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CHRISTMAS OMîMES.

It he iî r>' IhriAtnîax tli let tais licar iliitir --iriry vimeic
Itmigilig ur-n w. nry ful of ni m,îîtais failli crite.
lit City'. ltait tr r'îilîitry. Ili tiii' pub~r sr ,Iî liL'm homît,
Le .. i us lieti thai, lleviimg kii Itai asla tivîît boëiitui hâve coimO.

0 wa i-- uî.t'l i ytilt t ns., fil-i01 % citr.1% et- tws iti I rce
Wi>th witt nnd wamttiful rîi îi, te-1 icràsvity soit woe..
We iaimt celotîil .-bislurt. for vair honrts bru growing colai
Fur the vrant, of huait i, fulang. al of %a>miîthy of old

W<n iiec thie liglit saici coifîrt, id the, lie tven lnaipred Ibige
Fi.r thnitiheiiatie toit'iiiiig of this iiiirî'îi>g tige
%% 0 etit i i ur 'a.sa. for the fhua'reul. ilîîîbs aid %corn

I'ist Iltig theit gioiiiîmy aha'luats lo'or abmat ever bloeed niorn.

Thes air in tiîk witiî rîîaîîorp. i *an% itt fuir@ of t-iming ill
1.-%tu ila tintth hermai of meraiy nata I didvineow Wmni tt
Y.t '-irintit,,,a hell. ii ai l'n. yoiair bzereil etrolastit1.
Aioie îîu deoisiî aind the itterrejm of seuli

ltint! out thei p'yfui tiulînge botween the. ssrth inni heaàvon
lT.) yoi a l'a.i.li ora -to, yoîi a hul>' S' n in given!"I
od ;ai ii.imnwetl down the lac Ivens. lit%~ lef t, the r- &fii &ai ive,

Tulow 11WJ tei erritig children wîtia fit% ev'erlatsuag lov.

(i tiystery of mîystcries. the Goîi ad L,'îrî of itli-
Apîara a hiilîletu jiàfani. wjahin that lîîwly sitaîll

Nr ange't niar 16relimi4t coin sonda the tie1ifs oif grmee,
0>1 l>oity inîcarnate to bave the human race.

(I man lfit up yoair îInIins-the hoaveais are îlot, bras@;
l'taise. thatiki amnd adoration the golden glaties sai liam!
Wi'li shepherîh. nati %vth anagi, () corne, '.t us adore
Ouîr 8-vrerigii and Pair Sa,'aaur, aud, ou -(Ici for overaître.

"Tho, hmpipy ('hrmttmut cornes îîîîru moire,
'lnc licsvenly (ouiest in ut the door."

Chîristmias is a lirojihecy of good. It is flic harhinger
(>1 brauitudes. It is the hirthday ncjî alone of a heavenly
person, but ni on#ý whoc cornes ta bc our gucst. The hour
of 1-is advcnt was vocal with hiailelujahs af bicssing. lHe
was hecaven's bcnediction upori a iorlorn iumanity. Let
our mutuai congratulations, an~d our mierry.making be wrcaths
oi cvcrgrecil to crown this heavenly Guest. Who is this
Santa Clatis. ibis bol>' Benefactor, titis jay awakening Visitor ?
St. Pcter denominales Ilim a IlPrince and a Saviaur."

'l'lie humnana race is ini no condition ta get along without
a redciimer. Sonie or the gross sins of former agcs are no
longer conspicuous, but wc nia>' wcii doubt whether we are
ahsoluteiy hmrer or really riobier. S-icial lufe is more refined,
atid so arc tbic transgressions with which it is chargeahle.
W'e helieve tbat the world is growing hettcr, but il is nat Sa
nuticli hetter that wc can dispense withi the Cirîstias star>'
oi a Redeemer front sin and niîscry. >Many are like the
mian, wlo iîad heconie a slave ta vice and was uiged ta
rclorii. lie repiicd : I catnai. I try but clown, down,
down 1 p,) It's no tise. 1 atti lost. I have no power ai
wiIl." rîe ! And thiere was a marn whn bad the sanie
idea about bîmiself. Butt lie iaund a source ai strcngth in
jesuis Christ. Aaid P>aul said : I 1 hank God thraugh
J esus C'hrist Il îlis bouidage caul bc broken. Trhe Christian
religion docs nat unc"-ver sins niecy ta show tlieni up ; but
the, hetter ta appiy the cure. lience Christianity is the
religionî tif cphectatia atnd itapc. Tlhe golden Christmas is
in the futture. Slowly it draws nearer '<et il lias dawned.
No mnt if lie lias the ponwer allows liself ta be dciea:ed
in bais set ptirîuse. Anid the deerci' lias porte borti thai
the kîîîgdoins of ibis world are ta lie Christ's. The zeal ai
the Imrd of Iluists will periarxi it. Sa ta spcak Jesus
Christ hîa% set i lis becart on rcdecning the lîuau race.
G d lias exalted 11 nn for tits ver>' îirîbose, ta be a Prince
and a Savîntîr.

ltitiumait nature requircs marct tban rcdeniptian, il
itiiist l'e rulcd. And over Ilis priestly garments, dais Jcstis
Clinst wcars a kitîgi>' robe. Th'le hand ibat was naileci ta,
thie cross wt'lds the' scrptre of the uiiivzrsc. And tlîus we
luail the bame af Illicîii as mîoiiarch ai theî world.

'l e ga'veriiiciit as ulion i lis sîtouilders. Hc wii carder
and cstaiîiiUil il wiîli jud.plieait and justice II lW'en muen
Ibelieve tuai <.'ai itiks tut'> cati afl'ord to have a conscience.
A colîcsieîict: wtiî!ci lie a tonnienit, if it werte not sustaincd iîy
the assuranice zhat the Supiremne is on tic side ai the night.
Consctence urge-, u% trin iiues oi alty, whi'ch hcc'nic îîaiis
of icteil. Noit' 'f wve t-îutltlit ni cleve in divine aid and
prottetiin. ,Iu~iu ws'uld te la liard tasknianster. WN'e
liccanic tinî'd and tiiiie seni 'g, just ta the extesît ibiat aur

i5fevlew.
failli in Jesus Christ as a ruier becomes weak. sa lie who
(cars Gad icars nothing cîse," said Edmund Burke.
"ICourage is that hcroic spirit inspircd by the convictian,
that aur cauise being just, God wiIl protcct us in ils prose-
cutian," said Addison.

Our bcioved country bias been 'uaved (rani an awf ut
catastrophe. And this makes aur Lhristmas ail the mare
gladsome. But t is flot enoughi ta escape shipwrccrk, we
ileed ta mail inta a haven. We have been rescucd, we now
ougbt ta be rulcd. The last clection was reailly on the
qucstion, how man>' discontcntcd people arc in aur land,
anîd haw would tliey rc'movc evils real or imaginary ? W~e
arc starîlcd ai their nuitîber, and at the wildness ai their
ideas. They belong ta iliose ai whom il is written, when
J esus Ilsaw thc multitudes, he was niovcd wiîlî comîpassion
for tbern, because the>' wcrc distressed, and scattered as
sticep) nat having a çhclpherd." Ta theni lie said : l Came
unta nie ail ye that are weary and licavy laden, and 1 will
give Vau rest." We nîust show tbcmn Jesus, sa tbat the'y
wiil say, wu will have ibis mari ta rule over us. But
evangelistic services and Christmas gifs will not stiffice for
ibis end. Ai tîtose wiîo muanage larger or snîaller under-
îakings musi exiîibit the- mind of Jesus, wlien lie gave the
rule, IlWbatsocver ye wouid that nien should do ta >'au, do
ye even sca ta thern.' And thus ai classes ini oi cobuin>
should accept Jesus Christ as aur Causar.

.rhe same want remaîns oaver irom Christmas ta Christ-
mas. A great multitude is found with ani>' five boaves and
a icw fislies. But we cati multiply these loaves and fishes.
Sa can we dispense good.will toward meni WV can aur-
selves becore heavcniy gucsts ta make a mcrry Christmas.
A prominent rchigious journal a fcw >'cars ago devotcd its
Chrisîrnas number ta the subject ai phiilanthrapy. The
Christmas la> shauld cxtend fatther and fatther, and indeed,
sanctify the entire year. Far a bruised, torn, toiling
humanity sighs for the protection and relief, which tile good-
will ai Clîrîstianity shouid besiow an thcm. And that good
wili is the ensignof the heavenly Guest ai the daor.

THlE iIOLY_ SPIRIT.
WVe are aiten wlierc the Ephesians werc wlîcn tbey said,

"W'/ have tint sa much as heard whethcr there bc an>' Holy
Ghast." What came ta them and savcd lîcm was the Holy
Ghost. WVIat m. st came taous and save us is the sanie
Holy Spirit. Therc they wcre holding certain trutbs about
God and Jesus, holding themn drearil>' anid coldiy, with fia
lufe and fia spirit in their iaith. God the Hoiy Spirit came

iat thern, and then their aid hdief opened iat a différent
belief; then they realiy beiievcd. Can any day ini man's
licé compare with that day ? If il were ta break forth inta
ian'.es af fire and tremble with sudden and mysîcriaus wind,
wauld it seem strange ta hini-the day when he first knew
how near G'od was, and how truc truth was, and haw deep
Christ was? Ilave we known that day?

The Hol>' Spirit not oni>' gives clcarness ta truth, but
gives delight and entbusiastic impulse ta dut>'. The work
of the Spirit was ta malte Jesus vividl>' reai ta man. What
lie did far an>' paor Ephesian marn or wonîan Whîo was
tailing away in obedience ta the law af Chiristianity was ta
malte Christ reai ta the iailing soul behind and in the law.
1 find a Christian 'who has tealiy rceîved the Hol>' Gliost,
and what is it that strikes and dciights nie in hirn? It is
the intènse auîdintimate rcaiityoai Christ. Christ is evidently
tai him the dearest person in the tîniverse. He talks ta
Christ. He dreads ta afl'end Christ. He deiigits ta please
Christ. His wlîolc life is light and elastic, with huoyant
desire ai doing every'thing (or Jesus, just as Jesus wouid wish
it donc. I>uty has been transflgured. T'he. wcarinucss. the
drudgcry, the whole tablk nature have been taken away.
Lave has paurcd like a new liicbiood aiong the dry veins,
and the soul that used ta tail and groan and struggle goes
now singing along ils way, IlThe life that I live in the fiesh
I live b>' the faillh ai the Son ai God, wha loved me and
gave fi imuscli (or me."

IVec do flot uing enough, cither ini aur homes or in the
hînuse ai Gad. TIhe tangue that is singing will flot bc
scolding, or slandcring, or complaimiing or uttering nansense.
And in the house af God it is sheer robbery tu scal the
mauths ai Christ's rcdcemcd foliowcrs anid ta relegate the
sacred joy ai praise ta tic voices ai hall a dozcn hired
peiormers. Chairs have tharir use; it is their abuse that
xortks spiritual mischiti."


