means to permit. Anccdote means a short,
amusing story : etymologyically, 1t denotes

something as yvet unpublished.  Theinstant

an anecdote is publisired, it belies its tule:

of uncertamnty that would natucally prompe
such a question. Faintis fium the rench
sefandre, to pretend; so0 that originally
famnung was & wpretended weahniess oran
jabthity.  Wo have an cxampic o' (ho word,

itisno longor an anecdote. o prevent, {10 the French theatres, where prulessional
which now means to hinder or obstruct, sig- { famters arc cmployed, whuse Lusiness it is
nified, in its Latin_ctymology, to anticipate, 1 10 Sink to the floor, under the ponciful act-
toget the start of, and is thus used in the 10g of the tragedians., Topsy-turvy is said
Old Testament. Girl, once designated a |t boa coutraction or corruptivn of ¢ tup-
young person of cither sex. Widow, was iside tother way,” just as helter skelter 15
applied to men as wellas women. Astomsh- {from kdurster ct celerater, ** gaily and quick
ed literally means tbunderstruck, asitsde 14y.) L .
rivation from atfonare shows ; Milton speaks 1 Wiseacre has wo counection to *ucre.
ofa knave who threw some leavy stones § Xhe wond 1s a cosruption, both an spelling
upon a certain king, *‘whercof the one |and pronunciation, of the German Wessager
smoto the king upon his head, the other |2 Wise-sayer of wise maxims. Tho frontis-
astonished his shoulder.” Property and |piece of a book; isnota piecein front of a
propriety come from the same French word, 1 book ; itdenotes a front view, and is from
propricle; so that the Frenchman i New i the Latn £ valispcun. "Icrusalcm artichohe
York was not far out of the way, whon 1n |is & corruption of yugsularichvhe.  Guusel,
the panic of 57, he sud ho * shonld lose all | krench, mesns * turning towand the sun.
liis ?ropricly.” {Shamefaced does not mean haviog a face
Words are elevated and ennobled in mean- jdcnotiog shame.  Itis from suawnfuacst, pro
ing, and thoy also deteriorato and degener- {tected by shame. Surname 1s from the
ate. Humility, with the Greels and Romans 1 Freuch Sws hom, meauing additenal name,
meant meaness of spirit; Paradise, 1n Urien- pand should not, therefore, Lo .spcllg(l $ic
tal tongues, meant only a royat parks re- (Bame, as if it meaut the name of one’s sire.
generation was spoken by tho Greeks only | Freemasunis not half Saxon Lutis [froma
of tha carth in the spnnz tume aud of the 'lhc Yrench frere macon, Urother masun.—
recollection of forgotien knowledge; sacra- jStaudard. .,
ment and mystery are words ‘*fetched from .
tilo very. dregs of pagamism®® toset forth | 1t issad the Bonapartists are agitating
the great truths of ourredemption.  Un the | the impeachment’of the Government of the
other hand, Kkunavo formerly s:gmified only |ti September, tho dissolution of the Na-
Iad: avillian was a peasant; a memat was | tonal Assembly, and Plcbiseitun 1o decido
onc of tho many; insolent meant unusual ; the future form of overnment,.
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DISRAELI.

‘The London correspundence of the Boston
Advertiser wri'es :—You must sit near M.
Distacli bofore you can discover that he is
growing old At a little distanco he has the
appearance of middle age: and in his ora-
tbry he retains the peculiavities of bis youth.
[satin & low gallery opposite to him the
other night, and for an hour watched his
method and manner. Above all things I
admired the art of his tailor. Never was
thero 2 finer triumpl than in My Disrzeli’s
frock coat. ‘I'ho fit is perfect, but it is not
the “fit.* ‘I'herois a finish and a poetry
about his clothes which escape definition.
And, oh, the carclessness of other men!
There's Mr. Foster just opposite, with a
tough, cut away coat, bobtailed and badly
made, looking like a rough son of the woods
There's My, Gladstone, even dressed with a
carelessness that would distress the artist’s
heart. But in the way of dress we have had
nothing for years like the spectacle of a
good, pious dissenter, a man of G0, who
spoke in the House of Commons 1ast week,
wearing a scarlet uniform. Never in the
history of masquerades was there such a
curious sight, Tho honourable gentleman
was stout, and the coat wasalternately looso
and tight. Long, ugly ridges crossed his
breast. His arms were as if clothed in red
night shirt, and the ludicrous expression of
bis face made tho picture complete. Re-
turning to tho Tory leader, I may remark
that his vnice is clearer than it was, and the
affectatizzs in his accent is not so apparent.
His pecaliarity is his restlessness as to L.3
hands. Ordinarily this is a murk of ner-
vousness, but Mr. Disracli, one would think,
is not afflicted by misery of that description.
However that may be, hoe cannot keop hi-
hands for two mnutes together. He puts
them on the box which is on tho table be-
fore him, ho shu's them; opens them;
places onoe in his emit pocket behind; puts
fico thero: takes out his handkerchief and
puts it inagain, foldshis hands, opensthem,
puts his fingers merely on atable; boldly
sticks his thumbs under his arm pits an}
tosses the collar of his coat back; again
droops them at his side—such are some of
the movements hokeeps up while delivering
one ol liis set orutions. Aoother pecutiarity,
I will jot down for the benefit of the curions
in orator’s distresses, 1 have observed that
when he is about to say something satirical.
ono of those wilty phrases that restin the
menory, and which aro certainly not tho
creatures of the moment, he slightly opens
lus legs, and in s scarcely perceptible fash-
ion bows down his hody. As the cheers
break out Ius figare scems quickened. If
you are behind him you notics a change im-
mediately. His accustomed conlilence
drops into audacity, and for 2 minute or two
hie appears to rule his audience. '

Brearrast.—Errs's Cucor.—GRATEFCL AND
Courontixg.—The very agrceable character
of this preparation husrendered it gencral
favonte. lbke UL Suivice GazeTTh re
marks .—/* Tho singular success which Mr.
Epps attained by lus homaopathic prepara-
tion of cocon has never been surpassed Ly
any experimentalist. By a thorough hnow-
ledge of the natural Jaiws whick guvern the
operations of digestion and nutrition, and
by a careful application of the Gine proper-
tics of well sclected cocon, Mr. Epps bas
provided our breakfnst tables with a deli-
cately favoured bevernge which 20ty save
us many heavy doctors’ Lills.”” Made sim-
ply with boiling water or milk. Sold by the
Irade only in jlb,, o, and 1ib, tin-lined
packets, labelled—Jaugs Eres & Co., Hom-
o:opathic Chenmists, London  England.



